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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE. _.

HENRY J. DURGIN;

OF ROCHESTER,

NEW YORK.

FOLDING EXTENSION-TABLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 577,014, dated February 16,1897.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY J. DURGIN, of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Folding Extension-Ta-
bles, which improvement is fully set forth in

" the following specification and shown in the

10

20

25

35

accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to extension-tables,
and more particularly to dining-room tables,
and it is one in which the leaves are foldable
overon top of the rigid part of the bed or top
of the table. The device is such that it con-
stitutes a completesymmetrical table whether
the leaves are folded to make the table short
or whether they are turned outward to make
the table long. This table, which I call a
‘“folding extension-table,” is thussusceptible
of being formed into approximately a square
tableor an elongated dining-room table about
twice as long as wide.

Theinvention ishereinafter fully described
and more particularly pointed out.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan of the table with one leaf turned verti-
cally upward, parts being broken away and
other parts shown in two positions by full and
dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a side view seen as
indicated by arrow 2 in Fig. 1, parts being
shown in two positions by full and dotted
lines. Fig. 8is a similar side view of the ta-
ble, the leaves being folded. Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical section on the dotted line 4 4 in Fig. 1,
viewed as indicated by arrow pointed on the
line. Figs. 5and4 are drawn to scales about
twice that of Figs. 1 and 2.

Referring to the ﬁwures, A is the fixed or

" rigid centldl part or section of the top of the
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table, B B’ being the leaves. The leaves are
joined to the rigid part A by suitable hinges
a, some good form of flush hinge being pref-
erably employed. Carethe legsof the table,
which may be of any number above three,
five being shown, one at each corner and one
at the center.

The frame of the table, which is in somere-

- spects of the usual form, is divided into two
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independent parts D D’ under the leaves B
B’, respectively. Two sets of slides E E are

employed in the construction of the table,
which are of substantially the usual form.
The middle part b of each set of slides is se-
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cured rigidly to the part A of the table by
common means. Beneath the parts b b, and
midway of their lengths, is secured a stout
cross-bar ¢, to which the central leg C'is made
fast.

The parts or sections D D' of the frame are
independent of each other, but connected,
each being formed with an end rail m and
side rail nn, and further provided with inner
membersdd’, extending from side to side, giv-
ing to each part of the frame the form of a
rectangular inclosure p, as shown in Fig. 1.
These parts D D’ of the frame are adapted to
move toward or from each other by means of

“the slides E E.

The members d d’ of the frame are the same
in vertical dimensions as the side rails of the
frame, reaching from the under surface of
the top of the table downward with their lower
edges in the plane of the lower surface of the
frame. These memnbersare notched at e eto
make way for the slides, as shown.

The side rails of the frame are formed with
overhanging or extended parts ff' and g ¢/,
relatively so placed that when the table is
folded or closed the two parts £ f’ at one end
of the table will pass over the two parts g ¢’
at the other end of the table, as shown in
Figs. 3 and 4. The inner edges of these ex-
tended parts are substantially straight and
in line with the contignous vertical faces of
the side rails of the frame, but their outer
edges are inclined and preferably rounded at
their ends, as shown in Fig. 1. These ex-
tended parts are made broader at theirinner
adjacent ends than at the opposite ends and
serve as holders for links /i & and % 4, one end
of each of said links being pivoted to the re-
spective broad ends of said extended parts,
as shown, so as to move in vertical planes.
The opp031te ends of the respective links are
81m1,1(1rly pivoted to the ends of the leaves
B B

It will be now understood that when either
leaf is turned upon its hinges-it will act asa
lever of the second order and cause the part

of the frame beneath it to move also toward.

or from the center of the table. When the
table is opened out or extended, as appears
in full lines in Fig. 2, the link-holders and
links will occupy substantially the relative

positions therein shown; but when the leaves
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are folded over on top of the table the link-
holders will be brought one pair over the
other, with their ends in vertical planes and
the links erossing each other, as shown in
Fig. 3.

