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To at whom it may concern 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM B. CHARLTON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of Philadelphia, State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Meat, Hammock, or other 
Hooks, which improvement is fully set forth 
in the following specification and accompany 
ing drawings. 
My invention consists of a hook adapted 

for Supporting meat, a hammock, hat, &c., 
the same being formed of a back plate and a 
hook, the latter being adapted to interlock 
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With the former in a manner as will be here 
inafter fully set forth. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
a hook embodying myinvention. Fig.2 rep 
resents a front view of the back plate thereof. 6) Fig. 3 represents a perspective view of the 
hook, taken from the rear, the parts being 
separated. Fig. 4 represents a central verti 
cal section thereof. - 

Similar letters of reference indicate corres 
parts in the several figures. 

Referring to the drawings, A designates a 
back plate, having therein a slot B, which 
may be said to be T-shaped. In the rear of 
said plate is a recess C, the wall of which, 
at the bottom thereof, has a depression form 
ing a groove D, it being noticed that the slot 
B is in communication with the recess C and 
the latter is in communication with the 
groove D. - 
E designates a hook having at its back a 

T-shaped head F, the several parts described 
being formed of suitable metal or other ma-. 
terial. . 

The operation is as follows: The parts be 
ing separated, the hook is presented to the 
back plate A, as shown in Fig. 3. The head 
F, which is in horizontal position, is inserted 
into the upper limb of the slot Band the hook 
rotated a quarter-turn, the head F then mov 
ing in the recess C until it is in upright po 
sition. The hook is now lowered, and the 
lower end of the head F enters and is seated 

in the groove D, whereby the hook is pre 
vented from rotation, and as the head stands 
at a right angle to the upper limb of the slot 
B and is in contact with the rear wall of the 
plate A above and below said slot it is evi 
dent that the hook is reliably interlocked 
with said plate. In the downward movement 
of the hook the neck G of the head F enters 
the vertical limb B of the slot B and en 
gages with the walls thereof, thus providing 
additional security for the connection of the 
hook with the plate. 
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In order to remove the hook, it is raised SO 
that the head is clear of the groove D, after 
which a quarter-turn is imparted to the hook, 
so that the head F registers with the upper 
limb of the slot B, when, as is evident, by the 
outward movement of the hook, the head F 
moves through the slot Band is entirely clear 
thereof. - 

It will be seen that, by the present Con 
struction, in addition to providing an inex 
pensive and easily-operating device, I dis 
pense with keys, catches, &c., and am also 
enabled to support the back of the hook di 
rectly against the front faces of the back 
plate, avoiding wrenching out of the hook, 
said plate being secured in position by screWS 
or other means in any suitable manner. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
A hook having a T-shaped head on its shank 

extending in the direction of the length there 
of, in combination with a platehaving an open 
ing in its face adapted to receive said head, 
and a recess in the rear thereof, in which said 
head can partially rotate, said recess having 
a groove in its lower end adapted to receive 
one end of said head, substantially as de 
scribed. 

WILLIAM B. CHARITON. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
JAMES F. KELLY. 
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