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To all whom it may concern :-

Be it known that I, THOMAS A. WATSON, of
Everett, county of Mlddlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Telephone-Stands, of which the following de-
scuptlon, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification.

My invention relates to a stand for tele-
phones, and has for its object to enable the
telephone to be readily placed and held in any

_position convenient for the operator using it.
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‘When a telephone has to be constantly in
use for any length of time it is very tiresome
to hold it in the hand in the usnal mauner for
shortcommunication, and if the telephone were
fixed on a support in proper position for one
operator it might not bein suitable position for
another operator who might afterward have
to use it, as in the case of the operators at cen-
tral offices of telephone-exchange systems. The
usualreceiving-telephoneshaveto beheld elose
to the ear, or if the telephone is held in a fixed
support the ear has to be placed close toit, so
that if it were held continuously in. the same
position, nomatter how convenient, the listener
would soon become wearied, zmd it is conse-
quently desirable to enable the position to be
changed from time to time without any care
or thought on the part of the operator. This
I am enabled to do by my invention, which
consists in providing a clamp suitable to hold
a hand-telephone of common construction, the
said clamp being attached to a stand, so as to

allow the said telephone to be readﬂy placed

in any position convenient for the operator, the
said elamp being herein shown as pivoted at
the top of a rod or standard, which may be
adjusted as to height and turned in its socket
in & base to be connected to the operator’s ta-
ble.

Figure 1 is-an elevation of a stand con-
structed in accordance with my invention sup-
porting a hand-telephone ; and Fig. 2, a detail,
showing the upper portion of the standard 1u
section Wlth the clamp therein, and also show-
ing a battery-transmitter conuected with" the
said clamp.

The base portion ¢, adapted to be secured to
a table or other desired fixture by screws or
otherwise, is provided with a central tubular
passage or socket, b, toreceive the standard or

-supporting-rod ¢ and permit the said rod to be
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raised or lowered therein to properly adjust
the height of the telephone, which may be held
in the clamp ¢ at top of said standard. The
standard ¢ is also adapted to turn freely in its
socket b to place the clamp ¢ in any desired
angular position to enable the telephone to be
turned at any desired angle in a horizontal
plane. When placed at the proper height, and
with the clamp ¢ extending therefrom at the
proper angle, the said standard is fastened, to
prevent further movement, by the fastening
device, (shown as a thumb-serew,) f, in a ring,
¢, at the top of the base a.

The clamp or telephone-holder ¢ is made as
a divided ring, the two portions whereof are
of suitable size to embrace the handle portion
of the telephone and hold it securely, they be-
ing provided with lugs 4, to enable them to be
closed upon the telephone by screws j. The
said clamp e is provided with a pivot, m, ex-
tended into a socket, 1, at the upper end of the
standard ¢, and provided with a groove, o, to
receive the point of a screw, p, the clamp ¢
turning in the said socket, and thus enabling
the telephone, or mouth-piece thereof, to be
placed at any desired angle by rotating the
clamp e in its socket #» and the standard ¢ in
the base «, the two rotations giving a univer-
sal angular movement.

The screw p prevents the pivot m of the
clamp ¢ from being withdrawn from its socket
n, and at the same time may be turned in to
give the pivot m sufficient friction in said
socket to cause it to remain in any position in
which it may be placed; and as the usual ad-
justments of the mouth-piece to the ear of the
operator arein a vertical plane, this free move-
ment of the pivoted clawmp ¢ inits socket » ena-
bles the operator to constantly adjust the
mouth-piece without any care or thought, the
mouth-piece, apparently by its own movement,
comming to the proper position.

In Fig. 2 one portion of the holder e is re-
moved and a battery-transmitter, ¢, of usual
construction, is shown in dotted lines as con-
nected with the other pivoted portion by the
lugs 4.

Asatransmitter does not need to be adjusted
as to angular position in a vertical plane, it
might be. eonnected rigidly with the standard
¢, which wonld give the desired adjustment as
to height and angle in a horizontal plane.
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I am aware that a supporting-bracket has
been made for a transmitter capable of being
swung to any desired position in a single ver-
tical plane, but not admitting of a universal
angular adjustment of the mouth-piece.

1 claim—

1. A telephone-stand consisting of a tele-
phone clamp or holder and a standard there-
for, the said standard and holder being ad-

o justable as to height and angular position to
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enable a telephone to be supported at any de-
sired height and angle to suit the user, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

2. In atelephone-stand, a standard and tele-
phone clamp or holder pivoted to turn therein,
the said standard being itself free to turn and
adjustable as to height to enable an operator
to place a telephone at any desired angular po-
sition and height, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a telephone-stand, a base and a stand-
ard adapted to be moved longitudinally and
turned therein, and a holding device to fasten

it in any desired position, combined with a

telephone-holder upon the said standard, sub-
stantially as deseribed. ‘

4. In a telephone-stand, a standard adjusta-
ble as to height and capable of being rotated,
and a clamp or holder for a receiving-tele-
phone pivoted in the said standard, the pivot
thereof having an annular groove, combined
with a screw in the said standard to enter the
said groove and bear upon the pivot with a
slight friction, to prevent the said pivot from
being withdrawn from its socket, and to enable
a telephone in the said clamp to be turned to
any desired angle and remain so until again
positively moved, substantially as and for the
purpose described.
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In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 4o

two subscribing witnesses.
THOMAS A. WATSON.

Witnesses :
Jo8. P. LIVERMORE,
N. E. C. WHITNEY.



