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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE S. PAGE, OF STANLEY, NEW J E R SEY. 

COMPOST ON FOR PRESERVING FABRICS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 246,385, dated August 30, 1881. 
Application filed March 29, 1880. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that, GEORGE SHEPARD PAGE, 

of Stanley, township of Chatham, county of 
Morris, and State of New Jersey, have invent 
ed a new and useful composition and fabric for 
protecting textile fabrics, feathers, and furs. 
from moths, mildew, vermin, and water, and 
paper, Cutlery, hardware, and all other goods 
subject to damage by moisture or water; and I 
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description of the mode of manufac 
turing the same, which will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 

I am aware that carbolic acid and coal-tar 
or bitumen have been used to accomplish the 
results hereinafter stated; but it is obvious 
that for many purposes it will be far prefera 
ble to treat fabrics with a composition con 
sisting of paraffine and naphthaline, and as 
hereinafter stated. For instance, the odor of 
the coal-tar and bitumen is offensive. Fabrics 
treated with these latter ingredients have a 
tendency to soil articles with which they come 
in contact; hence it is necessary to employ a 
Wrapping-paper for protection, adding greatly 
to the cost of packing merchandise. 
The object of my invention is to avoid these 

difficulties by so combining naphthaline with 
another substance as to render this odor less 
offensive, and to manufacture, treat, or pre 
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pare paper, cloth, or other fabrics so that they 
can be used as Wrapping-paper's and yet not 
soil the articles wrapped in them, and which 
will preserve articles for a great length of time 
from moth, mildew, vermin, and water. 
My invention relates to the composition con 

sisting of substances for the purpose of secur 
ing in a single body a moth, mildew, vermin, 
and water proof compound, and the saturation 
of cloth, paper, or other fabric with the same. 
To carry my invention into effect I take 

paraffine-wax and melt it, adding to five (5) to 
ten (10) parts of the liquid paraffine ninety (90) 
to ninety-five (95) parts of naphthaline; but I 
do not, however, limit myself to these propor 
tions. I then immerse the cloth, paper, or 
other fabric in this liquid, using any suitable 
mechanical contrivance or appliance for sat 

(Specimens.) 

urating and drying it. I can, also, first sat- so 
ll rate the fabric in paraffine and then in naph 
thaline, or Vice versa. The result is a clear 
pliable fabric, which can readily be handled 
Without producing a caustic effect on the skin, 
and which will not soil delicate goods, nor is 
it objectionable on account of its odor, and 
which possesses other obvious advantages. 
I also use, when desirable, in the treatment 

of fine papers or fabrics with the materials 
above named a slight admixture of one or 
more of the essential oils, such as winter-green 
or mirbane, for the purpose of imparting a 
fragrance to the paper or fabric so saturated. 
Paraffine is the best medium for retaining for 
a long time the antiseptic and disinfecting 
properties of naphthaline, hence its special 
adaptation for the purposes above mentioned. 
This treated cloth, paper, or other fauric can 

be used to greater advantage than almost any 
other contrivance as a lining for bales, boxes, 
cases, trunks, closets, or storage apartments, 
and Woolens, feathers, and furs can thus be 
perfectly protected from injury by moths, in 
sects, or vermin. Cottons, cutlery, hardware, 
paper, and all articles liable to be damaged by 
exposure to steam or water are rendered ab 
solutely safe. 

I may modify the paraffine at any stage of 
its use by mixing the satne with any ingredient 
for diluting, stiffening, or otherwise favorably 8o 
affecting the same for the uses indicated; I may 
apply the same in any of the many ways in which 
the same is obviously applicable, and I may 
apply the same to any required thickness. I 
may apply the paraffine in combination with 85 
any equivalent of naphthaline. 
While I prefer the composition consisting of 

paraffine with naphthaline in the proportions 
first above indicated, and by the means here 
tofore described, and in the sequence stated, 
for the purpose of creating a moth, mildew, 
vermin, and water proof compound, I may omit 
any one or more of the details of the same, ad 
hering only to the composition consisting of 
naphthaline and paraffine for effecting the com- 95 
plete protection claimed. 

I do not broadly claim the application of 
naphthaline as a means of preventing the raV 
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ages of moths and other insects, as this has naphthaline and parafline, substantially as set 
been known for some time; nor do I claim the forth. IO 
use of paraffine as a Waterproofing agent, for 2. As a new article of manufacture, a fabric 
this, too, is old; but saturated with naphthaline and paraffine. 

5 What I claim, and desire to secure by Let- GEORGE SHEPARD PAGE. 
ters Patent, is- Witnesses: 

1. A compound for rendering fabrics moth, EDWD. M. ATKINSON, 
mildew, Water, and vermin proof, consisting of J. J.OWITT. 

  


