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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHAN ALBERT THUGE,
of Chirago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, haveinvented certain new and useful

5 Improvements in Temporary Holders; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,

10 which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of devices known as “hoiders,”
which consist of two lids secured at their
rear ends by suitable clamping devices and

15 between the rear ends or edges of which lids
separate sheets of paper may be temporarily
inserted and held and also easily removed
therefrom. Such devices are commonly used
by shipping-clerks, expressmen, and the like,

20 and are known in the trade as “holders” or
“order-holders.”

My invention relates particularly to -the
means employed for opening the rear margins
of thelids,in order that the detachable sheet

25 of paper may be inserted therein and to the
means employed for grasping or locking the
inserted sheet therein. It will be more fully
understood by reference to the accompanying
drawings and deseription thereof and will

30 be more specifically pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a device embodying my invention.
Fig.2is an enlarged longitudinal vertical sec-

35 tional view taken upon line 2 2 of Fig. 1,
showing the lids closed together and grasping
the sheet of paper.
showing the lids open for the removal of the
sheet of paper. Fig. 4 is a transverse verti-

4o cal sectional view, also enlarged, taken upon
line 4 4 of Fig. 2, looking in the direction in-
dicated by the arrows. Fig. 5 is a perspec-
tive view of the guide-plate, and Fig. 6 is a
perspective view of the clamping-spring.

45 In the drawings,let A represent thetoplid
and A’ the bottom lid, each covered by a suit-
able covering @ a’—such as canvas—in the
usual manner.

B B’ are boards or back ribs relatively nar-

5o row and each having a length equal to the
width of the boards orlids A A’. The canvas

Fig. 3 is a similar view.

covering a extends rearwardlyand also em-
bracesorcovers the back board or rib B, and is
soarrangedastoleaveaslack portiona®thereof
between the adjacent margins of the lid A 55
and board B, which slack portion ¢* consti-
tutes a hinge. The cover ¢’ extends over the
board B’ in a similar manner to form the
hinge a®. The rear portions of the adjacent
faces of the boards B B’ are beveled or cut 6o
away at an angle, as shown at b b’ for the
purpose hereinafter set forth. HEachboard B
B’ is provided with two or more holes or open-
ings B*therethrough, each of which may,if de-
sned be suitably protected or shielded by a 65
metal thimble b3  The boards B and B’ are
secured together by meansof pins B inserted
through the said holes b3 which latter are ta-
pered, preferably at their adjacent ends, for
the purpose hereinafter set forth. 70
C C are guide-plates, of which there are
two, one secured upon the outside orback of
each board B B’. Each plate C is upturned
at three of - its margins or edges to form
flanges ¢ ¢’. 75
D is a metal clamp composed of a piece of
spring metal, preferably steel, comprising
body portions or ends d’ and intermediate
curved portions.d, connecting the same, and
bent to form a convenient handle, as well as 8o
to give the requisite spring to the said ends
d’. The forward margins of the ends d’ are
turned to form flanges d? for all or a portion
of their length, whereby an engagement of
the said spring D may be had with the two 85
plates C, as clearly shown in Figs. 2, 3, and
4. The spring-pressure of the clamp D holds
the flanged margins d? of the body or end por-
tions d’ of the clamp against the guide-plates
C C, on the surface of which they bear and go
may slide,and the length of said body or end -
pieces is such that they fit between the end
flanges ¢ of the plates C, against which the
ends d? of the turued-in margins d? abut, so
as to guide the clamp D laterally in its move- g5
ments over said plates C. Theturned-in por-

tions or flanges d? engage the rear turned-up
portions or-flanges ¢’ of the plates C, which
latter form stops whereby the said clamp D
is-prevented from being drawn entirely off or
clear of the plates C.

The operation of my device is as follows:
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The parts being positioned as shown in Fig.
2 and it being desired to open the lids A A’
and insert a sheet of paper therein, the oper-
ator will grasp one of said lids A A’ with one
hand and will grasp thesliding clamp D, pref-
erably at d, with the other hand, and by ex-
erting a slight force will move or slide the
clamp D upon the two guide-plates C into the
position shown in Fig. 3. In this position it
will be observed that the pressure of the ends
d’ of the clamp D will cause the rear portions
I3 B’ of the backs to assume the position
shown in Fig. 8, whereby the beveled surfaces
b b’ are brought into contact with each other,
thus separating the forward or clamping sur-
faces b* of the said backs B B’. One or a
plurality of sheets of paper, as E, may now be
moved into the space between the separated
clamping-surfaces b* of the backs BB/, where-
upon the sliding clamp D will be moved for-
ward toward its original position, as shown
in Fig.2. Assoon as the forward ends of the
said clamp D pass forward of the line of the
pins B? the spring-pressure of said ends will
cause the two clamping-surfaces b* of the
backs B B’ to approach each other and finally
to be pressed together, securely clamping or
grasping the sheet E.

I find it exceedingly convenient to use one
or both of the plates Cin order to prevent ex-
cessive wear upon the outside of the backs B
BB’, caused by the constant sliding of the
clamp Dbackward and forward over thesame,
I also find it convenient to use the turned-up
edgesc’ of said plates Casstops in connection
with the inturned margins d? of the clamp D,
inasmuch as by this means the clamp D will
be normally held or secured to the holderand
not easily become lost. These stops may,
however, be otherwise formed than by turn-
ing the whole or portions of the rear edges of
the plates C, although this mode of forming
them is a cheap, simple, and efficient one.
It is, moreover, obvious that the plates C may
be entirely dispensed with,although I deem,
their employment advantageous for the rea-
sons above given, and when used they may be
modified by cutting away a portion of the
whole of the central part, as indicated in
dotted lines in Fig. 5.

The pins B? serve to prevent displacement L
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of the backs B B’ relatively to each other,
while the tapering of the holes b* which re-
ceive these pins permits free play of the backs
under the pressure of the clamp D.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a holder, the backs having a portion
of their inner adjacent faces beveled along
their rear portions, in combination with a
spring-clamp bearing on the outer faces of
the backs and movable transversely thereon,
substantially as deseribed.

2. In a holder, the backs provided with en-
larged apertures and having their inner ad-
jacent faces beveled along their rear portions,
in combination with pins located in said ap-

.ertures, and a spring-clamp bearing on the

outer faces of the backs and movable trans-
versely, substantially as described.

3. In a holder, the backs provided on their
outer faces with guide-plates and having a
portion of their inner adjacent faces beveled
along their rearportions,in combination with
a spring-clamp bearing on said guides and
movable transversely with relation to the
backs, substantially as described.

4. In a holder, the backs provided on their
outer faces with guide-plates having stops,

- said backs having their inner adjacent faces

beveled along their rear portions, in combi-
nation with a spring-clamp bearing on said
guide-plates, movable transversely of the
backs and adapted to engage the stops at its
outward limit of motion, substantially as de-
sceribed.

:. 5. In a holder, the combination, with the

backs having their inner adjacent faces bev-
eled along their rear portions, of guide-plates
C, secured on the outer facesof the backs and

‘provided with lateral guide-flanges cand rear

stop-flanges ¢/, and a spring-clamp having

"marginal flanges d? to fit between the guide-

flanges ¢ and engage the stop-flanges ¢’, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signaturein presence
of two witnesses. ’

JOHAN ALBERT THUGE.

Witnesses: :
TAYLOR E. BROWN,
IRVINE MILLER.
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