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. . Be it knOWn that I, JOHN MILLER MACRAE, 
a, citizen of the United States, residing at 
ClarkSwille, in the G0unty of Montgo;mery and 
State of TemneSSee,ha,We in wented (&ertain new 
and useful ImprOWements in Check Sorters or 
Separators; and I do hereby declare the fol 
loWing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the inVention, Such aS Will enable otherS 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the Same. x 
This imwention relates t0 a, dewióe for hold 

ing Commercial paper Or documents, but m01'e 
particularly to a Sorter. Or Separator for bank 
Checks. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

prOwide a, simple and efficient dewice in which 
checkS Or other papers of One character or 
relating tO One party may be placed and kept 
Separate from Other paper'S Or checkS relating 
t0 the Same Or a different party, S0 that the 
separated CheckS Or papers may be filed away 
or readily remOWed at any time without the 
trouble and loSS Of time iIncident to the meanS 
Ordinarily employed... . 
A further object of the in Vention is to pro 

wide a Simple and efficient dewice adapted to 
` hold various kinds of papers or documents, 
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and Which may be used independently or in 
connection. With "a, cabinet, So aS to adapt the 
dewice to be employed either aS a Separator 
Or sorter Or aS a file for the paperS. 
The imwention || Will be more particularly 

hereinafter described with reference to the 
accompanying draWingS, Which form a part of 
this Specification, and then pointed Out in the 
claims at the end of the description. 

Referring to the accompanying drawingS, 
Wherein similar letters of reference designate 
similar parts, Figure 1 is a plam wieW of the 
dewice, partly broken aWay. FigS. 2 and 8 
are transwerSe Sectional wieWS taken on the 
limes II II and III III, respectively, of Fig. 1. 
H'ig. 4 is alongitudinal Sectional wieW through 
the casing, the plunger and the partition or 
diwision plates being rem0Wed. FigS.5 and 6 
represent opposite end wieWS of the dewice. 
Fig. 7 is a detail perSpectiWe WieW of one of 
the retaining and guide rodS; and Fig. 8 is a, 
fragmentary wieW of a portion of the caSing, 

and the aperture or receSS in Which (0ne end 
of the clip is adapted to fit. 

I ha, we illustrated my in wention as applied 
' to an Open bOX-like casing A., but it is 0bwi 
ouS that , the Casing may be of any desired 
form and made of any Suitable material, with 
or Without a cower, and that when the Casing 
is interaded to be employed as a file instead 
of aS a, S0rtel' or separator or for Other reaSOnS 
it may be arramged in a Suitable Cabinet, (not 
shoWm,) in Which case the casing may be fitted · 
as a dra.Wer to the cabinet. 
The easing A may haWe One or more bars 

0r strips 0, extending longitudinally of Said 
casing and Secured tO Or formed. Om the up 
per Surface of the b0ttOm there0f, S0 aS t0 
Support the checkS Or other papers and pre 
went them from resting up0m Said bott0m 
When arranged in the casing. A guide ]'Od 
or bolt d/', may extend longitudinally of the 
casing and be arranged at Or .neat' the uppet' 
portion at each side thereof, the ends of Said 
rods being passed through Openings in the 
casing and Supported in plates d*, Secured to 
the Opposite ends of Said CaSing. These rodS 
may have one of their ends bent or prowided 
With a hook, aS at d°, adapted tO abut against 
the plates d° adjacent theret0, While the other 
ends thereof may be SCrew-threaded and pro 
wided with a · Suitable wing or other’ mut d*', 

55 

6? 

7? 

