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57 ABSTRACT 
An eye fundus camera adapted to be mounted with a 
first (12) and a second (20; 26, 27) apparatus for observ 
ing and/or photographing the eye fundus, and including 
a movable mirror (18) moved between a first position 
where it admits light from the eye fundus to the first 
apparatus (12) and a second position where it deflects 
the light toward the second apparatus (20; 26, 27), 
whereby various modes of operation can be carried out. 

5 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

EYE FUNDUS CAMERA 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to an eye 
fundus camera and, in particular, to an eye fundus cam 
era which can be mounted with various apparatus for 
observing and/or photographing the eye fundus in vari 
ous ways. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

An eye fundus camera generally has an observing 
optical system for illuminating and observing the eye 
fundus, together with a photographic optical system for 
photographing the eye fundus. A photograph of the eye 
fundus is taken after the processes of selecting the por 
tion of the fundus to be photographed and focusing by 
the use of the observing optical system. 

Observation of the eye fundus should sometimes be 
made from various points of view, or by a number of 
clinicians other than the photographer. A viewfinder 
enables individual observation of the eye fundus. How 
ever, it is sometimes preferable to have means, such as a 
display tube, which enables simultaneous observation of 
the eye fundus by all the clinicians. On the other hand, 
various photographs, such as color photographs and 
monochromatic photographs, of the fundus of an eye 
are sometimes required. 
However, prior art eye fundus cameras are generally 

designed to enable a single way of observation and 
taking only a little number of kinds of photograph. Prior 
art eye fundus cameras which enable all of the above 
mentioned ways of observation and kinds of photo 
graph are too large and too cumbersome to operate. 

It is thus an object of the present invention to provide 
an eye fundus camera which is easy to operate and 
which includes a first and a second apparatus for ob 
serving and/or photographing, and in which by means 
of selection or changeover switches a desired mode of 
operation of the camera can be selected out of the fol 
lowing three modes of operation: a first mode of opera 
tion in which the first apparatus is used for both obser 
vation and photographing; a second mode of operation 
in which the first apparatus is used for individual obser 
vation, while the second for photographing; and third 
mode of operation in which the first apparatus is used 
for photographing, while the second for observation 
either individual or simultaneous. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In order to achieve the above object, the present 
invention provides an eye fundus camera comprising: 
an illuminating optical system for illuminating the 

fundus of the eye to be inspected; 
an image forming optical system having a first path of 

light in which the rays of light from the fundus of 
the eye can travel for forming an image of the 
fundus of the eye; 

a movable reflecting member movable between a first 
position within said first path of light and a second 
position outside of said first path of light, said re 
flecting member forming a second path of light 
branching off from said first path of light when 
placed in said first position; 

first means provided in said first path of light and 
behind said movable reflecting member for observ 
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2 
ing and/or photographing said image formed by 
said image forming optical system; 

second means provided in said second path of light 
for observing and/or photographing said image of 
the fundus of the eye; 

actuating means for actuating said first or second 
means to photograph; 

control means connected with said actuating means 
for controlling the movement of said movable re 
flecting member between said first and second 
positions, said control means including: first con 
trol means for normally keeping said reflecting 
member in said second position, inserting said re 
flecting member into said first position as said actu 
ating means actuates said second means, and after a 
definite time interval moving said reflecting mem 
ber into said second position; and second control 
means for normally keeping said reflecting member 
in said first position, moving said reflecting mem 
ber into said second position as said actuating 
means actuates said first means, and after a definite 
time interval moving said reflecting member into 
said first position; and 

changeover switch means for selectively actuating 
said first or second control means. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will now be described, by way 
of example, with reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the optical 
systems of an embodiment of the eye fundus camera 
according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing another exam 

ple of the second observing and/or photographing ap 
paratus; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram showing an 
example of the control circuit; 

FIGS. 4, 5, and 6 are diagrams showing waveforms 
occurring at various points of the electric circuit of 
FIG. 3 during different modes of operation. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Now referring to FIG. 1, there is schematically 
shown the optical systems of an embodiment of the eye 
fundus camera according to the present invention. The 
eye fundus camera includes an illuminating optical sys 
ten ILU for directing light toward the fundus of the 
eye E to be inspected. 
The illuminating optical system ILU has a first light 

