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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ELBERT S. McCMASTER, OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA.

TICKET-CASE.

SPECIFICATION forming part ot Letters Patent No. 573,524, dated December 22, 1896,
Application filed June 1, 1896, BSerial No. 593,896, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it knownthatI, ELBERTS. MCMASTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Grand
Forks, in the county of Grand Forks and
State of North Dakota, have invented a new
and useful Ticket-Case, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in coupon or ticket cases; and
it has for its object to provide a case of this
character which shall be simple in construc-
tion and designed for use in the place of cou-
pon-books ordinarily employed in connection
withrailroads, stores, and for other analogous
purposes where it is desired to issue a series
of coupons or tickets which may be easily and
quickly detached for use.

To this end the invention consists, substan-
tially, in the construction, combination, and
arrangement of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully illustrated, described, and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aperspective view of a ticket-case constructed
in accordance with the present invention.
Fig. 2is a similar view with the case open and
the strip of coupons or tickets removed there-
from. Fig. 3isalongitudinal sectional view.
Trig. 4 is a plan view of a portion of a coupon
or ticket strip employed in connection with
this invention.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the figures.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
covering-plate of my improved case, one end
of which is formed into a casing 2, adapted
to swing with said plate and preferably of
cylindrical shape, and said casing 2 has oneof
its ends closed and the other open to permit
a roll of coupons ortickets being passed there-
through.

The casing 2 is provided with a slot 3, which
extends throughout its entire length, and
hinged to said casing at one side of said slot
is a supporting-plate 4, which is parallel with
the covering-plate 1 when the case is closed.
The strip of coupons or tickets passes between
the covering and supporting plates, and in
order to assist the passage of such strip a fin-
ger-opening 5 is formed in the covering-plate,
through which opening a finger or thumb may
contact with the exposed face of the coupons
or tickets and thereby aid the removal of the

same. For exposing to view the number of
each coupon or ticket an opening 6 is also
provided in the covering-plate 1, said opening
6 being essentially of less size than the finger-

opening and arranged so that the numbers on -

the coupons or tickets will pass below the
same, thus permitting each of such numbers
to be determined before the couponsortickets
pass out of the case.

Eachside of thesupporting-plate £isturned
up to provide locking-flanges 7 8, by which
the covering-plate is held upon said support-
ing-plate and prevented swinging away from
the same. As will be observed, the locking-
flanges 7 and 8 project upwardly from the
supporting-plate 4, and when the covering-
plate 1 is closed upon said supporting-plate
said covering-plate lies between the locking-
flanges, the latter embracing the side edges
of the covering-plate and thus holding the
same in locked position. The flange 8 has
its outer end terminating a short distance
from the adjacentend of the supporting-plate
to permit the insertion of a finger-nail or any
other suitable implement, so that the case

may be easily opened, and it is also to be

noted that the flange 7, at a point diagonally
opposite to the shortened end of the flange 8,
terminates a short distance from the adjacent
end of the supporting-plate, the purpose of
which is to allow the casing 2 to swing into
its proper position when the case is closed.
The flange 8 is provided with a closure-

“disk 9, and said disk extends upwardly from

the end of said locking-flange 8 which is ad-
jacent to the open end of the casing 2, so that
when the covering-plate is folded upon the
supporting-plate the open end of the casing
2 passes into a position behind said disk, the
latter closing such open end and preventing
the coupons or tickets from passing out of
the casing.

From the foregoing the advantages of the
herein-described case will be readily under-
stood by those skilled in the art. In practice
the case is preferably formed of aluminium,
and, as illustrated, the strip of coupons or
tickets is formed of a width suitable to the
length of the casing 2, so that said strip
when rolled may be passed therein, and said
stripis provided with threecolumnsof printed
matter, one of which designates the number
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"of the coupons or tickets, the central col-

umn giving the deénomination thereof; and
the third column showing the valuation of
the coupons or tickets which remain in the
casing 2. A promissory-note is provided at
oune end of the strip, and upon the rear side
of the latter is placed; in any suitablé man-
ner, the name of the party or parties using
the same. The strip of coupons or tickets
after being placed within the casing 2 las
one of its ends projecting through the slot 3
of said casing, and when it is desired to de-
tach any of the coupons or tickets ithe end
of the strip is drawn between the plates 1
and 4, the opening 5 permitting a finger or
thumb to be passed therethrough and against
the said strip in order to assist the with-
drawal of the same, so that when the desired
number of coupons or tickets projects beyond
the outer end of the plates 1 and 4 said cou-
ponsor tickets may be severed from the main
portion of the strip. Thus it will be seen
that the coupons-or tickets may be easily and
quickly handled and the case readily carried
within the pocket, the necessity of coupon-
books, as heretofore employed, being entirely
overcome.

