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Zo all whom it may concern :
Be it known that T, Stuas Epear Trour,
t citizen of the United States, residing 'at

Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia.

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Fil-
ing Devices, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings,

This invention comprises an improved
filing device. Tt is a development of the
forms which are set forth in U. S, patents
to me numbered 1,216,017, dated February
13, 1917, and 1,221,631, dated April 3, 1917,
respectively.

While it is of general application, it lends
itself especially for use as a unit in a filing
system of the general type set forth in Pat-
ent No. 1,224,976, issued to me on May 8,
1917,

1t is contemplated, among ofher objects,
to produce a filing device capable of retain-
ing the filable matter in a segregated ar-
rangement and preferably in vertical posi-
tion, it being found that in this way, there
1s no lapping over of the papers, ete., and
conseqitently the matters are much more
easily inserted and removed, and with less
damage in the way of wear and tear.

In furtherance of another object of the
invention, the device is arranged. in unit
form, and provision is made for moving it
about readily from place to place. In this
way it may be placed beside a typewriter for
the reception of general correspondence, or
moved into place to take loose leaf account-
ing, billing, invoicing, and the like, at vari-
ous departments or desks devoted to these
matters. It may also be moved bodily into
a vault, or removed from the truck and
made a part of a filing cabinet as conditions
require.

To render the contents dust, fire and ver-
min proof, a cover arrangement is effected
which provides for locking, and when open
serves also in the capacity of shelves.
These, together with other objects and ad-
vantages will in part be apparent, and in
part be brought out in the description which
follows. '

Drawings illustrating a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, are appended as
a part hereof, the following views being
shown :—

Figure 1, is a view in front elevation;

Fig. 2, is u transverse section thercof:

Fig. 3, is a side elevation of a portion;

Fig. 4, is a top plan view, the cover being
open, and a portion of one lid heing broken
away;

Fig. 5, is a detail view in perspective; and
Fig. 6, is a detail view in section.

Referring specifically to the drawings,
the numeral 7 designates a filing' device unit
or receptacle, and 8, a wheeled truck or
carrier for the same. \

The filing device 7 comprises side mem-
bers 9, end portions 10, and a bottom 11
joined to form a rveceptacle. The sides have
portions bent inwardly, and carried down-
wardly in spaced relation to the sides, then
bent back into engagement therewith, such
portions being designated by the numeral
12, These portions are provided with slots
13, preferably arranged vertically therein
and in spaced relation one to another on
oppositely disposed portions of the sides,
for the purpose of forming a support or ve-
tainers for spacers 14. This forms a simple
and efficient means for retaining spacer ele-
ments in vertical arrangement, and conse-
quently filable matter which 1may be inserted
between these spacers.

A cover is provided, preferably formed in
sections, and each section comprising a side
portion 15 and a top portion 16. The side
portions are pivotally secured at their inner
edges as by pins 17 journaled in the ends
of the receptacle, and are each provided
with an angularly extended portion 18,
These extensions bear directly against the
sides of the receptacle when' the cover is
closed as shown in Fig. 2, and may also be
used as_holding means for the receptacle
when it is made a part of a permanent filing
case, or stored on racks.

The top portion of each section is hingedly
connected to the side portion, the arrange-
ment being such that when in open position,
the top sections will be at approximately
right angles to the side portions, thus serv-
ing as shelves. The hinge means for pro-
ducing this effect are designated by the nu-
meral 18",