75 

in order that either or both of Said rods may '' ? 
be rigidly held in the casing Or permitted to 
be withdra, Win therefrOm. 
For the purpose of compreSSing the checkS 

or other papers...and holding them in an up 
right position I prefer t0 Slidingly arrange 
a plunger or folloWer B on the rodS d/'. This 
follower may have bracketS Ö Secured to or 
formed thereon and prowided with apertures 
therein, through Which the r0dS d' are paSSed, 
So as to slidingly hold the folloWer on Said 
rods or bolts, though Suitable fingerS Or other 
means may be prOwided for Slidingly holding 
the plunger on the rods if desired. The fol 
loWer may have its loWer edge receSSed, So as 
t0 fit oWel' the stripS Or' barS d, and may ha:We 
a bracket or frame b' Secured theret0, in 
Which the boltS Or stemS b* are arranged to 
Slide tranSwerSely of the caSing. Each bolt 
or stem b° may be arranged in Suitable guides 

illustrating one of the rod-supporting plates || on the bracket b' and is normally preSSed 
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OutWardly OI' tOW*auI'd the Side Of the Casimg 
adjacent the]'et0 by al, Suitablo Spring, aS at 
Ü°, which lattel' abut tS *tt One end against one 
Of the guides and at itS Other end against a 
Collar' aurranged on the Stem. These boltS 
may ha,We Ome of their ends provided with 
Suitable handleS Or gripping meanS and their 
other ends adl:upted tO engage the teeth of 
Suitable ]'ackS, aS Ö*, arranged On Opposite 
sides of the casing and extending length wise 
theI'e0f. The rackS 1}}ay be of any suitable 
construction and of any desired mumber' and 
are adapted, When engaged by the end of the 
stems or boltS Ü°, tO ]'igidly hold the follower' 
in Warious adjustments O1' to pe1'mit the fol 
lower, When the StemS Or bolts are for(?ed to 
Ward each Other by the hand of the Ope1’ator, 
to be forced O1’ made tO slide along said rods 
tO the desired point. IBy this means the fol 
lower may be readily adjusted and rigidly' 
held in the Casing. 
The checkS Or pape]]'s may be separated by 

a, series Of pa]]''titionS OI' division-plates D. 
These partitionS may be of metal and of any 
desired numbel' and may be arranged Chrom 
ologically Or alphabetically, SO aS tO permit 
the location. Of the paperS tO be readily asce]'- 
tained, and each partition Or diwision plate 
imay haWe a projecting p0rtion, as at d, whose 
Side edgeS are folded Owe]'' at am angle, S0 aS 
to preVent upWard mowement of the indicat 
ing Card Op' slip When placed therein. The 
uppe]' edge 0f the di W'isio11-plates at each side 
Of the projecting pOrtion d may have itS edgeS 
folded OW'e]', S0 aS t0 hold a, Wil'e O]' ]'Od d/'. 
This wire may have its Outer' ends bent OI' 
formed S0 aS to embrace the rodS (t' and guide 
the di wisiOn-plateS al()ng Said n'Ods and may 
have its body portion arranged below the 
folded OI' Open ends of the projection d of 
Said plateS, SO as tO pl'ew'ent dOWnWard ImOwe 
ment Of the indicating card Or slip. The 
loWer edgeS Of the partitionS O1’ division-plates 
may be recessed, SO as to fit Owe1' the strips ?t, 
tO pre went the checkS Or paper'S from slipping 
below the loW'er edges 0f Said plates, said 
strips being adapted, when desired, to fit the 
receSSeS in the diwisionplates t0 Ser'we as al, 
further guide for Said plates. 

