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1 
This invention relates to a prefolded diaper. 
Among its objects is to provide a new and 

simple infant's diaper that can be easily Secured 
to the body without folding. The diaper ac 
commodates for growth throughout infancy, and 
folding is obviated despite the size of the wear 
e. 

Another novel feature of the diaper is its func 
tional design. Others have proposed a panel of 
a greater thickness of material localized in the 
zones where extra, absorbency is necessary. Con 
ventional paneled diapers, however, have seams 
and projections where the panel is fitted into 
the diaper and along their marginal edges. These 
seams and projections contact the body of the 
infant and irritate the skin. A further object 
of this invention is to avoid chafing and irrita 
tion of the wearer by providing a diaper with no 
seams or projections in contact with the infant's 
body. 

Bulkiness of the diaper is thought to be con 
ducive to the bowing of the infant's legs. Still 
another object of the invention is to reduce the 
bulkiness of the diaper to allow normal balance, 
freedom of movement, better ventilation and a 
trim, Snug fit. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from my description and draw 
ings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the diaper ma 
terial showing the first step in the folding op 
eration; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the diaper ma 
terial showing the second step in the folding op 
eration; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of my diaper show 
ing the folded diaper before stitching; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the exterior sur 
face of my diaper after sewing; and 

Fig. 5 is a side section taken along the lines 
3-3 of Fig. 4 showing the seamless structure of 
the interior surface of my diaper after sewing. 
An elongated sheet () (Fig. 1) comprising one 

or more layers of diaper material is first fold 
ed over a width A, a dimension equal to the 
breadth of the desired panel, at One of the lateral 
edges 2. The opposing lateral edge 4 of sheet 
0 is then folded over the Sane Surface of the 

sheet a width B, a dimension exceeding the 
breadth of the desired panel (Fig. 2). The lat 
eral edges 2 and 4 then confront one another 
over the same surface of sheet 0 at a distance 
C.. I prefer to have the panel extending Syn 
metrically down the longitudinal axis 6 of the 
finished diaper. Hence it is desirable to make 
the width B equal to the sum of width A and 
one-half of the width C 
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2 
Next the sheet 0 is folded to superpose lateral 

edge 2 on lateral edge 4 (Fig. 3). The thick 
ened panel section 8 thus formed in the diaper is 
enveloped between an exterior surface 20 and an 
interior surface 22 of the diaper. The panel is 
Secured to the exterior Surface 20 by any con 
ventional means Such as by stitching but is not 
Secured to the inner Surface 22. The diaper at 
this stage of the operation is an open tube hav 
ing a multi-layered panel Section 8. The tube 
is flattened with the panel section laying Sym 
metrically astride the longitudinal axis 6 of the 
diaper. The tube may be closed by sewing to 
gether the layers at the marginal ends 24 of 
the finished diaper (Fig. 4). 

Extra plies of material may be inserted in the 
panel section of the diaper to achieve greater 
absorbency where it is most needed by inserting 
several layers of material in the panel section be 
fore securing the panel shut. This is optional. 

it, Will be noted that my diaper has no Seams 
or projections on its interior surface nor along 
the lateral edges that can come in contact with 
infant's body (Fig. 5). 
The invention claimed is: 
A diaper having an interior surface free from 

seams and projections comprising an elongated 
rectangular fabric sheet having its two oppoS 
ing lateral edges folded over the same Surface of 
the sheet in parallel relation to form opposed 
marginal panels of unequal breadth with a sepa 
rating section of the sheet between the marginal 
panels; the sheet folded to Superpose the mar 
ginal panels and the lateral edges of the sheet, 
whereby a three-ply rectangular panel section 
enveloped between the interior surface of the 
diaper and the exterior surface of the panel sec 
tion is formed; the panel Section secured to the 
exterior surface of the panel section, thereby 
defining a tubular sheet having a panel Section; 
the tube flattened with the panel section ly 
ing Substantially along the central portions of the 
sheet; and the open edges of the flattened tu 
bular sheet secured together. 

JOHN J. GANNON. 
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