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* purposes making use of an insulating ring.
of porcelain or similar material. The pres-
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showing the attachment of
_ed shells.
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CLUSTER LAMP-SOCKET.

936,463,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 12, 1909.

Application filed May 27, 1908, Serial No, 435,218.

To aif whom &t may concern:

Be it known that I, Heraraw J. S. Lewis,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Clus-
ter Lamp-Sockets, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to cluster lamp sock-
ets, particularly of that type having a sub-
stantially hemi-spherical casing from which
the lamps project symmetrically outward in
directions which are generally radial to the

_surface of said casing.

Ju a co-pending application Serial No.
431,146, and also in an application Serial

- No. 384498, filed by Edward .Le Febre,

there is set forth o construction for the shove

ent application covers a form of construe-

. tion also making use of this ring construc-

tion, and having certain additional and im-
proved features, . ] ‘
In'carrying out the present invention, the
threaded shells are secured to the insulating
ring by loops o bands which pass around
and through the centér of the latter where

they engage and make contact with a termi-

nal ring. The center contacts or connections
are established by a band or ring on the ex-
terior periphery of said insulating ring
which lies in a zone corresponding to the
center contacts of the lamps. I also provide
for assembling the parts to form receptacles
for different numbers of lzmps. _

With these various and other objects in

view, my invention consists in the features

of construction and combination as herein-
after set forth and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top or plan
view of a cluster socket ewbodying the
prineiples of my invention. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged vertical sectional view of a portion
of the same taken generally on line IT—II
of Fig. 1. Fig. 8 1s ancther sectional view
a pair of thread-

Referring to the drawings in which like
parts are designated by the zame reference
sign, 1 indicates a -casing conveniently of
spun sheet metal, and whie
openings 2 for the various !

amy sockets.

. L }
3 designates the.threaded or other shells i and

b hias peripheral.

received and held 1n the openings 2 by-

means of insulating bushings 4. The vari-
ous threaded shells are mechanically con-
nected together by a ecentral insulating ring
5, which has an additional function of sup-
porting the center contacts. The threaded
shells project outward from the ring 5, be-
ing connected -thereto in a special manner
and forming an important part of the pres-
ent-invention. I provide loops or straps 7
of flexible sheet metal which are adapted
to be tightly bent around the ring 5, pass-
ing through the central opening thereof and
connected with the threaded shells. The

preferred construction is that best shown in -

Fig. 8, in which the straps have hooked
portions 8 at their extremities which are se-
cured to the threaded shells by rivets 9. I

_prefer to make the ring 5 in two equatorially

or transversely divided sections or halves,
channeled .or recessed along the edges of
their engaging faces so as to form two com-
paratively deep annular grooves 18, and 14
respectively on the exterior and interior
peripheral surfaces thereof. . In the exterior
groove 13, I seat a continuous or other me-
tallic ring .or band 15, and in the interior
groove 14, I provide a corresponding con-
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tinuous or other ring or band 16. Each of -
these metallic rings or bands preferably has

a rounded, convex or beaded exposed sur-
face. .. The band 15 constitutes a common
center contact connection or terminal for the
lamps, while the band 16 is in a position to
be engaged by the various loops or straps
7 which pass through the interior of the

-ring 5 and over the surface of said band 16.

At the points where said loops or straps 7
engage over the surface of said band 16,
the.loops or straps are preferably rounded
to conform to the outline presented. ' It is
evident that a common electrical connection
is made with all of the threaded shells in this
way. The bands or rings 15 and 16 may. be
absolutely solid or séamless, or they may
have.a jeint, but in any case they are easily
insertible within the nsulating ring 5 b
reason of the split construction of the latter.
The circuit connections are made in any
convenient way from the respective rings
or bands 15 and 16, In Fig. 2, T have illus-
trated L-shaped clips 18 and 19 riveted ve-
spectively to the extevior ring or band 15
the interior band 16. These clips ex-
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tend upward above the plane of the top sur-
face of the insulating ring 5.

20 designate terminal screws in the re-
spective clips to which the circuit wires are
attached. R :

In order that.the threaded shells may be.
properly spaced apart around the ring 5, I
preferably form upon each loop or strap an
interiorly projecting lug. 22 which enters a
corresponding radial groove or recess 23 on
the upper surface of sajd ring 5. A con-
siderable number of grooves are provided

corresponding to various angular relations of

- the threaded shells, so that by employing

15

20

different grooves, thé threaded shells may
be symmetrically spaced apart for any num-
ber of lamps from one to six; . . e
What I claim, is:— L
1. In a cluster socket, a transversely di-
vided insulating’ ring, threaded shells ‘se-
cured : thereto, and means received- between
the halves or sections of said .ring gand af-
fording center contacts around the outside

o periphery of the ring.

25

2. In a.cluster socket, a transversely di-
vided insulating ring, threaded. shells. se-
cured thereto, a metallic- ring. ‘or-band re--
ceived between the halves.or sections of said
ring and affording center -contacts. arvound.
the outside periphery of the ring

" 8, In a clustersocket, an _insu%é,ﬁing:-tmns: '
versely .divided 'ring Haying -a: 'p'er-i(g)hgzal‘ {
1-ring, |:

groove, threaded (hells:secured to s#id rin
and means réceived in said:groove between

the divisions of said

versely divided rin

936,468

ter contacts. o

4. In a cluster socket, an insulating trans-
having a peripheral
groove, threaded shells secured to said ring,
and a metallic ring or band received in said
groove between the divisions of said ring
and affording center. contacts.

5. In a cluster socket, a tiansversely di-
vided insulating. ring having grooves on its
exterior and interior surfaces; threaded
shells, and metallic rings qr bands received
in said grooves, said interior band being
connected to the threaded shiells.

" 6. In a cluster. socket, a transversely di-

vided . insulating ring: having interior and

“exterior grooves, metallic rings or bands re-

ceived. in said greoves, and threaded shells

* having loops or straps engaging said interior
cring or band, - . T _
" 7. In a cluster socket, an insulating ring

‘havinig interior and exterior grooves; metal-
lic.rings or -bands received in said
.threaded shells connected to the interior ring
or-band, and metallic clips projecting up-.
ward from botl¥ of said rings or bands-and
“affording terminal connections.
.- In witness-whereof, I subscribe my signa-
| ture, in thie presence of two witnesses.

00ves,

- HERMAN J. 8. LEWIS..
‘Wimesées ) N
“Warno M. Crariw,
" . James D’AnToNTo0.
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