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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

CHARLES A. ROLFE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

.FIRE-ALARM BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 543,104, dated July 23,1895,
Application fled May 10, 1895, Serial No. 648,819, (No model.)

To all whomy it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. ROLFE, a
citizen of the United btates, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Fire-Alarm Boxes, of whlch
the following is a speclﬁcatlon

The object of my invention is to prov1de a
street or like fire-alarm box, containing suit-
able signal-transmitting means, with a_tele-

‘phone wh1ch can only be used by authorized

persons and which is not necessarily avail-
able to any person who may open the fire-
alarm box for the purpose of “turning in”
an alarm of fire, and to provide a snmple, eco-
nomical, and compact construction and. ar-
1anvement for the foregoing-described pur-
pose.

In accordance with my invention the fire-
alarm box is provided with a hinged door
which ean be opened so as to permit access
to the usual signal-transmitting instrument
within the box. This door of the box is pro-
vided with a chamber in which I arrange a
telephone-instrument, and I further prov1de
such door with a hmrred door for opening and
closing the chamber_ in which the telephone-
ms’cmment is arranged. The door .of the
telephone-chamber is provided with a lock,
whereby it can only be opened by a person
holding a key for the same, in which way a
person having a key for the main door or
otherwise permltted to open the same, 50 as
to use the signal - transmitting instrument,
cannot, as a matter of course, use the tele-
phone.

In the accompanymg drawings, Flgure 1
shows in elevation the fire-alarm box with its
door swung open, also showing the door for
the telephone-chamber swung open, so that
the telephone can be used. I‘w 2 is a sec-
tion on line z x in Fig. 1. Flg 3 is a like
view showing the door of the telephone-cham-
ber closed. L ig.4 isalike view showmw both
doors closed.

The fire-alarm box A is provided with a
hinged door B and is understood to contain
any ordinary or desired signal-transmitting
mechanism for turning in an alarm of fire.
The hinged swinging door B of the box is se-
cured so as to provide it with a-telephone-
chamber b, suitable for the reception of a
telephone - 1nstrument C, which is arranged

within such chamber and available to use

when the main door B of the box is swung
open and the interior of such chamber is ex-
posed. The telephone-chamber opens at the
rear gide of the main door B of the box, and
in order to close said echamber which contains
the telephone-instrument and also shat off ac-
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cess to such instrument to all but properly--
authorized persons the main door B of the

box is provided on its rear side with a hinged
door D, arranged for closing and opening the
chamber b and having a suitable lock, as at
d, in which way, while a person may open the
box, so as to use the fire-alarm instrument,
he cannot use the telephone unless supplied
with a key for opening the door D. -

The telephone-circuit can be carried into
the box from chamber b in any desired way,
a simple and convenient arrangement being
to connect the wires ¢ of the telephone-circuit
with the metal hinges K for the main door of
the box, in which case the hinges can be in-
sulated from the box by insulating pads or

Vplates, as at e

When the door of the box is swung open,
as in Fig. 3, the telephone will be concealed
by the locked door D; but by unlocking the
latter it ean be swung open, as in Figs.1 and
2, thereby rendering the telephone conven-
iently accessible to the person desiring to
use it.

‘What I claim as my invention ig—

1. A fire-alarm box containing suitable sig-
nal fransmitting means, and provided with a
doorhaving achamber containing a telephone
instrument, and a door for closing such chams-
ber, whereby the telephone can be used, only
by opening the door of the fire-alarm box and
then opening the door for the chamber in
which the teléphone is contalned substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. A fire-alarm box containi ing suitable sig-
nal transmitting means, and provided with a
hinged door having a chamber containing a
telephone instrument, and a door for closing
such ehamber, the telephone circuit being car-
ried from the said chamber into the box, and
being arranged to ineclude insulated hinges
between the box and the main door for the
same, substantially as set forth.

CHARLES A. ROLFE.

Witnesses: '
ARTHUR F. DURAND,
RETA M, WAGNER.
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