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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, THOMAS E. WEBBER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ran-
dolph, in the county of Kennebee and State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Suspenders; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled inthe art to which itap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention has relation to an improve-
ment in suspenders, and the novelty will be
fully understood from the following deserip-
tion and claims, taken in connection with the
annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in rear elevation of my
improved suspenders. Fig. 2 is a view of a
portion of one of the straps, showing the
buckle with one of the button-hole tabs ap-
plied. Fig. 3 is a sectional detail view of the
rear portion of one of the straps, showing the
manner of forming a loop for the button-hole
straps, and Fig. 4 is a view taken at right an-
gles to Fig. 3. ‘

In carrying out my invention I take two

straps A, which may be of leather or other
suitable material. Ipreferthe use of leather,
and when such is employed its outer surface
may be embossed, so as to present a very neat
appearance and give finish to the article.
These straps are slitted for a sufficient dis-
tance longitudinally, as shown at a, so as to
form two parallel strips b and ¢, the strips ¢
being of slightly greater length than thestrip
b, so that it may be lapped upon the strip b
to form a loop d for the passage of the but-
ton-hole straps D, as will be presently ex-
plained. 'The slitted portions of the straps
A are interlaced, as shown at B, and in such
a manner as to be-allowed a free play with
respect to each other, thereby accommodating
themselves to the position and movements of
the wearer. These straps after being inter-
laced, as described, have the free ends of the
longer strips ¢ looped for the passage of the
button-hole straps, and stitched or otherwise
secured to itself with the free end of the strip
U interposed, as shown. It is obvious that
these parts may be stitched, as shown at e, or
may be secured by rivets or other suitable
fastening devices, :

E indicates a metallic wear-plate, which is
formed from a strip sufficiently narrow to en-
ter the loop d of the strip c. These wear-
plates, after being bent so as to present an
oval or convex portion f, with a flat surface
within the loops d, have their free ends
clinched or compressed on the under or outer
side of the said loops, as shown at g, so that

a rounded or convex bearing having a flat

surface will always be preserved for the free
movements of the button-hole straps D, which
themselves have a rounded portion H, where
they bear in the loops.

F indicates a buckle, there being one em-
ployed on the forward end of each strap A.
This buckle is of a rectangular form, having
the usual cross-bar and tongue,and is secured
to the straps in the ordinary manner, hayving
its cross-bar ¢ arranged downwardly.

G indicates the front button-hole tabs,
which may be formed from leather or other

-sufficiently stout and durable material, hav-

ing eyes to receive the buttons of panta-
loons. These tabs G are connected with the
lower cross-bar of the buckle by an elastic
tabric H’,and the pointat which theyare con-
nected with the buckle may be re-enforced by
leatheror other material. It will thus be seen
that the button-lole tabs may be readily ad-
justed up and down upon the straps by sim-
ply adjusting ‘the buckle thereon.-

In the present illustration I have shown the
rear button-hole straps as having one branch
longer than another, and a single button-hole
tab for the front end of each strap. In this
construction it is designed to have the short
branch of the rear straps buttoned to the back
buttons of the pantaloons, while' the longer
branches extend around and button to the
side buttons of the band, the front button-
hole tabs buttoning one each to the front but-
tons of the band; but it is obvious that this
portion of the device may be changed at pleas-
ure, according to the faney of the manufac-
turer or the choice of the wearer. With sug-

penders of this construction a direct draft
from the shoulder to the band in front may
be had, and to the band on the opposite side
bend, and I attach importance to the fact that
portions,
are free to move in harmony

the suspenders have the interlaced
as while they
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with the movements of the wearer by this
interlacing and adjustment of the button-
straps, they work toward the neck of the
wearer and have no tendency to slip over the
shoulders.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A pair of suspenders comprising two
body or shoulder straps having their rear por-
tions slitted and laced and each slitted por-
tion formed in a loop to receive the button-
hole straps, substantially as specified.

2. A pair of suspenders having the rear
ends of the main body or shoulderstraps slit-
ted as described and laced, and the metallic
plates E, bent, as shown, and secured in the
loop portions of said straps, so as to present
a convex surface for the easy play of button-

hole straps, substantially as specified.

3. A pair of suspenders comprising, essei-
tially, two main body-straps slitted longitudi-
nally at their rear ends and laced with the
ends of the slitted portions formed in loops,
the metallic wear-plates having a convexsur-
face secured in said loops, the button-hole
straps arranged in the loops at the rear ends
of the straps, the buckles adjustably con-
nected with the forward ends of the main
straps, the button-hole tabs, and the elastic

pieces connecting the tabs with the buckles,

substantially as specified. ) .
Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS E. WEBBER:
VWitnesses:

W. C. FLETCHER,
J. E. LIPPINCOTT.
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