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United States Patent Office 3,211,113 
Patented Oct. 12, 1965 

3,211,113 
WHEELED DESK WITH ADUSTABLE TOP 
Steve Randall, 126 Eubanks Drive, Forest Park, Ga. 

Filed Dec. 4, 1963, Ser. No. 327,906 
1. Claim. (C. 108-9) 

This invention relates to a wheeled desk with an ad 
justable top and especially to a desk of that sort on a 
wheeled frame which may be readily moved through 
supermarket aisles or the like and accommodating papers 
on the adjustable desktop for the purpose of tabulating, 
inventory or desk work, 

There are many instances where stock clerks, auditors 
or other people must go through aisles between racks or 
shelves of merchandise for the purpose of tabulating, in 
ventory or making an order list and similar written oper 
tions. There are many other instances where similar 
work must be performed and in a minimum of space with 
a maximum of facility. This is sometimes performed by 
the clerk carrying a clip board in his hands stopping peri 
odically to inspect and then to make notations on his 
papers. Such an operation is cumbersome and awkward 
and sometimes the written material is not clearly read 
able later on. In addition, there is insufficient space on the 
clip board for the clerk to carry the various things needed 
for a thorough job. This is especially true in supermar 
kets and large retail establishments of that sort wherein 
the work is done during business hours and in crowded 
aisles and under less than most desirable conditions. The 
present invention directs to this foregoing subject matter 
and addresses itself to providing a more advantageous 
manner of performing the necessary work. 

Generally described, without restriction on the scope of 
my invention which is defined in the appended claims, the 
present wheeled desk with adjustable top in one embodi 
ment comprises a wheeled frame consisting of four almost 
vertical but slightly inclined corner legs, standards or 
posts which form the main four frame members on the 
corners of the generally rectangular frame. These mem 
bers may be manufactured from tubular metal stock 
such as aluminum or chrome plated steel tubing or the 
like. The top of the four corner posts are connected by 
bar members there being one on each side forming a rec 
tangular frame and spaced below this frame are other 
frame members interconnecting the respective corner 
posts lending strength, and rigidity to the frame. The 
bottom ends of the four posts are provided each with a re 
spective rubber tired caster wheel two of which are pro 
vided with simple latching brakes. A Substantially flat, 
and rectangular desktop constructed of plywood, "Ma 
sonite,” or other material is connected by means of a 
longitudinal piano type hinge to one edge of the top 
frame and has mounted at the top thereof a conventional 
spring-biased clip board clip. Beneath the desk top on 
opposed sides and spaced thereon is a pair of notched ad 
justment members pivotly connected to the underside of 
the desk top and adapted to have one of the notches in 
each thereof fitting over a pin attached to each side of 
the upper frame. The desktop is adjustable in inclina 
tion from horizontal to 30 or more as desired. A rubber 
bumper provided on the top frame against the desktop 
will rest in horizontal position. 
A primary object of this invention is to provide a 

wheeled desk with an adjustable top and a paper retaining 
means whereby the desk may be rolled through aisles and 
the like. 

Another object of this invention resides in the particular 
details of construction of the wheeled desk frame and the 
top frame member together with the manner of attaching 
the desk top for an adjustment thereon. 
A further object of this invention resides in the par 

ticular details of the hinged attachment of the desktop to 
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the wheeled frame and the provision of simple adjustment 
members with notches selectively positionable on the 
frame to incline the desk top readily and quickly as re 
quired either for writing or for drawing or for other 
purposes. 

Other and further objects and advantages of my in 
vention will become apparent upon reading the following 
specifications taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric perspective view of the wheeled 
desk cart of the instant invention. 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of the desk shown in 
F.G. . 
FIG. 3 is a rear elevation view of the wheeled desk 

shown in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along lines 4-4 in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along lines 5-5 in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially 

along 6-6 in FIG. 3. 
Referring initially to FIG. 1, and then as the speci 

fication unfolds conveniently to other figures of the 
drawings as desired, the entire wheeled desk is designated 
as reference numeral 10 and comprises a wheeled frame 
12, consisting of four tubular corner posts or members 
14 of identical construction and arranged substantially 
vertical as the four corners of the wheeled frame 12 except 
that there is an inclined or slanted portion 16 on each 
leg or post or member 14 between a straight portion 18 
at the top and a similar straight portion 18 at the bottom. 
The bottom end of each of the legs 14 is provided with a 
heavy duty chrome plated rubber-tired castor 20 of con 
ventional construction and the operation of which is well 
known in the caster art. Two of the casters, in the pres 
sent embodiment, the front casters 20, are provided with 
simple, movable latching member 22 displaceable man 
ually to engage the wheel and lock the wheel as a 
manually operated brake. 
The upper ends of the legs 14 which may be constructed 

from tubular metal such as aluminum or chrome plated 
steel, are connected together by means of flat bars or 
smembers 24 joining opposed pairs of the upper ends of 
the legs 4 and curving therearound and being connected 
in the manner shown in the drawings. 

