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This invention relates to tools for grip 
ping and lifting blocks of stone and similar 
articles. 
A primary object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character which may 
be quickly applied and removed and which 
when applied securely engages the block to 
be lifted without danger of its being dropped. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide means for locking the tool engaged with 
the block and which cannot be released until 
the stone engaging elbow is unscrewed. 
In carrying out these objects, the inven 

tion is susceptible of a wide range of modifi 
cation without departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the 
claimed invention; there being shown in the 
drawings for illustrative purposes a prefer 
red and practical form, in which: 
Figure 1 represents a side elevation of the 

lifter constituting this invention shown ap 
plied with parts broken out and the stone 
block in connection with which it is used 
shown in section, 

Fig. 2 is an end elevation thereof, 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view, 
Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse section taken 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1, and 
Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the 

locking Wedge. 
In the embodiment illustrated the lifting 

device is shown in connection with a stone 
block 1 having a hole or socket 2 drilled 
obliquely inward from its upper face to re 
ceive a part of the lifting device presently 
to be described. 
The lifter constituting the invention com 

prises a body member 10 in the form of a 
heavy metal casting or bar with a down 
turned head 11 at one end having a pointed 
nose or bill 12 adapted to be embedded in the 
stone block 1 as shown in Fig. 1 when the 
device is in use. This head 11 has a flat 
top 13 forming a hammer striking surface for 
driving the pointed nose 12 into the stone. 
As shown, this bar or body member 10 is of 
uniform thickness throughout and at its rear 
end is straddled by a loop-shaped member 
14 having parallel bar engaging arms 15 
which extend over the upper edge of the mem 

ber 10 and are secured thereto by bolts 15 
passing through the arms and the bar. This 
member 14 is designed for the engagement 
of the hoisting mechanism, not shown, and 
by means of which the block 1 may be trans 
ported to any desired point. 
An elbow-shaped connector for uniting the 

member 10 with the block 1 is pivotally con 
nected at one end with the bar 10 in advance 
of the member 14 and said bolted end is 
bifurcated and the furcations 18 and 19 strad 
dle the bar 10 from its lower edge and are 
connected with said bar by a bolt 20. At the 
junction of the furcations 18 and 19 is a 
curved shoulder 21 between which and the 
lower edge of the bar 10 is designed to be 
inserted a movable locking wedge 25 which 
will be presently more fully described. The 
other end 22 of the elbow-shaped member 17 
is in the form of a heavy rod designed to be 
inserted in the obliquely disposed pocket 2 
formed in the stone 1 and cooperates with the 
nose 12 in holding the lifter engaged with the 
stone. - 

The locking wedge 25 which is designed to 
be inserted between the lower edge of the bar 
10 and the curved shoulder 21 of the elbow 
shaped member 17 has a laterally extending 
toe 26 at its smaller end which is designed 
to prevent the wedge from becoming lost 
when the device is not in use. 
After the lifter has been applied as shown 

in Fig. 1 with the wedge 25 driven into lock 
ing position, the wedge cannot be removed 
until the elbow is unscrewed by removing the 
bolt 20. It will thus be seen that when the 
lifter is engaged with the block 1 as shown 
in the drawings, the curved shoulder 21 will 
provide mobility and also prevent resting of 
the wedge on any edge during the lifting 
operation, which avoids any danger of sever 
ing or injury of the wedge. 

It is of course understood that in the ap 
plication of the lifter the arm or prong 22 
of the elbow-shaped member 17 is first in 
serted in the pocket 2 and after the device 
has been properly adjusted the pointed toe 
or nose 12 is driven into the stone a sufficient 
distance to hold the device in gripping en 
gagement With the stone. The locking wedge 
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25 is then driven into operative position and 
the device is ready for use. 
When it is desired to release the lifter 

from the block 1 all that is necessary is to 
unscrew the nut from the bolt 20, remove said 
bolt and withdraw the member 17 from the 
pocket 2, the wedge 25 being then easily re 
movable, as will be understood. 
Without further description it is thought 

that the features and advantages of the in 
vention will be readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art, and it will of course be 
understood that changes in the form, propor 
tion and minor details of construction may 
be resorted to, without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or its scope as claimed. 
I claim:- 
1. A stone lifter comprising a body mem 

ber having an integral down-turned nose at 
one end with a flat top forming a hammer 
head, an obliquely disposed member pivot 
ally connected with said body to engage a 
socket in the stone, and means to extend be 
tween said pivotally mounted member and 
said body for locking said members in op 
erative position. 

2. A stone lifter comprising a body mem 
ber having a down-turned nose at One end, an 
elbow-shaped member pivotally mounted on 
said body at a point spaced from said nose, 
One arm of which is designed to engage a 
socket in the stone to be lifted, and a wedge 
for locking the parts in adjusted position. 
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