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2 Claims. 

This invention relates to a retaining device, 
capable of use in numerous different associations, 
out primarily intended to be employed in COIn 
nection with keys. 
As such, it is an object of the invention to conn 

struct an apparatus of this character, which Will 
compactly house a, plurality of keys and So that 
the same may be rendered instantly available for 
Se. 
A further object of the invention is that of 

providing a retaining device in which keys Ray 
be selectively identified even when the user. is 
employing the device in the dark. 
A still further object is that of providing an 

article of this nature in which, if desired, only 
key blanks of special types may be exployed. 
Another object is that of furnishing a retairer 

which may be economically constructed. Without 
the use of skilled labor and largely by automatic 
machinery. 
With these and further objects in Raiad, ref 

erence is had to the attached sheet of drawing 
iliustrating practical embodinents of the invene 
tion, and in "yaich: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a, retaixae; 
Sig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken along 

the lines 2-2 and in the direction of the arrows 
of iig. 2; 

3ig. 3 is a plan view of the device as showyxa 
in Fig. ; 

Sig. 4 shows one of the operating eleraests 
which Knay be exployed; 

Sig. 5 is a perspective view of the device in 
open condition; 

Fig.6 shows a further form of the retainer; and 
2Fig. 7 is a detail of an operating unit waich 

Saay in certain instances be employed to ad 
vantage. 

In these several views, the nuneral 10 indicates 
a casing which, in the embodiment illustrated 
is in the fora of two shell portioxas hiragedly con 
nected together as at all and which Aay normally 
be secured against movement with respect to 
each other, and in face to face contact as for 
example, by a clip structure 2 or any suitable 
locking expedient. The shell portions are prefe 
ably segregated from each other loy (nea, as of 2, 
partition 13 which latter may be mounted by the 
hinge structure ill so as to be freely novaole 
when the casing portions are in open condition. 

Each of the casing portions, preferably COX 
prises a fange body, the outer face of which is 
formed with a slot 14 and the fiange is inter 
rupted as at 15 to provide an aperture througla 
yhic the key may be projected. 

accommodate two layers of keys. 

(Ch. 59-96) 
Referring to Figs. 1 to 8, it will be observed 

that a guiding lug 6 is provided in line with this 
aperture by for example striking a portion of the 
casing inwardly. Mounted within the slots 14 
are operating elements which include portions 1 
for engagement by the fingers or thumb of the 
Ser, a retaining disk 18 Which rides Within the 

inner face of the casing, and a mounting stud 
19 which projects inwardly from the disk 18. 
This stud is of Such an area that it may ex 

tend through the opening formed in the head of 
a key blank. 20. As a consequence, if the actuat 
ing portions 17 are engaged and moved along the 
track ways provided by the slots 14, the key 
will be projected and retracted. Moreover, due 
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to the guiding lugs 16, it will be appreciated that 
an element is provided which cooperates with the 
groove 21 of the key for the purpose of preventing 
the latter from rocking as it is moved to pro 
ject beyond or be retained within the casing. 

In order that the proper key may be selected, 
the contact portions 17 are each preferably of a 
different configuration. As viewed in Fig. 6, one 
of thern may be diamond shaped and the next 
Rinay be round. Additionally, they may obviously 
be bulged to a greater or lesser extent, be of an 
Oval configuration or otherwise lend themselves 
to identification by the fingers of the operator, 
Also, as shown in Fig. 6, it will be obvious that in 
Stead of having the keys both projectible in a 
Single direction as in the structure of Figs. to 5, 
they may be projected in opposite directions. 
Likewise, as shown in this figure, the casing may 

In other words, 
it will house four keys. It is apparent that any 
desired grouping of the keys which will most 
expeditiously render them available for use and 
at the Sane time involve a casing of small dimen 
Sions. 

It is, moreover proposed by the present inven 
tion that the manufacture of keys may be placed 
in a position of being assured that only keyblanks 
of his manufacture may be used. To this end, 
the studs i9 may be of such configuration that 
they will only enter the openings of specially pre 
pared key blanks. It will thus be obvious that 
inferior products inay not be foisted upon the 
public in that if for example the stud be diamond 
shaped in croSS Section, only a key blank having 
ar, opening of proper area, or configuration to 
accommodate the Stud may be used in connection 
with the retainer. 
. Referring finally to Fig. 7, it will be appre 
ciated that in certain instances, it may be de 
Siired to dispense with or Supplement the guiding 
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2 
lug 16 or its equivalent. When this is desired, 
the elements shown in Fig. 4 may be superseded 
by an element Such as shown in the figure in 
question, and in which a relatively long body 22 
is provided which rides within the slot 4 so that 
any movement of the parts other than reciproca 
tion is prevented. This element will carry two 
Studs 23 or else a lug of irregular configuration, 
If two studs are employed, the key blank will have 
tWO. Openings, one for cooperation with each of 
two or more openings formed in the key blank at 
predetermined points therein. In addition to 
the guiding construction thus presented, the 
manufacturer will be in a still better position to 
control the character of blanks which are utilized 
in connection with the retainer. 
Thus, among others, the several objects as 

Specifically afore referred to are achieved. 
will be appreciated, moreover, that numerous 
changes in construction and rearrangements of 
the parts might be resorted to without departing 
from the spirit of the invention as defined by the 
claims. 
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1924,134. 
Having described my invention, what I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
is:- 

1. A key retainer including a casing, means 
for projecting and retracting a key with respect 
to Said casing, and a guiding lug forming a part 
of Said casing and riding within the groove of 
said key for confining the movements of the 
latter. 

2. A key retainer comprising a casing formed 
with a longitudinally extending slot, operating 
means cooperating with Said slot for movement 
in the direction of the length of the same, means 
for Eastening a key to Sald Operating means, 
a further opening in said casing through which 
a key is projected and retracted as said oper 
atting means is actuated, and struck-up portions 
in Said casing adjacent said latter opening for 
cooperation with the groove of Said key whereby 
the movement of the latter is confined to a sub 
startially straight path. 

HYMAN R, SEGA, 
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