source 1 which is adapted to emit light when observa 
tion is made. The light from the light source 1 is con 
verged by a relay lens 2 to form an image of the light 
source at a point, where a second light source 3 is pro 
vided. The second light source 3 is adapted to emit light 
when a photograph is taken. A relay lens 4 converges 
the light from the light source 1 or 3. The light having 
passed through the relay lens 4 reaches a plate 5 having 
therein an annular aperture. A reflector 6 deflects the 
light having passed through the annular aperture of the 
plate 5 toward a relay lens 7. The light having passed 
through the lens 7 then reaches a reflector 8 having 
therein an opening. The reflector 8 reflects light from 
the relay lens 7 toward an objective lens 9, through 
which the light is directed toward the fundus of an eye 
directed at a prescribed distance toward the objective 
lens 9. 
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An image of the fundus of the eye E is formed by an 
optical system IMF which includes the objective 9. The 
light reflected from the fundus of the eye E is con 
verged by the objective 9 to once form an image of the 
fundus and then diverges and passes through the open 
ing of the reflector 8. The light is then converged by a 
focusing lens 10 and an image forming lens 11 to form 
an image of the eye fundus. 
A first observing and photographing apparatus 12 

receives the light from the image forming optical sys 
tem IMF. The apparatus 12 for observing and photo 
graphing the eye fundus comprises means for observing, 
which is formed by an optical viewfinder, and means 
for photographing which is formed by a shutter (not 
shown) and a film plane 17. When observation is made, 
a reflector 13 is placed in front of the film plane 17, as 
shown in a solid line in FIG. 1, to deflect the light 
toward a plane 14 where the image of the eye fundus is 
formed. The image formed on the plane 14 can be ob 
served through a prism 15 and an eyepiece 16. When a 
photograph is taken, an exposure switch (described 
later) is operated. Then, the reflector 13 is swung out of 
the path of light land kept away from the path of light 
1 for a predetermined time period, as shown in broken 
lines in FIG. 1. While the reflector 13 is kept away from 
the path of light, the shutter (not shown) is released to 
expose the film 17. 
A movable reflecting member or reflector 18 is 

mounted between the image forming lens 11 and the 
first observing and photographing apparatus 12. The 
mirror 18 is designed to be driven by electromagnetic 
means (described later) to move between a first position 
(shown in broken lines) within the first path of light 1 
and a second position (shown in a solid line) outside of 
the first path of light I. When positioned in the first 
position within the first path of light l, the movable 
mirror 18 forms a second path of light m which 
branches off from the first path of light l. The second 
path m is bended by a fixed reflector 19 and extends to 
a second observing and photographing apparatus 20. 
The second observing and photographing apparatus 

20 comprises, as the first apparatus 12 does, a reflector 
21, a plane 22 where the image can be formed, a prism 
23, an eyepiece 24, and a film plane 25. 
Though in the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 both the 

apparatus 12 and 20 have means for observation 
through an eyepiece 16 or 24, such means of one appara 
tus can be dispensed with. Further, the second appara-, 
tus 20 can be replaced by a display system for providing 
a visual display of the eye fundus. The display system 
can comprise a camera tube 26 and a television receiver 
27, as shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an example of the 

control circuit for controlling the operation of the eye 
fundus camera. In this Figure, reference SW1 denotes a 
first manually operated selection switch whose fixed 
contact t1 is connected through a resistor R1 to a con 
stant voltage source Vcc. The contact t is also con 
nected to an input of an OR gate G1 whose another 
input is connected to a fixed contact t2 of a second 
maually operated selection switch SW2. The contact t2 
is also connected to a constant voltage source Vcc 
through a resistor R2. 
The first and second selection switches SW1 and 

SW2 are "seesaw' switches; i.e. they are interlocked 
together so that closing of one switch causes opening of 
the other. 
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4 
The output of the OR gate G1 is connected to an 

input of an AND gate G2 whose another input is con 
nected to a fixed contact tA of a manually operated, 
normally closed exposure switch SW4. The contact tA is 
connected through a resistor R4 to a constant voltage 
source Vcc. The output of the AND gate G2 is con 
nected through a monostable multivibrator M1 to an 
input of an exclusive OR gate G3 whose another input 
is connected to the fixed contact t2 of the second selec 
tion switch SW2. The output of the exclusive OR gate 
G3 is connected to an input of a NOR gate G4 whose 
another input is connected to a contact t3 of a third 
manually operated, normally closed selection switch 
SW3. The contact t3 is connected through a resistor R3 
to a constant voltage source Vcc. 
The output from the NOR gate G4 is supplied to a 

