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- 1-Claim, - (Cl 150—1.6):

The present invention relates to brief cases of the type
that are folded double when closed and are lajd out flat
when open, and more partreularly to.a brief case which
is intended to be of considerable use to Armed Forces
persennel for the keeping and display of thelr personal
records of enlistment, promotion, transfer, citations and
the like, which records are usually subject to 1mprov1dent
Haﬂdlmg and unnecessary wear.in the constant travel -and
change of station normal to the Armed Forces.’ .

It has therefore its primary object - to provide such a
brief case as is exceptlonally useful fo men and women
in the military service whose personal papers require
specral display and handling for the reason that many

those papers are prmted orders made perforce in
many copies and on such flimsy tissue that frequent han-
dling desiroys them.

Another singular object of the present invention is to
provide a brief case having a transparent panel on one
side for the insertion from inside the case of a proper
identification card for readily available inspection and
identification of the case.

Still another important feature of the present inven-
tion is the cobject to provide a leather case of proper
appearance suitable for commissioned personnel as well
as for the non-commissioned officers and enlisted men
and women who take pride in their service and uniform,
and such a case as is readily adaptable for each branch
of the service and if adopted would be uniform in appear-
ance and usage, and a fitting adjunct to the article issue
now provided.

Still a further object of the present invention is to
provide a brief case that may also be used by civilian
personnel as a personal records file.

A still further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a brief case which carries in properly arranged pockets
and under parncularly positioned transparencres the vital
records of the person’s military services or personal rec-
ords, and further provides room for a standardized note-
bock for addresses and may be used for a writing sur-
face with space provided for the retention of a writing
tablet or other material as desired.

A pertinent portion of the invention concerns the em-
ployment of a particular type clasp for the ring binder
anchored on the metal center backing and a particular post
and clamp arrangement that is especially effective to
hold in secure order all flimsy transfer orders, appoint-
ment papers, commendations, diplomas of special schools,
and in the event of separation, the discharge papers that
are pertinent and desirable of prominent display.

These and many other objects and advantages will be
readily apparent from the following description when con-
sidered with the annexed claim and with the attached
drawings, in which like numerals indicate like parts
throughout the several views, and in which:

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

65

65

Fig. 1 is a plan view in elevation of the present inven- 70

tion;

Fig. 2 is an edge view in elevation of the invention;

€

2 [

Fig. 3 is a view of a transparent envelope for use in
the present invention; . - :

F1g 4 is .a-plan view of the 1nvent1on open and la1d
ﬂatasmuse Yo sesl -

+Fig.51isa detarled top view of the post and clamp por-
tlon of the invention;.

- Fig: 6.is a view-in section taken on hne 6—~6 of Fxg S;

Fig. 7 is a detailed.view: of-one of the 16ops” of the
central -binder portion of the invention;

Fig. 8 is.an end view taken on_line. 8—8 of Flg 7

JFig. 9 is a plan view of the, identification. card. pocket
of the 1nvent10n, itk L erer sl

F1g aisaview of the 1dent1ﬁcat10n card

Fig. 10 is a plan;view of-a:foldable card for insertion
in.the pocket in the envelope of. Fig..3;- PR
) F1g 11.is a plan view .of a.special pocket or envelope
for the, insertion of immunization.papers.

Refcrrmg with greater .detail. to.the . drawmgs in Fxgs
1 to.3,.the invention is shown to consist -of a.back: "por-
tion 19. with .a pair of side. panels .11, 12; extending.in
opposite, directions and secured .together:by the.slide.fas-
tener, 13 -having..a chain .pull 14 with a.lock .15 :An
elongat_ed tube 16 somewhat:flattened. extends along the
back portion 16 .and. has.on it two.swing-mounted. loops
17,. each, with one end. pinioned in the: tube 16:and.the
other free end of each having a slot 18 to receive the
end of the catch 19 which in turn is pivotally secured at
its other end to the tube 16 adjacent each loop 17.