Spaced from and below the frame members 24 and 
extending between respective pairs of legs or frame mem 
bers 14, are additional struts or connecting members 26 
attaching the respective pairs of members 14 together by 
means of screws 28 inserted through the members 14 and 
fastened into the ends of the struts 26. These additional 
struts lend stability and rigidity to the frame. 
A pair of bottom, tubular connecting members 30 

extend between and attach to respective pairs of front 
and rear legs 14 lending strength and rigidity thereto and 
members 30 in turn are connected by a central transverse 
connecting member 32 which may be inserted in holes 
34 fabricated into members 30. Members 30 may be 
connected to legs 14 by means of holes 36 fabricated into 
members 4. 
On top of the wheeled frame 12 there is mounted a 

desk top 38 of substantially rectangular construction and 
which may be fabricated from plywood, painted or 
covered with "Formica” or the like or from “Masonite' 
or from other suitable flat, sheet material including steel 
or other metal plate suitable coated or covered for decora 
tive purposes. The top edge of desk 38 is provided with 
a conventional clipboard clip 40 which includes a spring 
(not shown) biasing the elongated edge 42 of the clip 
board member 40 into spring biased engagement with 
the surface of desk 38. The operation and construction 
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of the clipboard member 40 is well known and does not 
perse form a part of this invention. 
The lower edge of the desk 38 is attached by a conven 

tional piano type hinge 44 of conventional construction 
and which consists of a pair of hinged leaves 46 connected 
by a hinge pintle (not shown) whereby the entire top 33 
will swing about the top member 24. 

Referring to FIG. 4, and sometimes in conjunction 
with FIG. , and other figures of the drawings, it is 
readily seen that the underside of desktop 38 is provided 
with a pair of spaced lugs or brackets 48 to receive the 
upper end of an adjustment link or member 50 connected 
to the lug 48 by means of a bolt, nut and lock washer 
arrangement 52. The adjustment member 50 is provided 
with a plurality of adjustment notches 54 adapted selec 
tively to be positioned on a protruding shoulder of a 
bolt, nut and lock washer arrangement 56 attached to a 
respective side member 24 on the top of the wheeled 
frame 2. 
According to the foregoing arrangement of the top 38 

and adjustment member 50, the top 38 may be inclined 
upwardly in the manner shown in FIG. 4, with the lower 
most notch 54 on the shoulder of the arrangement 56 or 
the top 38 may be dropped to a horizontal position rest 
ing on a pair of rubber bumpers or plugs 58, there being 
one on each of the tops of the rear legs 4. 
Top 38 is provided with a ledge 58 on the front to 

prevent papers or anything else on the surface of top 38 
from sliding therefrom. 

In the operation of the wheeled desk and adjustable 
top which operation is found in the foregoing description 
of the structural arrangement the entire wheeled desk 
may be pushed or pulled manually by the clerk using 
the desk 38 thereby making the cart or desk readily 
mobile between crowded aisles and throughout retail 
establishments or other places. At times when the desk 
38 is being used for writing, inventory or other purposes, 
the members 50 may be selectively positioned and ad 
justed to place the angle of the desktop 38 as desired 
or required by the operator. When the desk is to be 
used for transporting merchandise or for moving articles 
on the top 38, the members 50 may be knocked from 
their position beneath the desk top 38 and if desired may 
be retracted upwardly into a clamp 60 fastened to the 
underside of top 38 which comprises a pair of clamp 
members spring-biased to receive and hold the member 50. 

it is obvious from the foregoing that the wheeled desk 
is inexpensive in fabrication especially in quantity, but 
is versatile in operation and may be converted swiftly 
and readily from a writing desk to a cart or wheeled dolly 
for transporting articles on the top 38. 
While I have shown and described a particular embodi 

ment of my invention together with suggested construc 
tion and operation thereof, this is for the purpose of illus 
tration only and does not constitute any sort of restric 
tion on the Scope of my invention since various altera 
tions, Substitutions, changes, deviations, ramifications and 
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4. 
variations may be made in the embodiment shown and 
described without departing from the scope of my inven 
tion as defined in the appended claims. 

claim: 
In a wheeled desk of the class described: 
(a) a wheeled frame comprising four tubular corner 

legs disposed substantially vertical but being bent 
inwardly from the bottom of the top whereby the 
distance at the top between corners is less than at 
the bottom, 

(b) frame members interconnecting the bottoms of 
Some of said corner legs to strengthen same and 
make the frame more rigid, 

(c) caster wheels on the bottom of each of said legs, 
(d) a top frame interconnecting said opposed leg mem 

bers and comprising frame members joined at each 
of said legs to provide an open frame at the top, 

(e) other members between said legs above the mem 
bers in (b) adding strength and rigidity thereto, 

(f) a flat desk top member mounted on the top of 
Said frame and having one edge thereof attached by 
a piano type hinge to one of said other members, 
Such being designated as the front of the desk, where 
by said desk top is adjustable from horizontal to 
less than vertical, 

(g) a pair of opposed adjustment members attached 
each at one end thereof to the underside of said 
desk top, 

(h) each of said adjustment members having a plurality 
of notches spaced longitudinally thereon and extend 
ing at an angle toward the center of said material 
fronn an outer edge thereon, 

(i) a fixed shoulder on one of said other side members 
of said top other frame adapted to receive the notch 
of the adjustment member therein on each side of 
said frame whereby said desktop may be positioned 
in one of Several positions to change the inclination 
thereof to horizontal to more than horizontal to in 
cline the desk surface, 

(j) and a paper retaining means on said desk top, 
manually operable to receive and retain papers there 
in on said desktop. 
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