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This invention relates to a skirt or trouser hanger and
stretcher, comprising two hanging bars guided one on
the other and two holders for the garment fo be hung,
together with a spring member which tends to keep the
hanging bars in the spread position.

Garment stretchers of this general construction are
known; the one according to the invention differs from
these in that the hanging bars or arms are each bent
through 180 degrees into a U-shape so as to form two
legs or shanks which extend parallel to one another in
spaced relation, each of these pairs of legs carrying line-
arly movable holding clamps whereby the legs of these
clamps are guided on the bar legs by means of grooves
so as to cause the clamps with the garment attached there-
to to tilt under the action of said spring member, the
clamps being thus held self-locked on the bars.

The accompanying drawing shows by way of example
one preferred form of embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows a view of the hanger and stretcher with
both the clamps and the bars in their respective end
positions;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal section of the device in FIG. 1,
as taken on the line II—II, with the hanging bars pushed
together;

FIG. 3 is a part-view to FIG. 1 on a larger scale;

FIG. 4 is a side view with a partial section taken on
the line IV—IV of FIG. 3, the clamp being closed;

FIG. 5 is a corresponding side view with the clamp
opened;

FIG. 6 shows a sectional view taken on the line VI—VI
of FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 is a side view of one leg of a clamp;

FIG. 8 is a view of the leg shown in FIG. 7 as seen
from inside;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken on the line IX—IX
of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a side view of the other clamp leg shown
in FIG. 7;

FIG. 11 is a view of the leg in FIG. 10 as seen from
inside; and

FIG. 12 is a section taken on the line XIT—XII of
FIG. 11.

The skirt or trouser hanger and stretcher shown com-
prises two U-shaped hanging bars 1 and 2 whose legs
or shanks 1e¢ and 2a rest against and overlap one an-
other. The overlapping shanks 1a and 2a are surround-
ed by a tension coil spring 3 having at both ends turns
3a gradually reduced in diameter, whereby the final turn
3b (FIG. 2) provided at each end closely surrounds the
bar ends 15 and 2b, respectively. The spring, besides
being a stretch means, also serves as a guide for the
hanging bars. On pushing the bars towards each other,
as shown in FIG. 2, the coil spring 3 is tensioned. At
its mid-point the spring 3 is traversed by a suspension
hook 4, whose lower end extends downwardly between
the two shanks 1z and 2a. At its lower extremity the
hook 4 carries a rivet head 4a which engages the said
shanks from below. The rivet-carrying lower end there-
by lies within the spring turns, while the shank of the
suspension hook 4 protrudes upwards through the turns
of the temsion spring 3. At their respective mid-points
the holding bars 1, 2 are each bent through 180 degrees,
thus forming the parallel shanks 1a, 1c and 24, 2c, re-
spectively. Each pair of shanks 1a, 1c¢ and 2a, 2¢ has
arranged therebetween a holding clamp 5 for hanging
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skirts or trousers, the respective clamps 5 being slidably
displaceable on the leg pairs in a lengthwise direction.
The clamps each consist of two legs 5a and 5b, respec-
tively and a spring-type circlip 6 holding them together.
The legs each have transverse grooves 7 on their out-
sides by which they are guided on the shanks 1a, 1c and
2a, 2c. On their inner surfaces the legs 5 have inter-
engaging rtibs 8a and 8b, respectivley, to secure them
against lateral displacement, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5.
Between the ribs 84 and 8b the legs are each provided
with a longitudinal slot 9 adapted to receive a circlip 6
holding the legs 5a, 5b together. Circlip 6 tends to
spread out the clip legs and thus to keep the clip closed.
The pressure exerted by the spring ends 6a of circlip 6
upon the legs Sa, 5b further produces a friction pres-
sure between the clip legs and the hanging bars 1, 2
thus opposing to a certain extent the lengthwise displace-
ment of the clips on the shanks.

In the extreme extended positions of the hanger and
stretcher shown in FIG. 1, the two clamps may be moved
toward or away from each other against the force of a
certain sliding friction. By suitably adjusting the clamps,
the trousers or skirts can be readily gripped with the
latter and, after securing the garment the spring 3 can
be tensioned while pressing the bars I, 2 together and
sliding the clamps outwards simultaneously. The spring
then exerts a lengthwise thrust on the bars 1, 2 or clamps
5, thus stretching the garment thereon. At the same
time the lengthwise thrust of spring 3 tilts the clamps §
seated on the bars and thus secures the clamps on the
bars against further displacement.

‘What I claim is:

1. A garment hanger and stretcher, comprising support
means; a pair of elongated generally horizontal arms lon-
gitudinally extending in opposite lateral directions from
said support means and longitudinally shiftable relative
to one another and to said support means; respective
clamps slidably displaceable on each of said arms out-
wardly of said support means for releasably holding a
garment, said arms each including a pair of parallel hori-
zontally spaced shanks, each of said clamps including
a pair of pivotable members each mounted upon a re-
spective shank of a respective arm, each of said mem-
bers having a longitudinally extending trough-shaped
groove receiving said shanks and being deflectable upon
attachment to a garment to lock against the respective
shank; and spring means urging said arms outwardly from
said support means.

2. A garment hanger and stretcher, comprising sup-
port means including an upright rod having its upper
end formed into a hook; a pair of elongated generally
horizontally U-shaped arms longitudinally extending in
opposite lateral directions from said support means; re-
spective clamps slidably displaceable on each of said
arms outwardly of said support means for releasably
holding a garment, said arms each including a pair of
parallel laterally spaced shanks and respective bights at
longitudinally opposite extremities thereof, said clamps
each including a pair of pivotable members each mount-
ed upon one shank of a respective arm, said members be-
ing formed with respective longitudinal grooves and said
shanks being received therein for guiding said clamps on

-said arms, said clamps each being provided with respec-

tive springs urging its members into frictional engage-
ment with the respective shanks; and springs means urg-
ing said arms outwardly from said support means.

3. A garment hanger and stretcher, comprising sup-
port means including an upright rod having its upper end
formed into a hook; a pair of elongated generally hori-
zontal U-shaped arms longitudinally extending in oppo-
site lateral directions from said support means; respec-
tive clamps slidably displaceable on each of said arms
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outwardly of said support means for releasably holding
a garment, said arms each including a pair of parallel
laterally spaced shanks and respective bights connecting
the shanks of each arm at longitudinally opposite ex-
tremities thereof, a first shank of each arm being received
between both shanks of the other arm, the free ends
of said first shanks being transversely deformed in op-
posite directions and into contact with one another there-
by forming a pair of stops for preventing a longitudinal
disengagement of said arms; an elongated coil spring sur-
rounding said first shank; respective clamps slidably dis-
placeable on each of said arms, said clamps each includ-
ing a pair of juxtaposed members formed with respective
longitudinally extending trough-shaped grooves on oppo-
site external sides thereof, said shanks being received in
said grooves for guiding said clamps, said members be-
ing pivotable about the respective shanks and being
formed with throughgoing openings above and below the
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respective pivotal axes, and respective annular spring clips
extending through said openings for urging said members
into a normally closed garment-retaining position.
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