Having thus described the invention, what
is cldimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters-Patent, is—

1. A coupon or ticket case of substantially
cylindrical form having a slot in one side, a
supporting-plate hinged to the casing at one
side of the slot, and a covering-plate of a size
corresponding to the supporting-plate at-
tached to the casing at the opposite side of
the said slof, the said slot being closed by a
portion of the supporting-plate when the
covering-plateisclosed thereon, substantially
as specified.

2. A-coupon orticket case of approximately
cylindrical form having a slot in one side, a
supporting-plate hinged to the case at one
side of the slot, and a covering-plate having
connection with the case at the opposite side
of the slot and adapted to be swung with the
case toward and from the supporting-plate,
one of the plates having a finger-opening to
permit contact with the coupon or ticket
strip, and the plates lying substantially par-
allel when brought together, and a portion
of the supporting-plate extending over and
closing the slot of the case, substantially as
specified.

3. A case of the class described, comprising
a covering-plate, a casing formed at one end
of said covering-plate and adapted to-receive
aroll of coupons or tickets, a supporting-plate
secured to said casing and lying parallel with
the covering-plate when the case is closed, a
disk carried by the supporting-plate and
adapted to close the casing in order to prevent
the roll of coupons or tickets being displaced
therefrom, and means for retaining said cov-
ering-plate upon the supporting-plate, sub-
stantially as set forth.

573,524

4. A case of the class described, comprising
a covering-plate, a casing fornied at one end
of said covering-plate and adapted to receive
a roll of coupons or tickets, a supporting-plate
secured to said casing and lying parallel with
the covering-plate when the case is closed,
said covering-plate being provided with a fin-
ger-opening to permit contact with the strip
of coupons or tickets in order to assist re-
moval of the same from the case, and also
provided with an opening adapted to expose
the number of each ecoupon or ticket, a disk
carried by the supporting-plate and adapted
to close the casing in order to prevent dis-
placement therefrom of the roll of coupons or
tickets, and means for retaining the covering-
plate upon the supporting-plate, substan-
tially as set forth.

5. A case of the class described, comprising
a covering-plate, a casing formed at one end
of said covering-plate and adapted to receive
aroll of coupons ortickets, asupporting-plate
secured to said casing and lying parallel with
the covering-plate when the case is closed,
locking-flanges formed at the sides of the sup-
porting-plate and projecting therefrom, said
flanges being adapted to embrace the side
edges of the covering-plate to lock the latter
upon-the supporting-plate, and a disk carried
by one of the locking-flanges and adapted to
close the casing in order to prevent the roll
of coupons or tickets being displaced there-
from, substantially as set forth.

6. A caseof the classdeseribed, comprising
a covering-plate, a casing formed at one end
of the covering-plate and adapted to swing
with said plate, said casing having one of its
ends closed and the other open and adapted
to receive a roll of coupons or tickets, a sup-
porting-plate secured to said casing and lying
parallel with the covering-plate when the case
is closed, said covering-plate being provided
with a finger-opening to permit contaet with
the strip of coupons or tickets in order to as-
sist removal of the same from the case, and
also provided with an opening adapted to ex-
pose the number of each coupon or ticket,
locking-flanges formed at the sides of the sup-
porting-plate and projecting therefrom, said
flanges being adapted to embrace the side
edges of the covering-plate to lock the latter
upon the supporting-plate, and a disk carried
by one of the locking-flanges, said disk ex-
tending from the end of said flange which is
adjacent to the open end of the casing and
adapted to close said casing in order to pre-
vent the roll of coupons or tickets being dis-
placed therefrom, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ELBERT 8. McMASTER.
Witnesses:
F. B. FEETHAM,
A. F. MADISON.
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