Secured in face to face relation on the one side panel 12
is a clamp member indicated generally at 21 and which has
a base 22 of stiffened material such as metal or plastic
and having at its midlength a recess 23 which extends to
each edge 24. 1In the recess is a pin 25 at each end,
transversely disposed and each extending through an elon-
gated guide slot 254 in its associated plate to hold the
plate in the recess 23, and by means of which the clamps
26 are guided for limited movement longitudinally of
the base 22, being biased in one direction each by the
springs 27. The springs 27, being connected between pins
25 and fingers 25b, extending from clamping plates 26,
also serve to bias the clamping plates 26 interiorly of
recesses 23. Each clamping plate 26 also has a finger
engaging portion 29 and is bifurcated at one end 28
to embrace the post 29 at that end of the recess. FEach
of posts 29 has its end 30 enlarged and anchored in the
side panel 12, with the upstanding end 31 being on the
inner side 32 thereof, so that the posts are contained
within the case when in closed position as in Fig. 2. The
base 22 has secured along one edge thereof the end edge
of a sheet of transparent material 33. Records with
suitable holes on one edge are received on said posts 29
in the conventional manner.

The invention contemplates many forms and a pre-
ferred form has a plurality of envelopes 34, 35, 36, one
of which 34 is positioned over an opening 37 in the side
panel 11, and each has transparent sides, at least on one
side, for the ready inspection of d1splayed material there-
in. Envelope 36 is formed to have openings 38 along one
edge to receive the loops 17, and a slot-like pocket open-
ing 39 along its top edge into which may be inserted a
suitable 1nd1c1a 41 as shown in Fig. 10, to display a title,
such as “honorable discharge,” or “diploma,” or the like.

Figs. 9, 94, and 11 show details of the envelope 34,
of a card 34q which may be used in the opening 37 for
easy identification by the owner; and of an elongated
envelope 35 which may accommodate the records per-
taining to immunization injections and other medical
records which are desirably kept handy. A notebook 42
is secured by its. back to panel 11 by suitable means
such as adhesive or by having its back cover inserted
under a flap or in a slot in the lining of the panel. Most
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preferably, the panels 11, 12 are made of one piece of
top grade leather, and have a relatively stiff filler 43
between thin leather facings 44 and 45, as seen in Fig.
6, although other methods of manufacture may be used
and other forms of the invention are contemplated.,

While a single form of the invention has been shown
here illustrated and described, many changes and modi-
fications for particular purposes may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, as
set forth in the following and appended claim.

Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature of this
invention, what is claimed is:

A brief case for personal records comprising a case
having an elongated back portion and a pair of side
panels extending from the long sides of said back por-
tion in opposite directions, said back portion and said
side panels being formed from a single piece of leather
on their outer sides and having a thin leather facing
on their inner sides and a relatively stiff filler between
said inner and outer sides, a pair of document retaining
posts, each having an enlarged end, said ends engaging
in said filler on one of said side panels and aligned along
one edge of said one panel in a direction at right angles
to the elongation of said back, said posts extending up-
wardly from the inner surface of said one panel, a clamp
member having an elongated base formed with a recess
at its midlength extending to each edge of said base, said
base being disposed in face to face relation with said
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one panel with said recess on its confronting face, said
base having a pair of post receiving apertures extending
one into each end of said recess, and a pair of spring
biased clamping plates slidable in said recess, each of
said plates being bifurcated at one end, the bifurcations
engaging the adjacent post to clamp said base thereto
and each having a slot therein extending longitudinally
of said base, a pin secured to said base adjacent each end
of said recess, one pin extending through the slot in each
plate, the spring biasing means for each plate compris-
ing a spring connected at one end to one of said pins and
at its other end to the associated plate for biasing the
bifurcations into engagement with the adjacent post, and
a finger engaging portion on each.clamping plate extend-
ing out of said recess for moving said plates against the
bias of said springs.
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