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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. WILSON,

OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.,
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 341,365, dated May 4, 1886.

Applieation filed Felruary 11, 1£85.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wirriam J. WILSON,
of Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Hose-Clamps; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription thereof.

In theuse of water-hose at fires much valua-
ble time is lost and frequently great danger is
incurred by the bursting of a secmon of hose
In such case it is usually necessary to shut off
the water ab the plug or other source of supply
in order to be able to remove the damaged
section, and as such source is often a consid-
erable distance away much time is necessarily
lost in effecting the change. As this loss of
time oceurs at a critical moment it often re-
sults in great damage to property, and some-
times in loss of life. It is not an unusual oc-
currence that a burst occursin a section form-
ing part of a line running up a high building,
and when this happens Lhe chanfre involves
more tinie and trouble than when Lhe accident
oceurs on the ground.

My invention consistsinanimproved clamp-
ing and holding deviee adapted for use with
different sizes of hose, by which the water may
be shut off back of the damaged section and
held closed until such section is replaced by
another section, and also by which the line
can be held on a building or ladder while the
change is being made.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will now deseribe it
by reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figures 1 and:2 are side views illustrating
the construetion and operation of one form of
my improvement. Fig. 3 is a detail of con-
struction. KFigs. 4 and 5 are views of modifi-
cations.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in each.

In Figs. 1 and 2, ¢ and ) indicate two jaws
or bars, whieh are hinged together at e. On
the outer-end of the jaw « is a hinged hook or
link, d, which is designed, when the jaws are
brought together, to engage with the hook e
ontheendofthelever f. Thelever fishinged
to the outer end of the jaw b at b’, and at its
rear end is provided with a hinged ring or
hook, g, which, when the jaws are tightly
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closed on a section of hose, as shown in Fig.
2, is intended to hook over the pin 0° on the
1ea1 end of the jaw b, 8o as to hold the jawsin
a closed position.

The operation of my impr ovement is as fol-
lows: Ifa section of hose in usein aline should
burst, the jaws @ b are placed, as shown in
Fig. 1, around the next section back, a little
in the rear of the coupling, between the two
sections, and pressed together until the hook
e can be engaged with the link . Then force
isapplied to the lever fand it is pressed down,
the link d, supported on the jaw «, servingas a
fulerum until the sides of the hose I are
tightly compressed together and the water is
shut off. It may be secured in this position
by putting the ring g overthe pind®, as shown
in Fig. 2.

In the modification shown in Fig. 4 the ends
of the jaws a b are extended consldembly to
form handles m, and the securing-ring g is
placed on the outer end of jaw @ and turns up
over the end of the jaw b, which may be pro-
vided with a notch, 0*, to receive it. In this
instance the lever f 11‘1% its falerum in a link
or strap, ¢, depen(]mo from each side, and tak-
mg over pins %, one on each side. The links

.4 are guided by oblong staples !, one on each

side of the jaw .

In using this device the hose extends be-
tween the jaws, back of the pins k. The jaws
are closed on it by using their outer ends, m,
as handles until the eyes or hooks of the links
¢ can be put over the pins &, and then the
pressure of the lever fis applled the link <
serving as a fulerum, which is supported by
the lower jaw, «, as in the case of the link d
in Fig. 1. The extension of the jaws beyond
the end of the lever f, forming handles m, af-
fords a means of applying pressure on the hose
in addition to the lever.

In Fig. 5 the lever f is dispensed with, and
the pressure is "!.pplled solely by means of the
handlesm. Thisform isuseful with light hose
and a light pressure of water, but 11‘1s not
nearly the power of the other foum and there-
fore is not applicable to large stiff hose and a
heavy water-pressure.

The form shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is more
portable, and it can be folded up into a smaller
compass, and may be carried in the pocket.

In Fig. 3 Ishow how the jaws are adjusted
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at the hinge to receive various sizes of hose.
Here the screws which secure the jaw b to the
hinge-plate ¢ pass through slots ¢/, and a set-
serew, 7, works through the upper angle, ¢,
of the plate against the end of the javw, so that
by screwing the set-screw in or out the jaws
may spread the desired distance apart at the
hinged end.

By the use of this simple and effective de-
vice, the hinge being adjusted to suit the di-
ameter of the hose, the water may be shut off
at any desired point in a line of hose without
trouble or loss of time, so that effective service
may be rendered in moments of emergency,
when the loss of a few moments may be fatal
to life and property.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A hose-clamp consisting of a pair of clamp-
ing-jaws hinged together at one end by an ad-
justable hinge, capable of closing together on
the hose, and provided with a ring or hook
for sccuring them in a closed position, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 6th day of February, A. D. 1885.

WILLIAM J. WILSON.
Witnesses: .

THOMAS B. KERR,
W. B. Corwin.

20

25



