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1 Claim. (CL 95—89)

This invention relates to a container for photographic
developing tanks.

It is an objective of this invention toc provide a con-
tainer holding all the necessary developing solutions prop-
erly arranged so that a closed tank containing an exposed
film may be developed, washed and fixed merely by re-
moving it from one compartment of the container to
another, and then may be washed merely by turning on
the wash water, without muss and without danger or need
of opening the tank.

It is a further object to provide a container which will
be completely sealed while closed so that oxidation or
other detericration of the developing solutions may be
reduced to a minimum.

It is a further object to provide a container through
which wash water may be cansed to flow in a manner
to give equal washing to all porticns of the film.

This container is especially adapted for use with the
type of developing tank in which the film is contained
within a protecting frame and folded zigzag, and the
tank is of rectangular form to receive the loaded frame.
That tank has ingress and egress openings for solutions,
which are light trapped. While it will be clear that the
container compartments shall be no larger than necessary
to receive the tank.

The device is illustrated in the accompanying figures,
in which Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a container and
cover embodying this invention. Fig. 2 is a top plan view
with a part of the cover broken away. Fig. 3 is a section
along the lines 3—3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a section along
the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

The device consists primarily of a container 18 divided
into three compartments A, B and C by partition 11.
Each of these compartments is of a size and shape to
receive the developing tank with which it is to be used,
with a Iittle clearance. The compartments A, B and C are
receiving the developer, the wash water and the fixer of
the wvsual developing process and the container is closed
by a cover 12.

The compartmenis A and C may be provided with a
suitable sealing arrangement to limit the access of air to
the developing and fixing solutions. As shown a groove
13 is cut into the upper face of the side walls of these
compartments to receive water or solution, and the under-
side of the cover carries a downwardly extending circum-
ferential flange 14 adapted to fit within groove 13 and to
extend into a water bath contained therein.

To insure the presence of liquid in the water bath to
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the proper depth, openings 15 are provided leading from
the groove into the compariment B at a height to main-
tain the water level above the bottom edge of the flange
14 but to prevent splashing as the cover is put in place.
The central compartment B is provided with a perforated
bottom 16 defining below it an intake chamber 17 for
water which may be connected with a water supply
through an inlet 18 into which a suitable hose may be
fitted.

This central compartment B alsc has an over flow
discharge opening 19, which similarly may be connected
to waste.

The use of the device will be obvious. The sealed
tank, having the film therein, may be first inserted in
the central compartment B and the compartment is filled
with water. As the water rises gently it wets the surface
of the film without air bubbles. )

After the film is wet, it is lifted out of compartment B,
the water draining out of it, and inserted into the develop-
ing liquid in compartment A. As in all tank develop-
ment the duration of the developing is fixed by the tem-
perature, after which the tank is again transferred to
compartment B which may still be full of water.

How much washing is done is determined by the skill
of the operator. The tank is then removed from the
compartment B and put inte compartment C containing
the acid fixing bath for the prescribed length of time.
After fixing it is again inserted in compartment B. A
fiow of water through that compartment is maintained
long enough to wash out all the fixer.

Thereafter the film may be dried in the usual manner.

What I claim:

A developing device comprising a vessel having trans-

erse partitions dividing it into two end sections and a
middle section, grooves on the upper edge of said vessel
surrounding said end sections having lateral openings
into said middle section, a cover having a fiange adapted
to extend into said groove to a point below said lateral
opening, said middle section having a perforated false
bottom and a water supply below said bottom and having
a water outlet above the level of said lateral openings
whereby said grooves are automatically kept filled with
water.
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