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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE . 
2,481,148 

SLEEPNG CAR, ROOMI ARRANGEMENT 

John W. Patton, Philadelphia, Pa., assignor to 
The Budd Company, Philadelphia, Pa., a cor 
poration of Pennsylvania 
Application October 16, 1943, Serial No. 506,499 

(C. 105-35) 6 Claims. 
1. 

The invention relates to railway sleeping cars 
and has particular reference to such cars having 
rooms adapted for sleeping accommodation of two 
or three people travelling together, which rooms 
can be readily joined with adjacent rooms to form 
a suite accommodating larger parties. 
An important feature of the invention is the 

arrangement of the accommodations within the 
room so that opposite transverse walls thereof 
dividing it from adjoining rooms are unobstruct 
ed for a width at least equal to a doorWay open 
ing, so that doorways may be provided therein 
to enable the room to be thrown into communi 
cation with either or both of the rooms flank 
ing it, and a clear passageway is at all times had 
through the room between the doorways in the 
opposite transverse walls thereof. 
Another feature is the arrangement of all beds 

in the room, so that they extend lengthwise along 
the longitudinal walls of the room, the length 
wise arrangement being the generally preferred 
arrangement for sleeping, and furthermore, such 
arrangement leaves a convenient passageway 
through the room and between the doorway open 
ings in the opposite transverse walls. 
Another feature is the provision whereby. Some 

or all of the beds in the room may be folded 
into out-of-the-way locations along the walls, 
when not in use, preferably into recesses provided 
therefor in said walls. This last feature provides 
a comfortable and spacious sitting room when 
not used as a bedroom. 
Another feature of the invention is the provi 

sion of a folding partition forming the major por 
tion of one of the transverse walls of the room 
wherely two such rooms adjoining each other 
may be converted into one large room adapted 
for conferences or the like. 
The foregoing and other objects and advan 

tages will become clear from following detailed 
description. When read in connection with the 
drawings forming a part hereof. 

In the drawings; 
Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic sectional plan view 

through a portion of a sleeping car showing two 
adjacent rooms according to the invention ar 
ranged Symmetrically with respect to the trans 
Verse Wall separating them, one of said rooms 
being shown arranged as a sitting room and the 
other as a bedroom. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional 
view of part of the structure shown in Fig. 1 
taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 of a slightly 
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modified arrangement, in which all the beds are 
foldable against the walls of the room. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional 
view of part of the structure shown in Fig. 3 
taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
In the drawings, the car embodying the inven 

tion is shown having the spaced outer longitu 
dinal side walls 0 and f f and the longitudinally 
extending aisle wall 32. The rooms according 
to the invention are arranged between the aisle 
wall 2 and the outer side wall 0, the latter 
having large window openings 3 through which 
the occupants of the room can look out. The 
other side wall if flanking the aisle may have 
Smaller window openings 3' equally spaced from 
each other. 
The arrangement shown in Figs. 1 and 2 pro 

wides two rooms designated respectively A and 
B which adjoin each other and are similarly 
arranged symmetrically on opposite sides of the 
common transverse wall 4, one of these rooms, 
as A, being made up as a sitting room and the 
other, as B, being made up as a bedroom. Since 
the rooms are similarly arranged, the same ref 
erence characters will be used, wherever prac 
tical, in describing them. 

Each room is bounded by the outer longitu 
dinal wall 0, the aisle wall 2, the common trans 
verse Wall 4 and a remote transverse wall 5 
Opposite the common wall 4. The room is of 
sufficient length to receive a full length sofa bed 
6 extending along the aisle wall 2 from the 

transverse wall 4 to a door opening 7 leading 
from the aisle and provided with a door 8. 
Beyond the doorway opening and between the 
transverse wall 5 and a short transverse wall 9 
is provided a Wardrobe space 20 normally closed 
by a door 2. - 

In the corner of the room formed by the out 
Side wall 0 and the transverse wall 5 is located 
an annex or toilet compartment 22, containing 
the hopper 23, folding wash basin 24 and other 
toilet and baggage accessories. 
This space may be slightly wider than the 

