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Claim. 

My invention relates to stretching and drying 
frames for apparel, and particularly to frames 
employed for stretching men's trousers. 
The invention resides in a frame of light skele 

ton construction, formed of two flat members, 
adapted to lie in edge to edge relation, and rela 
tively adjustable to and from each other in the 
plane in which they lie. 
The means for effecting the relative adjust 

ment referred to, is embodied in right-and-left 
ScreWS, one Such double-acting Screw being ar 
ranged at each end of the frame, with its elon 
gated ends entered oppositely in threaded open 
ings extending through pivot blocks mounted for 
rotation in transverse openings in each of the 
ends of the frame members, Intersecting open 
ings in the ends of the frame members provide 
clearances to permit play of the elongated ends 
of the Screws, when an adjustment is made 
through the double-acting ScreW at either end of 
the frame. At such times, the frame members 
pivot about the pivot blocks at the end of the 
frame, opposite to that at Which the adjustment 
is being inade, so that the incidental arcuate 
movement of the ends of the frame members in 
being Separated, takes place without interference, 
On account of the clearances provided for the 
pivoting movements. 
Apparel of the nature indicated is subject to 

shrinkage in cleaning, and this often results in 
discomfort and inconvenience to the person 
Wearing the Same, unless properly remedied. 
Moreover, a shirunken garment is unsightly. The 
relative adjustability or movement of the frame 
members of my invention away from each other 
Will enable the scoured garment to be readily con 
formed to its original proportions, which will be 
maintained in the garnent When removed from 
the stretching frame. 

After the frame members have been separated, 
by turning the Screws at each end until the origi 
nal proportions of the garment have been at 
tained, the frame members, which are pivotally 
mounted upon each other, may be stabilized 
against a shogging or racking longitudinal move 
ment, by means of a lock nut threaded on One of 
the Screws being rulin down into engagement with 
the inner face at the end of One of the members. 
By this means, the frame members will be held 
firmly in position during the stretching and 
cleaning OperationS. 
When stretched, the garment may be removed 

from the frame, by reversal of the Screws, So as 
to draw the frame members toward each other 
and release the garment from tension and fric 

(C1, 223-63) 
tional contact with the frame, whereupon, the 
garment may be removed without interference, 
and further pressed, if necessary to make it Serv 
iceable. 

Having thus Outlined the nature and purpoSeS 
of my invention, I will now describe the particu 
lar construction shown, and Will point out the 
novelty thereof in the appended claim. 

In the accompanying dra Wing: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a stretch 

ing and drying frame constructed in accordance 
With my invention, and ShOWing in phantom a 
pair of trousers as being stretched thereon. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the line 2-2, Fig. 1, 
looking in the direction of the arrowS. 

In the drawing, the numerals to and f f indi 
cate the two separable flat members of a frame 
constructed for use in connection with stretching 
and drying a pair of trousers. The frame mem 
bers preferably comprise solid bars of Wood or 
the like bored adjacent their ends to receive 
pivot blocks 6, in the form of cylinders, four of 
which are employed. The frame members are 
further provided adjacent their ends with trans 
verse slots which extend transversely through 
the bars and through the bores f6. 
The pivot blocks 6, are bored transversely at 

their longitudinal centers and threaded to re 
ceive the opposite ends of right-and-left ScreWS 
18, which latter have fixed at their midlength a 
knurled disc 9, by means of which the ScreWS 
may be rotated in either direction, and the frame 
members is and Caused to approach or Sep 
arate from each other. 

After scouring, a pair of trousers is applied to 
the frame, and the screw at the lower end is 
turned to separate the frame members and 
distend the trousers leg to its original propor 
tions. In this action, the ends of the frame 
members then being Separated, partake of an 
arcuate movement, at Which time the opposite 
ends of the frame members will pivot on the 
pivot blocks 6, and the projecting ends of the 
screws 8 will play in the clearances provided in 
the openings . The width of the elliptical 
openings f is only slightly larger than the di 
ameter of the Screws 8, so that the side Wals 
of the said openings act to guide the Screws, 
and prevent lateral distortion of the frame from 
its flat position, under the resistance of the fabric 
during the distention of the latter. 
The exterior contour lines of the frame men 

bers are shaped to conform to the cut of the 
garment. After scouring the garment and ex 
tracting the moisture, a frame With the mem. 
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2 
bers f and in retracted position, will be in 
Serted in one leg thereof. The lower Screws Will 
then be turned and the frame members distended 
until the original proportions of the garment in 

5 the matter of width are attained. Then pull 
along the frame to attain the desired length, at 
the Same time turning the upper Screw to Sep 
arate the upper ends of the frame members, and 
stretch the upper part of the legs. The frictional 

10 engagement of the cuff end of the leg with the 
frame members is sufficient to prevent slipping 
while being stretched for length. During the 
stretching operations, it is advisable to steam 
the trousers. The waist portion can be dra Win 

15 to the right dimensions over the frame by steam 
ing and pulling with the hands. After one leg 
has been stretched, the operations are repeated 
on the other leg. Remove the frame, and then 
place the trousers on the steam board. 
On account of the pivotal mounting of the 

frame members, it is necessary that they be 
locked in position, to prevent longitudinal shog 
ging or racking movement, which would distort 
the garment. To effect this locking movement, 

25 I thread upon one or both of the screws 8, a 
knurled locking nut 20, and run it down into 
engagement with the inner face of the adjacent 
head of the frame member, thus locking both of 

20 

2,080,828 
the screws in normal relation to the plane of the 
inner faces of the frame members. When SO 
locked, longitudinal movement of the One frame 
upon the other cannot take place. 
The wide range of adjustability, enables the 

invention to be used in connection. With trousers 
of every cut and pattern. 
Warious changes may be made in the embodi 

ments of the invention hereinabove Specifically 
described without departing from or sacrificing 
the advantages of the invention as defined in 
the appended claim. 
I claim:- 
A frame for use in stretching and drying men's 

trousers, comprising two bars arranged in edge 
to-edge relation and having exterior contOurS 
conforming to the cut of the trousers, each frame 
member having bores and intersecting transverse 
openings at its ends, pivot blocks mounted in 
the said bores, right-and-left Screws thi'eaded. 
through the pivot blocks at the ends of Said bars 
for separating said bars to stretch the trousers, 
and a locking nut on one of the screws adapted 
to engage one of said bars to prevent pivoting of 
the screw means during the Stretching of the 
trouses. 

LEE ROY JESSEN. 
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