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SHOE-LACE FASTENER.
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Application filed July 11,1892, Serial No. 439,668, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BERNARD F. LyNCH, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in TLace-Fasteners; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full
and exaet description thereof, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
making a part of this specification.

My invention relates to lace-fasteners for
gloves, shoes, &ec., wherein one member is
secured to the glove or shoe and the other,
having the end of the lace or cord fastened
thereto, is fitted to engage with the first mem-
ber.

The objects of my invention are to improve
the eonstruction of such devices, so that their
manufacture shall be less expensive than
hitherto and atthe same time to render them
more easy to manipulate and to preventtheir
tearing out from delicate material.

In the acecompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
perspective view of a shoe having my im-
proved fastener applied. Figs. 2 and 3 are
plan views of the blanks from which the two
members of the fastener are formed. Figs. 4
and 5 are perspective views of the two mem-
bers of the fastener completely formed.

The one member A of the fasteneris formed
from a blank of sheet metal,substantially T-
shaped, with upper and lower cross-bars a a,
respectively, united by a shank a® The
cross-bar ¢ is considerably longer than the
cross-bar ¢’ and is bent to form a rod, which
may be engaged with the other member of
the fastener and may be readily grasped by
the fingers for engagement or disengagement.
The portion @’ is bent to form an eye, as
shown clearly in Fig. 4, through which the
lace or cord may pass and in which it shall
be held by a knot above the eye. The other
member B of the fastener is cut from sheet
metal in the form shown in Fig. 3, having at
one end a tongue b and at the other end.the
three tongues 0’, V%, and b%. The tongues b
and b’ are bent at right angles with the body
of the member to be passed through the

leather or other material and to be clinched
on the under side. The tongues b*and d®are
bent in the opposite direction to form two
parallel hooks, which are separated by a space
between them.

In the use of my improved fastener the part
B having been secured to the body of the shoe
orgloveand thelaceorcord having been meas-
ured and knotted as described above, the rod
or handle @ of the member A is grasped by
the fingers and engaged with the hooks b?
and b® of the member B, the shank a? of the
member A standing between the two hooks.
As the eye a’ is held at some distance from
the cross-rod or handle « by the shank d?
the knotting of the lace or cord will not in-
terfere with the proper engagement of the two
members, as it does oftentimes when one mem-
ber is so formed that the end of the cord
comes directly in contact with the body of the
fixed member.

It will be observed that my improved fas-
tener can be very easily and cheaply manu-
factured and that it can also be very easily
applied to the article with which it is used.

I am aware that a lace-fastener has hith-
erto been devised, having a socket member
secured by a separate rivet to a shoe and a
tubular member provided with a finger-piece
and adapted to have the lace secured thereto.
I am also awarethat an nmbrella-tie has been
constructed in which the fixed member has
parallel hooks and the free member has a T-
piece for engagement with said hooks, con-
nected to a loop, which is adapted to have the
flexible tie affixed thereto. Both of said de-
vices require either stitchingoran independ-
ent rivet to attach them to the article to be
fastened and are therefore less economical
in manufacture and application than my de-
vice, each member of which is completein it-
self and ready for instant application.

I claim as my invention—

A lace-fastener comprising one member
composed of a single piece of sheet metal,
having a cross-bar o’ bent to form an eye, a
cross-bar « bent to form a rod, and a con-
necting-shank, and a second member com-
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posed of a single piece, having at one end a
tongue b and at the other end three tongues
b’ b* 1%, the tongues b and b’ being bent in
one direction from the body to be passed
5 through the material of the shoe or other ar-
ticle, and the tongues b? and 4° being bent in
the opposite direction to form parallel hooks,
substantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of ro
two subscribing witnesses.

BERNARD F. LYNCH.
Witnesses:
A. N. JESBERA,
A. WIDDER.