In Order that the division-plates may be re 
tained in the casing Or permitted to be read 
ily remowed, I prefer to arrange a laterally 
mOWable 1'Od Or bOlt ¢ at each side of the Cas 
ing below the rOds Ct'. These bolts may have 
their endS SuppOI'ted in Suitable openingS Or 
slotS ?' in plateS 6*, which latter may be se 
Cured tO the Outer Surface of the Opposite ends 
of the caSing. The bolts e are adapted to fit 
in notches O1’ recesses of the division-plates 
Or Owel' projecting p01rtions of Said plates when 
in One pOSition. SO aS to retain and aSSist in 
holding Said plateS in the casing in am up 
right p0Sition, and When mowed laterally are 
adapted tO fit, grOOWes, aS at ?°, in Said casing, 
SO aS to be free Of Said plates to permit their 
remOwall Without entirely Withdrawing said 
boltS. The SlotS Or Openings in the plates e* 
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may be L--shaped Or angular', With the hOri 
Zontal portion the]'e0f forming a continua 
tion. Of the g1'OOwes e°, SO that the ]'OdS ? I may 
be raised and readily slipped intO Said grOOweS. 
The rOds may each haWe one end thereOf, Fig. 
7, 1 --Shaped, SO that its end ¢* may engage an 
aperture e° in the Casing, and itS Othe1' end 
ScreW-th]'eaded and p1'OWided With a suitable 
nut e". A Suitable clip, aS at e', may be in 
terposed betWeen Said mut and the casing, 
Said clip hawing itS lOWer edge bent at an am 
gle and adapted to engage an aperture or slot, 
aS at e°, Fig. 8, in the CaSing, SO that by ro 
tating the mut in Oune direction the clip and 
the end ¢* of the bolf, will engage the casing 
When in the position shown, but when ]re 
leased Or given Sewe1'al turnS in the opposite 
direction Said clip imay be released, and by 
forcing the rOd foI'Ward Sufficient to release 
the end ?* thereof from the casing the bolt; 
may be raised in the slot, and mowed b0dily 
into the grOOWes é* Out Of the Way of the par'- 
tition-plateS. 

'f'he cOnStruction anad Operation 0.f the. in 
wem.tion will be readily understood from th@ 
foregoing deSCription. When taken in connec 
tion. With the accompanying drawings. 
The partS being in the position shown in 

the draWingS and the paper'S Or checkS 0f 
warious parties arranged bet,Ween the di wi 
Sion-plates it Will be Seen that by pressing 
the tyWo Stems or boltS t/* toward each othe]', 
So as to release Said stems from the rucks b*', 
SO that the folloWor may be mOwed along the 
I'0ds (t' to release the preSSure there0f upon 
the pape]'S Or checkS, One or more checkS 
may be readily placed betWeen the prope]]' 
division-plateS OI' One or mO]re checks m'emOwed, 
While an Opp0Site unOWement Of the follower' 
Or plunger will COimpreSS and rigidly hold the 
checkS Or other papers in the casing. To re 
mOWe or add One Or more of the pa]]''titions OI' 
di wision-plates, the nuts ?" On the rods é are 
released, which will permit the clip ¢' and 
the end e* Of said rod to be released and the 
bolt J'aised bodily and mowed into the grooves 
6°, as heretOfore explaimed. The nutS dt/* on 
the 1'Ods Ct// may mow be remOwed and said rods 
forced length Wise of the Casing to the desired 
point, When an additional plate Or plates may 
be added to O]' One Or more remOwed from the 
CaSing, while by entirely Withdrawing the rods 
(?t' the folloWel' and all the partition-plates 
may be remOwed. I thus prowide a simple 
and efficient dewice for holding checks or other' 
paperS Whereby the checkS Of one party may 
be readily Separated from th0se of others, 
and at the Same time prOWide a dewice which 
Imay be uSed as a SOrtel? Or Separat01’ Or' as a, 
file for the checkS after being Separated. It 
iS ObWiOuS that instead of the Wires d of the 
partition. Or diwision plateS paSSing entirely 
around the rOdS (t' they may simply rest upon 
Or partly SurrOumd Said rods, in Which case 
the loWel' ]r0dS 6 Will retain the partitions in 
the caSing; that other means may be em 
ployed for Slidingly holding the follower and 
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diWision-plates in the Casing, and that S0me 
| of the partS may be dispensed With or otherS 
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Substituted therefor With0ut departing from 
the spirit of my invention, and hence I do not 
desire to limit mySelf to the precise construc 
tion shOWn and described. 

Hawing thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim aS new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States, is-– 

1. In a, dewice of the character described, 
the combination of the caSing, a pair of re 
mowable rodS Om Opposite Sides thereOf, and a 
diwision-plate Strung on Said remowable rods, 
haWing projecting portionS On itS ends; With 
a, pair of laterally-mowable rods arranged to 
normally Owerlie the projecting portionS of 
the di wision-plate S0 aS to retain it in an up 
right position, Substantially as described. 