Wardrobe Space 20 and is separated from the main 
part of the room by a transverse wall 25, merg 
ing through a rounded corner into a longitudinal 
Wall 26 connecting it to the transverse wall 5. 
In the Wall 26 is provided a doorway and fold 
ing door 27 normally closing the annex. Between 
the annex 22 and the wardrobe 20 is provided a 
wide passageway 28 leading to a doorway and 
door 29 through the transverse wall 15, which 
permits the room to be joined to an adjacent 
room, when desired. Normally the door 29 would 
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be locked. The passageway 28 can be used as a 
dressing space, and in such event, it may be de 
sirable, to stretch a curtain, not shown, acroSS 
the space between the walls 25 and 9. 
In addition to the sofa bed 6, the room is 

provided with a pair of folding chairs, as 3. In 
the corner between the outside wall f9 and the 
transverse wall 4 is provided a recess 32' in 
said wall of a width adapted to receive a bed 
32 folded therein when the room is made up as 
a Sitting room. 
The rooms A and B may be thrown together to -- 

form one large room adapted for conferences or 
the like by making the transverse wall 4: col 
lapsible from a jamb face portion 33 adjacent the 

side of the recess receiving the bed 32. 
Such collapsible portion is indicated by the 

10. 

.15 
aisle wall to the fixed portion 34 forming the 

sectional partition 35 shown in closed position in 
full lines and in full open position in dotted lines. 
When the rooms are converted to sleeping 

rOOmS, aS ShoWn in roon B, the folding bed 32-is 
extended along the outside Wall, and the sofa bed 
6, converted into a lowerberth, and an ordinary 
upper berth 36, if three-person occupancy is de 
sired, are both extended along the aisle wall, leav 
ing between them a passageway 3 through which 
the beds can be readily reached and, further, if the 
roons A and B are thrown together and either 
One or both are connected with the room or rooms: 
-adjoining their remote Walls 5, persons may 
freely pass through one room fron end to end 
without disturbing the occupants thereof or 
through , all the connected rooms through the 
longitudinal inside passageway provided by this 
arrangement and the outside aisle need not be 
used to pass from room to room. 
When the rooms are made up as bedrooms, the 

folding chairs. 3 are stored in folded condition 
: 'under the bed or beds. 

In the modification shown in Figs. 3 and 4, all 
the parts are the same and similarly designated 
as in the arrangement described except that the 
sofa bed and upper berth are replaced by two 
vertically spaced beds, as 38, folding along longi 
tudinal axes into recesses, as 39, provided therefor 
in the aisle wall. With this arrangement, with 
all three beds folded against the room walls a 
larger floor space is made free when the room is 
arranged as a sitting room. With this arrange 
ment an additional folding chair 3 is supplied to 
each room. When the room is made up as a bed 
roorn, tr. f(lding beds are all moved to horizontal 
positions, and in plan, the room appears just as in 
the previous embodiment. The folding chairs are 
then stored in folded condition under the beds. 

It will be seen that this arrangement of rooms 
provides a very comfortable sitting room for day 
time travel which can be readily converted into a 
sleeping rooin in which the beds all extend longi 
tudinally and are spaced apart to provide a pas 
'sageway through the room through Which perSons 
may pass from another room, and further where 
large parties are travelling together a number of 
rooms may be joined together with a private 
passageway through them independent of the 
public aisle. Where a large conference.room is 
desired, the two rooms adjoining a common parti 
tion may be thrown into one large room by the 
folding partition. 
While specific, embodiments of the invention 

have been herein described it will be understood 
that changes and modifications may be made by 
those skilled in the art without departing from the 
main features theredf, and it is desired to cover 
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such changes and modifications in the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A sleeping car having two adjoining rooms 

Separated by a common transverse wall, each 
room having a longitudinal Outer wall, a longitu 
dinal aisle wall and a transverse wall intercon 
necting the outers and aisle walls remote from the 
common transverse wall, each room having beds 
therein arranged to extend from the common 
transverse wall along the aisle and the outer walls 

... thereof; each room further having a doorway and 
door in the aisle wall disposed lengthwise beyond 
3the extended bed adjacent said aisle wall, one of 
the beds in each room being foldable into a re 
cess provided therefor in the common transverse 
Wall, and the major part of the remaining portion 
of said common transverse wall being foldable to 
throw the two rooms into one large room. 

2. A side aisle sleeping car room adapted to ac 
'commodate at least three persons for either day 
time or nighttime travel and bounded by a longi 
?tudinal outside wall, a longitudinal aisle wall and 
spaced transverse walls, interconnecting the out 

25 side and aisle Walls and normally completely 
separating the room from adjoining rooms, a 
doorway and a door therefor in each of Said trans 
verse walls for connecting it with one or both ad 
joining rooms, beds arranged in said room and 
movable from use to storage position and vice 
versa, said beds when in storage position being 
folded against the room walls and when in use 
position extending lengthwise along the respective 
aisle and outside walls and leaving a longitudinal 
passageway between them communicating at its 
ends, with the doorways, in the respective trans 
verse walls and at one end with a doorway and 
door in the aisle wall disposed lengthwise beyond 
the extended bed-adjacent said aisle wall; whereby 
the room can be used as a separate room or en 
suite with either or both of the adjoining rooms 
and private passage between the rooms so used is 
available without the necessity of using the public 
side aisle. 

