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To all whom 4t may concern: :

" Be it known that I, HENRY A. BIERLEY, of

Portsmouth, county of Scioto, and State of
Ohio, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Trace-Holder; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which like
letters refer to like parts. -
The object of this invention is to provide
an.improved trace fastener for swingle-trees
and the like adapted to securely hold a trace
in the different positions in which traces are
usually attached to swingle-trees.

One feature of the invention consists in
the simplicity of construction and manipu-
lation of the device and its lightness and
cheapness.

The full nature of the invention will be
understood from the accompanying draw-

ings and the following description. and’

claims.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a plan view of
the device on one end of a swingle-tree with
the trace in place. Fig. 2 is a central ver-
tical longitudinal section of the trace fas-
tener without any trace in place and the catch
in its lowered position. Fig. 3 is the same
with the catch turned upward. Fig. 4 is a
plan view of the device with the trace in
place only under the catch. Tig. 5is a plan
view of the same with the end of the trace
looped.

There is shown herein a swingle-tree 10 and
a trace 11 of ordinary form. The trace
holder consists of two portions, an inner
portion through which the whole trace pro-
jects when the trace-is wrapped about the
swingle-tree and a catch portion which is ful-
crumed on the stationary portion and Is
adapted to hold the slotted end of the trace
from slipping off of the end of the swingle-
tree.

The stationary portion of the fastener con-
sists of the plate 13 which is secured by
screws 14 to the swingle-tree, it being trans-
versely concave so as to fit snugly on the
swingle-tree, and its ends being perforated
for the screws. At its outer end it is pro-
vided integrally with two upwardly bent
ears 15 between the upper ends of which a
rectangular catch 16 is pivoted. Then the
upper part of the plate 17 of the stationary
portion is slipped into place upon the por-
tion 13, the ends of said part 17 being turned
down and flattened and resting upon the

ends of the plate 13. The outer end of the
plate 17 is held by the turned end of the
plate 13, and the inner end of the plate 17
is held down by one of the screws 14.
spring 18 is riveted under and to the central
portion of the plate 17. The pivoted end
of said catch 16 is made angular so that said
spring 18 will hold said catch in its closed

position, that is with its outer end down

adjacent the swingle-tree, it being limited in
its downward movement by the stop lugs
20. : :

With this construction the trace may be
first inserted through the stationary portion
of the trace fastener and wrapped around
the swingle-tree and the end of the trace
slipped over the end of the swingle-tree and
under the catch, as shown in Fig. 1. That
makes a strong and secure union between
the trace and swingle-tree, and yet it is easy
to put the trace in such position or remove
it.  Or if desired, the trace may be placed
in the position shown in Fig. 4 with the
slotted end slipped over the end of the
swingle-tree and under the catch so as to be
held from escape by the catch, or if desired
the trace may be looped under the catch, as
shown in Fig. 5. ,

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A trace holder for swingle-trees consist-
ing of a platesecured to the swingle-tree with a
pair of -upwardly extending ears, a catch
pivoted between said ears and adapted to en-
gage the trace and prevent its escape from
theend of the swingle-tree, and a second plate
adapted to be secured to said first-mentioned
plate for forming the stationary part of the
trace holder with one end thereof fitting be-
tween said ears, and a spring projecting from
said stationary portion of the trace-holder to
a point between said ears and under and en-
gaging with the pivoted end of said catch so
as to hold the latter in its open and closed
positions.

9. A trace-holder for swingle-trees consist-
ing of aplatesecured to the swingle-treewith a
pair of upwardly extending ears, a catch
pivoted between said ears and adapted to en-
gage the trace and prevent its escape from
The end of the swingle-tree, a second plate
adapted to be secured to said first mentioned
plate for forming
trace holder with one end thereof fitting be-
tween said ears, and a flat spring secured
under and to said last mentioned plate and

the stationary part of the.
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projecting through the opening therein to a
point between said ears and into engagenient
with the pivoted end of said catch so as to
hold said catch in its open and closed posi-
tions. :

3. A trace holder for swingle-trees consist-
ing of aplate secured to the swingle-tree with a
pair of upwardly extending ears, a catch
pivoted between said ears and adapted to en-
gage the trace and prevent its escape off of
the end of the swingle-tree, a second plate
adapted to be secured to said first mentioned
plate for forming the stationary part of the
trace holder with one end thereof fitting be-
tween said ears, and a spring projecting from
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said stationary portion of the trace holder to
a point between said ears and under and e
gaging with the pivoted end of said cateh so
as to hold the latter in its open and closed

positions, the edges of said ears being turned 20

inward under said catch to afford stops to
limit the closing movement of said cateh.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of the
witnesses herein named.

HENRY A. BIERLEY.

Witnesses:
N. Arremoxe,
W. M. GENTLE.




