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5711 ~ ABSTRACT
- A bracket for holding a container. The bracket has a

bottom shelf upon which' the container is supported.
The shelf has a horizontal portion which supports the

_ bottom rim of the container and an outer distal end

which extends upwardly to engage the bottom wall of
the container. The shelf is integrally connected to a
vertical wall which projects outwardly and has aper-
tures thereon for receiving fasteners for the mounting .
of the bracket. The top portion of the bracket is pro-
vided with a recess to grippingly receive the handle of
the container. . '

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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: 1
CONTAINER HOLDING BRACKET

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention is in the field of brackets for holding
containers.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Many types of brackets have heretofore been pro-
posed for use particularly in supporting various items
such as containers. A representative sample of the prior
art is disclosed in the following U.S. Patents:

2,302,170 issued to Basler

3,627,248 issued to Nelson

3,278,148 issued to Denaro
. 3,652,049 issued to McCown -

3,666,223 issued to Moore

None of the prior art brackets have been designed
" specifically for holding one of the new containers
which are typically produced from plastic and which
have hollow thin-walled handles which are integrally
formed into the main body of the container. Disclosed
herein is such a bracket which has been designed spe-
cifically for this type of contamer :

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One embodiment of. the present invention is a
bracket for - holdmg a container which has a bottom
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wall, a lower rim surrounding the wall and a handle, the: .

bracket comprising a main body having a lower shelf
including a horizontal portion upon which the rim rests
“and an upwardly turned distal end abutting the bottom
wall, the main body further having a middle portion in-
tegrally connected to the shelf and projecting out-
wardly away from the shelf, the middle portion having
apertures through which fasteners may extend to se-
cure the bracket to a wall, the main body further in-
cluding a top portion integrally connected to the mid-
dle portion, the top portion has a recess for receiving
the handle, the recess having an entrance slot which is
narrower than the recess.
It is an obJect of the present invention to provide a
new and improved bracket for holding a container.
It is a further object of the present invention to pro-

* vide a bracket for holding a container having a hollow -

thin-walled handle formed i in the main-body of the con-
tainer by simultaneously supportmg the bottom wall of
the container while gnppmg the handle of the con-
tainer.

Related objects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the bracket incorpo-
rating the present invention shown with a container
mounted thereon.

FIG. 2 is the same view as FIG. 1 only with the con-
tainer removed from the bracket.
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FIG. 3 is a top view looking in the direction of arrows

3—3 of FIG. 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of
the principles of the invention, reference will now be
made to the embodiment illustrated in the drawings
and specific language will be used to describe the same.
It will nevertheless be understood that no limitation of
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the scope of the invention is thereby intended, such al-
terations and further modifications in the illustrated de-
vxce, and such further applications of the principles of
the invention as illustrated therein being contemplated
as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to
which the invention relates. ’

" Referring now more particularly to the drawings,
there is shown a bracket 10 for holding a container 12,
Container 12 is conventional and is typlcally produced
from plastic. Container 12 is available in a variety of
sizes and partlcularly in the one gallon size. Integrally
attached to the main body of container 12 is a hollow
thin-walled handle 13. A liquid dispenser 14 is-
mounted to the container and is operable by manually
depressmg a plunger. Container 12 has a bottom wall
15 which is positioned upwardly of the lower rxm 16

‘which surrounds wall 185.

Bracket 10 has a main body which has a lower shelf
17 which includes a horizontal portion 18 upon which
rim 16 rests and an upwardly turned distal end 19
which abuts bottom wall 15 of the container. The main -
body of the bracket further has a middle. portion 20
which includes three vertical walls 21, 22 and 23. Wall
21is perpendlcu]arly and integrally joined to horizontal
wall 18. Wall 23 integrally joins vertical walls 22 and
21 together whereas wall .24 integrally joins walls 22
and 23 together. A plurality of apertures 25 are pro-
vided in wall 24 for receiving fasteners in order to
mount the bracket to a wall. Walls 21 and 23 are in the
same vertical plane and provide a vertical seat against
which container 12 rests. Walls 23 and 24 diverge from
vertical wall 22 and have respectively holes 26 and 27
which are aligned. Hole 26 is beneath hole 27. Holes 26
and 27 may be utilized to receive, for example, the rod
of dispenser 14 when the dispenser is not mounted to
the container and is provided in a stored position.

The top portion 28 of the bracket is integrally joined

o to the middle portion 20 and is provided-with a recess

29 for receiving handle 13. The recess has an entrance
slot 30 which is narrower than recess 29. Recess 29 is -
circular in configuration and has a diameter which is
larger than the width of slot 30. Handle 13 is shown by
the phantom lines in FIG. 3 illustrating that the length
31 of the cross section of the handle is larger than the
width of slot 30 whereas the width 32 of the handle
cross section is smaller than the width of slot 30. Thus,
in order to insert the handle into recess 29, the con- )
tainer must be turned so that the width of the cross sec-
tion of the handle passes through the entrance slot. The
container may then be rotated so that the handle is pre-
vented from passing back out through the slot. Top
pOl’thn 28 slants upwardly from the horizontal and the
recess is sized so that the handle is grlpped therein by
the forward recess edge 33 on one side of the handle
and the opposite rear edge 34 of the recess on the op-.
posite side of the handle.

While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail in the drawings and foregoing descrip-
tion, the same is to be considered as illustrative and not
restrictive in character, it being understood that only
the preferred embodiment has been shown and- de-
scribed and that all changes and modifications that
come within the spirit of the invention are desired to be
protected.

The invention claimed is:
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1. A bracket for holding a container which has abot-
tom wall, a lower rim surrounding said wall and a han-
dle, said bracket comprising: ’

a main body having a lower shelf including a horizon-
tal portion upon which said .rim rests and an up-
wardly turned distal end abutting said bottom wall
within said rim, said main body further having a
middle portion integrally connected to said shelf
and projecting outwardly away from said shelf, said
middle portion having apertures through which fas-
teners may extend to secure said bracket to a wall,
said main body further includes a top portion inte-

grally connected to said middle portion, said top -

portion has a recess for receiving said handle, said’

recess having an entrance slot which is narrower
than said recess; ’

said bracket is in combination with said container
which is removably secured to said bracket by said
top portion of said bracket, said handle has a rect-
angular cross section which is defined by a cross
sectional width dimension and a cross sectional
length dimension greater than said width dimen-
sion, said entrance slot is wider than said width di-
mension but smaller than said length dimension;

said top portion slants upwardly between horizontal
and vertical, said recess is sized so said handle is
gripped therein by a first recess edge adjacent said
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entrance slot and an opposite second recess edge
opposite said entrance slot. ‘

2. The bracket of claim 1 wherein: said middle por-
tion includes a first vertical wall perpendicularly joined
to said horizontal wall of said shelf, said middie portion
further includes a second vertical wall which has said
apertures thereon and 'is integrally connected to said
first vertical wall by a first Joining wall, said middle por-
tion further includes a third vertical wall integrally con-
nected to said second wall by a second joining wall and
is also integrally cornected to said top portion, said
first vertical wall and said third vertical wall are in a
vertical plane and provide a vertical seat against which
said container rests; '
said first joining wall and said second joining wall di-

verge from said second vertical wall, said first join-

ing wall has a first hole and second joining wall has

a second hole positioned above and aligned with

said first hole, said.container including a liquid dis-

penser stem removable from said container and ex-
tendable through said first hole and second hole,
said recess is circular in configuration. ’

3. The bracket of claim 1 wherein:

said first recessed edge is an upper edge on said top

portion whereas said second recessed edge is a

lower edge on said top portion.
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