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JAMES SPENCER SMITH, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 

Letters Patent No. 107,556, dated September 20, 1870. 
-issue-- 

IMPROVEMENT IN TWINE-HOLDER STANDS, 
-0-a-b--- 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 
-abb-o-ma 

To all whom it 22 (ty concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMEs SPENCER SMITH, of 

Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and State of 
Connecticut, have invented certain new and useful 
limprovements in Twine-holder Stands; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full and cor 
rect description thereof. 
My stand is adapted to be fixed upon a counter or 

other object, and to support a twine-holder properly . 
and guide the issuing twine so that it cannot become 
entangled; and, also, to provide very convenient and 
efficient means for readily cutting the twine. The 
knives are or may be on each side of the stand, and 
in such positions that the edges are well protected 
against being injured, or causing any injury to other 
objects which are allowed to fall on them, or other 
wise be thrown against them. 

I will proceed to describe will at I consider the best 
meals of carrying out my invention. 
The accompanying drawing forms a part of this 

specification. 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, and 
Figure 2, a plan view, showing the entire stand, 

and also an inclosed twine-holder.. 
Figure 3 is a section through a part, showing a mod 

ification. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding 

parts in all the figures. 
A and B are the two halves or parts of a twine 

holder, made, by preference, according to the patent 
issued to me for twine-holder, dated June 21, 1870; 
but it may differ therefrom without entirely defeating 
the objects of my present invention. 
His an eye at the top, whiclh holds a ring, I, by 

which the contained parts may be suspended at pleas 
ure to a hook in the ceiling, instead of in my frame. 
My frame is intended more especially for use in 

those situations where it is necessary to cut off the 
twine very frequently, or where, for some other rea 
soil, a twine-lolder suspended to the ceiling cannot be 
made to serve perfectly. 
M is a frame or ring, of cast-iron or other suitable 

material. . 
It has a hook, In, within a bend at the top, and an 

eye, 1, within a bend at the bottom. 
It has also two sharp blades, P, with rounded and 

dulled ends, fixed at each side, slightly below the level 
of the center. Each is fixed with its face inward, and 
adapted to receive the twine from.below, and to sever 
it as it is drawn forcibly upward by the attendant. 
A threaded pivot or screw, N, projects downward, 

bcing cast or otherwise firmly fixed in the main frame 

M, and adapted to serve as an axis on which the lat 
ter and its connections may turn at pleasure. In the 
modification, fig. 3, this screw, as also the eye in, is 
a separate piece; but this is not essential. . . 

lt is, with either form, made to properly support 
the fraine M, and the twine-holder, &c., by being re 
ceived in a proper bearing in a broad foot, R. This 
foot is an open, crossed frame, of sufficient size to give 
a broad base, and is adapted to be held down by screws 
inserted through holes in its several feet. 
The pivot N carries on its threaded end a nut, N. 

By setting this nut easily, the frame M and its con 
tents are allowed to turn, or made self-adjusting. By 
setting it tight, it can be made to hold the frame M 
and its connections adjustably in various positions, 
and to maintain them rigidly, and, by taking it off, 
tle entire device may be separated and packed in a 
vely small compass, for shipment or storage. 
The twine, as it issues from the twine-holder A B, 

is led through the eye it, and thence is drawn out for 
use by the hand of the attendant. 

It is sometimes required to place the twine-holder 
frame on the floor. In such case a pull on a slightly 
resisting ball of twine would invert the twine-holder 
A B, and might derange and tallgle fle device, ex 
cept for the leading of the twine through the eye 1, 
which keeps it always upright, except when it is de 
sired to exclhange the ball of twine. 

I alm aware that cutters of various forms, and vari 
ously defended, have been before known in connec 
tion with twine-holders, but believe that my arrange 
ment of the knives P on the stand MI, separate from 
and yet connected to the twine-holder, affords very 
marked advantages. 

I claim as my invention 
The within-described twine-holderstand, having the 

frame M, revolving adjustably upon the base or foot 
R, and having an eye or ring, n, arranged as shown, 
a lapted for conducting the twine, or its equivalent, 
from the said stand and twine-holder, in the manner 
lherein set forth. 

Also, the knives B, arranged as shown, in combina 
tion with the stand and its connections, and adapted 
to serve therewith, as and for the purposes herein 
specified. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my name 
in presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

JAMESS, SAITH. 

Witnesses: 
A. HoERMANN, 
C. C. LIVINGs. 

  