Means are provided for locking the cover,
and to this end one of the sections has, at
its free end an angulated portion 19, adapted
to take into a depression in a keeper 20, the
general form of which may be seen best in
Fig. 2. There is a keeper at each end of the
receptacle disposed on a ridge 21 formed on
cach end section. The other portion of the
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top section is adapted to overlap the corre-
sponding section which has the angulated
portion 19, and be held in locked relation to
the end portions by means of rods 22, piv-
5 oted in the outer ends of a toggle 23, actu-
ated by a handle 24. These rods work in
guides 25 at their outer ends, and one of
the rods may be provided with a collar 26,
back of which a bolt 26 of a lock 27 is adapt-
10 ed to engage, as best seen in Fig. 6. The
lock has a keyway 28 extending through the
front »ortion of the receptacle, and an iden-
tification-bearing instrumentality 29 is pref-
erably disposed on the same face thereof.
Handles 30 are provided, one at each end
of the box, for the purpose of lifting it
about readily, and the entire unit is pro-
vided with a means for retaining it m a
definite position with relation to a desk or
20 the like, and for carrying or transporting
it about veadily, such means having been
referred to previously by numeral 8. This
comprises a truck or the like having a sup-

15

porting frame 31 formed from angle iron,

25 and supported upon standards 32, joined by
brace members 383, and having wheeled
casters 84. The mauner in which the box is
retained on this truck is clearly shown on
Figs. 2 and 3. )

30 + The provision of the slots, and the speecial
formation of the sides, constitute a simple
and efficient means of retaining spacers in
vertical arrangement, and likewise the fil-
able matter which may be inserted therebe-

35 tween. The provision of the cover and lock-
ing means minimizes dust, insures privacy,
and aids materially in fire proof storage.
By arranging the boxes in unit form and
providing a carrier of the type disclosed,

40 the devices may be placed to a variety of
uses within latitudes adapted to vary with
the conditions under which it may be de-
sired to use them.

While the invention has been disclosed in

45 the embodiment herein illustrated, it will be
understood that it is not limited to the par-
ticular form set forth, as many changes in
the construction and general arrangement of
the parts may be made without departing

50 from the principles of the invention or sac-
rificing its chief advantages.

What I claim is:—
1. A filing device comprising side, end,
and bottom &ections joined to form a ve-

55 ceptacle; and a plurality of inwardly and
downwardly projecting members on certain
of said sections to constitute retainers for
spacer elements. ‘

2. A filing device comprising side, end,

1,328,604

and bottom sections joined to form a recep-
tacle; a plurality of inwardly and down-
wardly projecting members on certain of
said sectlons to constitute spacer retainers;
and spacers disposed 1n said retainers.

3. A filing device comprising side, end,
and bottom sections joined to form a recep-
tacle; a plurality of inwardly and down-
wardly projecting members on certain of
said sections to constitute spacer retainers;
and a cover instrumentality on certain of
said sections.

4. A-filing device comprising side, end,
and bottom sections joined to form’ a recep-
tacle; a plurality of inwardly and down-
wardly projecting portions on certain of
said sections; said portions being in spaced
relation to said sides and to each other, to
constitute retainers for spacers; and spacers
retained thereby.

5. A filing device comprising side, end,
and bottom sections joined to foriu a recep-
tacle; spacer retaining members disposed on
certain of said sections; spacers retained
thereby: and cover instrumentalities com-
prising sections; a portion of each section
being pivotally connected to one of said re-
ceptacle sections; and another portion of
each section being arranged to open at ap-
proximately right angles to the first men-
tioned portion, to constitute a shelf swhen in
open position.

6. A filing device comprising sections
joined to form a veceptacle, certain of said
sections carrying portions extended in-
wardly in spaced relation to the sides to
constitute retainers for spacer elements.

7. A filing- device comprising sections
joined to form a receptacle, certain of said
sections carrying portions extended in-
wardly in spaced relation to the sections and
to each other to constitute retainers for
spacer elements.

8. A filing device comprising sections
joined to form a teceptacle, certain of said
gections carrying -portions extended in-
wardly in spaced relation to the sections and
to each other and then downwardly and
back into proximity to.the sections to con-
stibute retainers for spacer elements; and
a cover instrumentality associated with these
sections and adapted to constitute a shelf
when in open position. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

SILAS EDGAR TROUT.
Witnesses :

E. E. Trour,
1. M. H. Gyav.
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