The tableis preferably mounted upon cast-
ers in the usual manner, so that when the
leaves are turned the sections of the frame
will roll easily along the floor.

To further specify, when a leaf is turned
one way or the other it carries with it the
part of the frame and the two legs beneath
it on account of the action of thelinksor con-
nectors, the sections of the slides moving
upon each other correspondingly. When the
table is closed or folded, the ends of the side
ails 7 meet and abut together, as shown in
Fig. 3, the table being substantially square
on the top and the edges of the leaves meet-
ing in a close joint at the middle of the table,
as shown. The table is then in condition for
use, the top part being of double thickness,
and the corner legs are fairly and regularly
under the double top, asthough the table were
originally constructed in thatform; also when
the leaves are turned outward, giving to the
tableitsextended form, as shownin Fig. 2, the
corner legs are correspondingly earried out-

. ward, so as to stand regularly under the cor-
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ners, as before.

I usually form a drawer or apartment o at
the right-hand end of the table, as appears
in Fig. 1, by securing a bottom board %, Figs.
1 and 4, to the under surfaces of the parts{!
of the slides. The latter form the two sides
of the drawer, the front and rear sides being
formed, respectively, by the end rail m and
the member d. When the leaf is raised, the
drawer is uncovered and its interior exposed
to view, as appears in Fig. 1.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A table comprising a frame composed of
two similar independent parts connected and
adapted to move toward or from each other,
and slides for the parts, in combination with
a rigid central section of the bed or top se-
cured to the slides, and folding leaves joined
to two opposite sides of said rigid central sec-
tion, said leaves being adapted to be turned
to form horizontal extensions of said central
section or to turn over horizontally npon the
top of said section with their free edges form-
ing a close joint, and means for connecting
the leaves and the independent parts so that
as the leaves areswung upon their hinges the
parts will be moved toward or from the cen-
tral part, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.
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2. A table having a divided frame and a
top or bed, and folding leaves joined to the
bed, and connectors for said leaves and the
frame whereby when the leaves are turned
they act to move the said parts of the frame,
substantially as specified.

3. A table having a divided frame and a
top or bed, and folding leaves joined to the
bed, and links or connectors for said leaves
and the respective parts of the frame where-
by when a leaf is turned to therightor to the
left its accompanying part of the frame will
move in a corresponding direction and so al-
ways be underthe leaf, substantially asshown
and set forth. _ )

4. A table having a rigid central portion,
leaves hinged to the opposite sides thereof, a
movable frame at each end of the table, and
overhanging parts secured to each side of

cach frame, and a link or connector secured.

to the overhanging portion and to its respee-
tive leaf, substantially as set forth.

5. A table having a rigid central portion,
leaveshinged to opposite sides thereof, a mov-
able frame at each end of the table, an over-
hanging portion secured to each side of each
frame, one end of which is wider than the
otherand passes overthe opposite frame when
the table is closed, and a link secured to the
wider end of each of the overhanging portions
and to the end of ifs respective leaf, substan-
tially as set forth.

6. A table having a rigid central portion, a
movable frame under each end of the table,
means for connecting each of the frames with
the central portion, a drawer formed in one
of the frames, leaves hinged to the opposite
sides of the central portion, and means for
connecting each leaf with the frame upon
that side, whereby the leaf and the frame
may be moved in unison, substantially as set
forth. .

7. Atablehavinga rigid portion, amovable
frame under each end of the central portion,
the inner piece of each frame being recessed,
slides for connecting each of the frames of
the central portion, said slides fitting within
the recesses of the frames, leaves hinged to
the ¢pposite side of the central portion, and
means for connecting the frames and the
leaves, substantially as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
lhiand, this 14th day of July, 1896, in the pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

HENRY J. DURGIN.

Witnesses:
Exos B. WHITMORE,
" M. L. WINSTON.
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