3. A side aisle sleeping car, comprising a series 
of 'rooms providing similar accommodations ar 
ranged between a car side wall and the adjacent 
side aisle wall and normally completely separated 
from each other by fixed transverse partitions 
interconnecting the side and aisle walls, each of 
said rooms being convertible into a sitting room 
or into a bedroom, a doorway having a door 
normally closing it in each of the fixed transverse 
partitions separating each room from adjoining 
rooms, a passageway from partition doorway to 
partition doorway through each of said rooms, 
folding beds arranged in each room to extend 
lengthwise along the respective aisle and side 
walls on opposite sides of said passageway when 
the room is made up as a bedroom, and folded 
against the walls or partitions of the room when 
the room is made up as a sitting room, each room 
having a doorWay and door in the aisle wall dis 
posed lengthwise beyond the extended bed ad 
jacent said aisle wall, and chairs in said room, 
at least certain of said chairs being collapsible 
and being Stored in collapsed condition beneath 
the bed, or beds when the latter are extended for 
use, thereby leaving the passageway, through each 
room open at all times. 

4. A side aisle, sleeping car comprising a series 
of. rooms providing similar accommodations ar 
ranged between a car-side-wall and the adjacent 

... side aisle. Wall and normally completely separated 
from each other by fixed transverse partitions 



5 
interconnecting the side and aisle walls, each of 
Said rooms being convertible into a sitting room 
or into a bedroom, a doorway having a door 
normally closing it in each of the fixed transverse 
partitions separating each room from adjoining 
rooms, a passageway from partition doorway to 
partition doorway through each room, chairs in 
each room capable of seating at least two perSons 
when the room is converted into a sitting room, 
a bed in each room, foldable about an axis parallel 
to its long sides, and folded against the aisle 
wall when the room is converted into a Sitting 
room and movable to a horizontal position ex 
tending lengthwise along the aisle wall and be 
tween it and said passageway to serve as a bed, 
and ancther bed in each room foldable about an 
axis parallel to its short sides and folded against 
one of said transverse partitions when the room 
is converted into a sitting room and movable to a 
horizontal position extending lengthwise along 
the car side wall between it and Said passageway 
to serve as a bed, each room having a doorway 
and door disposed lengthwise beyond the extended 
bed adjacent said aisle wall, at least certain of 
said chairs being collapsible and stored in 
collapsed condition beneath the bed or beds. When 
the latter are extended for use, thereby leaving 
the passageway through each room open at all 
times. 

5. In a railway car having a side aisle, a Series 
of rooms extending between the side aisle and the 
opposite car side wall, and Separated from each 
other by transverse walls interconnecting said 
car side and aisle Walls, each of Said roors being 
convertible into a bedroom or a sitting room and 
being furnished with a pair at least of made-up 
beds movable from storage to use position, a pair 
at least of seating accommodations, certain of 
said seating accommodations being foldable and 
stored in folded condition beneath certain of the 
beds when the latter are in use position, Separate 
enclosed toilet compartments associated with each 
room each having a doorway providing access 
thereto from the associated room, doorways open 
ing into the aisle from each room, doorways and 
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doors in the transverse walls separating the 
rooms, and an inside passageway, separate from 
the aisle through the respective rooms, open at all 
times both when the rooms are made up as bed 
rooils or as Sitting rooms to permit free passage 
between Said Series of rooms through the door 
WayS in the intermediate partitions separating 
them. 

6. In a railway sleeping car, a pair of adjoining 
rooms arranged between a side aisle wall and a 
Side wall of the car and defined by end transverse 
Walls and an intermediate transverse wall sepa 
rating the rooms, each of Said rooms having, as 
part of the perinanent equipment therein, a pair 
of beds and a pair of seats and a separate enclosed 
toilet compartment accessible from the room 
through a doorway and door, said beds and seats 
being movable from Storage to use positions and 
vice verSa for converting said rooms either into 
bedrooms or into sitting rooms, each room having 
a free paSSageway therethrough between its trans 
verse Walls and a doorway and door in the aisle 
Wall connecting it with the aisle, and the inter 
mediate wall having door means whereby the 
rooms can be rendered intercommunicating when 
made up either as Sitting rooms or as bedrooms. 

JOHN W. PATTON. 
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