circuit DRV for driving the movable mirror 18. The 
mirror driving circuit includes two monostable multivi 
brators M2 and M3 connected to receive the output 
from the NOR gate G4. These multivibrators M2 and 
M3 are arranged to produce an output in response to the 
rise and fall, respectively, of the output level from the 
gate G4. The output from one multivibrator M2 is sup 
plied to the base of a transistor T1 through a resistor R5, 
the base being connected through a resistor R6 to 
ground. Likewise, the output from the other multivibra 
tor M3 is supplied to the base of another transistor T2 
through a resistor R7, the base being connected through 
a resistor R8 to ground. The emitters of both transistors 
T1 and T2 are directly connected to ground, while the 
collectors of T1 and T2 are connected through sole 
noids SOL1 and SOL2, respectively, to a constant volt 
age source VB. 
The solenoids SOL1 and SOL2 form part of a "latch 

ing' solenoid magnet which is constructed such that, 
when one solenoid SOL1 is energized, it drives the 
movable mirror 18 into its first position within the first 
path of light 1 where the mirror is latched by a mechani 
cal latch (not shown) until driven in the reversed direc 
tion. When the other solenoid SOL2 is energized, the 
solenoid magnet drives the mirror 18 from its first posi 
tion into its second position outside the path of light l, 
where the mirror is latched mechanically until the first 
solenoid SOL1 is again energized. 
As compared with a "rotary' solenoid, the latching 

solenoid magnet has an advantage that it can maintain 
the mirror 18 in position without energizing any of the 
solenoids SOL1 and SOL2, i.e. without evolution of 
Joule heat. 
Meanwhile, a monostable multivibrator M4 con 

nected to receive the output from the AND gate G2 
produces an output signal for a constant time period in 
response to the rise of its input level. The duration of 
the output signal from the monostable multivibrator M4 
is chosen at a value, e.g. 300 msec, within which bound 
of the movable mirror 18 arising from its being driven 
by the solenoid magnet will terminate. 
An exposure control circuit S connected to receive 

the output from the monostable multivibrator M4 issues 
a series of signals in response to the termination of the 
output from the monostable multivibrator M4, this ter 
mination being a 'start-of-photographing' signal. 

In response to the signals from the exposure control 
circuit S, the reflector 13 or 21 of a selected one of the 
apparatus 12 or 20 is swung out of the path of light or 
m; the light source 3 is energized to emit light; the shut 
ter (not shown) of the selected one of the apparatus 12 
or 20 is released; and after a definite time the reflector 
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13 or 21 is returned to its original position. Thus, one 
cycle of operations of exposing the film is completed. 
The operation of the eye fundus camera shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 3 will now be described with reference to 
the time charts of FIGS. 4 to 6. 
FIG. 4 shows waveforms occurring at various points 

of the electric circuit shown in FIG. 3 during a first 
mode of operation in which the first observing and 
photographing apparatus 12 is used for observation 
while the second observing and photographing appara 
tus 20 for photographing. When the first selection 
switch SW1 is closed and thus its contact t is con 
nected to ground, the potential at the point a turns from 
high to low. At the same time, the second switch SW2 
is automatically opened (as previously mentioned, these 
two switches SW1 and SW2 are interlocked "seesaw' 
switches) and thus the potential at its fixed contact t2 or 
the point b turns from low to high. 
The third selection switch SW3 and the exposure 

switch SW4, both normally closed as previously men 
tioned, are then left closed and the potential at points c 
and d is maintained low. The potential at the points d 
and e is maintained low and high, respectively, notwith 
standing the manual operation applied to the switch 
SW1 and the resulting potential change at the points a 
and b, so that the output f from the AND gate G2 is also 
maintained low and the potential at the output g of the 
monostable multivibrator M1 is maintained low. 
On the other hand, when the first switch SW1 is 

closed, the output from the exclusive OR gate G3 turns 
from low to high in response to the potential change at 
the point b, so that the outpute from the NOR gate G4 
turns from high to low. The monostable multivibrator 
M3 is then actuated to produce an output signal which 
in turn makes conductive the transistor T2. The sole 
noid SOL2 is energized by the current through the 
transistor T2 so that the movable mirror 18 is swung out 
of the first path of light l as previously mentioned. 
Then, it is possible to observe the eye fundus through 
the viewfinder of the first observing and photographing 
apparatus 12. 
When the exposure switch SW4 is opened after the 

observation under such conditions, the potential at the 
point d turns from low to high. As a result, the potential 
at the point f turns from low to high and the monostable 
multivibrator M1 is actuated and the potential at the 
point g turns from low to high. Then, the potential ath 
turns from high to low, and at i from low to high, so that 
the monostable multivibrator M2 responsive to the rise 
of its input level produces an output k. The transistor T1 
is made conductive in response to the output k from the 
monostable multivibrator M2. The solenoid SOL1 is 
then energized by the current through the transistor T1, 
so that the movable mirror 18 is inserted into the first 
path of light l. Then, the mirror 18 positioned in the first 
path of light 1 forms the second path of light m toward 
the fixed mirror 19 and then a photograph of the eye 
fundus is taken. 
The monostable multivibrator M1 maintains its high 