2. A dewice for holding paperS, C0mprising 
a, CaSing, a folloWer, a SerieS Of partitionS Or 
diwision-plates,r0dS extending longitudinally 
through the casing for guiding the diwision 
plates and folloWer in their m0wements there 
in and laterally-mowable guide and retaining 
rods or boltS adapted t0 fit OWer a portion of 

, the diwision-plates t0 aSSist in retaining Said 
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plates in an upright position, and to be mOWed 
tO One Side of the diwision - plates to permit 
Said plates to be remowed Without Withdra,W- 
ing the retaining-Tods from the casing, Sub 
Stamtially as described. 

8. A dewice of the character described, com 
prising a caSing, a pair of I'0ds arranged on 
Opposite SideS of the Casing at OI' near the up 
per portion thereof, a, follower and a series 
of partitions or diwision-plates slidingly held 
On Said rOds, and a pair of laterally-m0Wable 
guide and retaining TOds or boltS adapted tO 
fit Ower a portion of the diwision-plates to aS 
Sist in retaining Said plateS in am upright. p0-' 
sition and tyO be mOW|ed to One side of the diwi 
Sion-plateS t0 permit Said partitions 0r plates 
to be remowed without withdra.wing the re 
taining-TOdS from the CaSing, Substantially aS 
described. 

4. A SOrter or file for checks and the like, 
comprising a casing proWided With longitudi 
mally-extending groOweS at or near the bot 
tOm of the casing and On Opposite Sides there 
Of, and With OpeningS O1’ SlotS forming a com 
tinuation of Said groOwes, diwision-plates or 
partitionS arranged in the casing, a pair of 

3 

rods ariranged Om oppOSite SideS Of Said caS 
ing at 0r near the upper portion there0f, and 
a, Second pair of rodS haWing their ends ar 
ranged in the OpeningS in the CaSing SO aS tO 
adapt Said boltS to be mowed laterally and 
engage notches in the edges of the diWision 
plates to aSSist in retaining Said plateS in an 
upright position, or to be mowed into the lon 
gitudinal grOOWeS in the CaSing to permit the 
partitions or plates to be remowed without 
Withdrawing the retaining-rodS from the caS 
ing, said latter rOdS haWing One of their endS 
hooked and adapted tO engage the caSing, 
and their other ends provided With Suitable 
mutS So as to Secure the rods in the GaSing or 
permit them to be shifted laterally, Substan 
tially as described. • 

5. In a dewice for holding papers, a metal 
'lic partition or diwision plate hawing a guide 
wire or rod held therein . by bending: Ower the 
upper edge there0f, and prOwided With a pr0-- 
jecting portion ab0We the Wire Wh0Se ends are 
folded OWer at ain incline S0 aS tO retain an 
indicating card Or Slip therein againSt up 
ward mowement, While the rod or Wire Tre 
tains and preWentS d0WmWard m0Wement 0f 
the Gard; Substantially aS described. 

6. A dewice for holding paperS, C0mprising 
a, CaSing prOwided With one or more longitudi 
nally-extending StripS arranged in the b0t 
tom of said casing upon Which the CheckS Or 
other articles may rest S0 aS to be Supported 
abOWe Said bottom, a pair of rOds arranged on 
Opposite sides of the Casing at Or near the up 
per portion thereof, a folloWe]' Slidingly held 
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On the rods, meanS for Securing said folloWel? ` 
in warious adjustments, a Series 0f partitionS 
0r diwision-plateS also Slidingly held 0m Said 
rods, and a pair Of laterally-mOWable guide 
and retaining rodS or boltS adapted to fit ower 
a, p01'tion of the partitions to assist in retain 
ing Said partitionS in an upright p0Sition and 
to be mowed to one side of the partitions to 
permit said partitionS to be remowed without 
Withdra,Wing the retaining-rods from the (cas 
ing, Substantially as described. 

In testimony Whereof I affix my signatu]'e 
in presence of tWo Witnesses. '' ~ 

JOBHN MILLBR, MACRAE. 
Witnesses : ~ 

H. D. PETTUS, 
R. ID. MANTLEY. 
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