level output g for a definite time. When the output g 
from the multivibrator M1 terminates, the potential at 
the pointh turns from low to high, and thus at the point 
i from high to low. The monostable multivibrator M3 
produces an output in response to the fall of its input 
level i, the transistor T2 is turned conductive; the sole 
noid SOL2 is energized to remove the movable mirror 
18 from the first path of light 1. Then, observation 
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6 
through the first observing and photographing appara 
tus 12 is possible. 
FIG. 5 shows waveforms occurring at various points 

of the electric circuit shown in FIG. 3 during a second 
mode of operation in which the first apparatus 12 is used 
for photographing, while the second apparatus is used 
for observation. The second apparatus is the observing 
and photographing apparatus 20 (FIG. 1) or the televi 
sion receiver 27 associated with the camera tube 26 
(FIG. 2). 
To carry out the second mode of operation, the sec 

ond selection switch SW2 is closed. Then, the movable 
mirror 18 is inserted into the first path of light 1, en 
abling observation through the second observing and 
photographing apparatus 20 or the television receiver 
27. To take a photograph, the exposure switch SW4 is 
opened so that the mirror 18 is removed from the first 
path of ight l. After completion of the exposure, the 
movable mirror 18 is returned to the first position in the 
first path of light l. 
FIG. 6 shows waveforms occurring during a third 

mode of operation in which both observation and pho 
tographing are made by means of the first observing and 
photographing apparatus 12. 
To carry out the third mode of operation, the third 

selection switch SW3, which is normally closed, is 
opened. Then the movable mirror 18 is removed out of 
the first path of light land kept away from the path for 
observation and photographing. 

Detailed description of waveforms of FIGS. 5 and 6 
will be similar to that of FIG. 4, and thus will not be 
given. 
As will be understood from the above description, the 

eye fundus camera according to the present invention 
can be mounted with at least two types of observing 
and/or photographing apparatus by which various 
kinds of observation and photographing can be carried 
out by simple operation of a number of selection 
switches. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An eye fundus camera comprising: 
an illuminating optical system for illuminating the 

fundus of the eye to be inspected; 
an image forming optical system having a first path of 

light in which the rays of light from the fundus of 
the eye can travel for forming an image of the 
fundus of the eye; 

a movable reflecting member movable betwen a first 
position within said first path of light and a second 
position outside of said first path of light, said re 
flecting member forming a second path of light 
branching off from said first path of light when 
placed in said first position; 

first means provided in said first path of light and 
behind said movable reflecting member for observ 
ing and/or photographing said image formed by 
said image forming optical system; 

second means provided in said second path of light 
for observing and/or photographing said image of 
the fundus of the eye; 

actuating means for actuating said first or second 
means to photograph; 

control means connected with said actuating means 
for controlling the movement of said movable re 
lecting member between said first and second posi 
tions, said control means including: first control 
means for normally keeping said reflecting member 
in said second position, inserting said reflecting 
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member into said first position as said actuating 
means actuates said second means, and after a defi 
nite time interval moving said reflecting member 
into said second position; and second control 
means for normally keeping said reflecting member 
in said first position, moving said reflecting mem 
ber into said second position as said actuating 
means actuates said first means, and after a definite 
time interval moving said reflecting member into 
said first position; and 

changeover switch means for selectively actuating 
said first or second control means. 

2. An eye fundus camera as claimed in claim 1, in 
which said control means further includes a third con 
trol means for keeping said reflecting member in said 
second position irrespective of the action of said actuat 
ing means. 

3. An eye' fundus camera as claimed in claim 1, in 
which said first means comprises: a film plane where the 
image of the eye fundus is to be formed; a first movable 
mirror provided in front of said film plane and normally 
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8 
kept in a third position within said first path of light and 
withdrawn from said position as said actuating means 
operates; and a viewfinder part provided in the path of 
light reflected from said movable mirror. 

4. An eye fundus camera as claimed in claim 3, in 
which said second means comprises: a film plane where 
the image of the eye fundus is to be formed; a second 
movable mirror provided in front of said film plane and 
normally kept in a fourth position within said second 
path of light and withdrawn from said fourth position as 
said actuating means operates; and a second viewfinder 
part provided in the path of light reflected from said 
movable mirror. 

5. An eye fundus camera as claimed in claim 3, in 
which said second means comprises a camera tube 
means for converting the image of the eye fundus into 
an electrical signal, and a display tube responsive to said 
electrical signal for providing a visual display of the eye 
fundus. 
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