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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josern Borro, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan, in the county and State of New Yorlk,
have invented a new and Tmproved Safety-
Envelop, of which the following is a full,
clear, and. exact deseription. ’

This invention relates to stationery and
has particular reference to envelops or other
analogous wrappers for letters or the like.

Among the objects of the invention is pri-
marily to provide an envelop of such a nature

* that 1t is practically smpossible for it to be
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surreptitiously opened without detection.
By the term “cnvelop™ as used hereinafter,
for the salke of simplicily of description, 1

“wish to be understood as covering any analo-

gous wrapper for mailing or like purposes.
Another objeet of the invention 1s to pro-
vide an improved form of envelop which
will automatically hold the contents of the
letter spaced from the line along which an
ordinary letter-opening machine operates,
whereby it 1s practically impossible for said
contents to be damaged while the envelop 1s
being opened.
- With the foregoing and other objects n
view, the invention consists in the arrange-
ment and combination of parts hercinafter
described and claimed, and while the in-
vention is not restricted ‘to the exact details
of construction disclosed herein, still for the

purpose of illustrating a practical embodi-

ment thereof reference is had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which. the reference
characters designate the same parts in the
several views, and 1 which—

Tigure 1 is a rear elevation of an envelop
made in accordance with this invention, the
stme being shown as in position to receive
the letter; Fig. 2 1s a vertical transverse sec-
tion of a letter sealed in this improved en-
velop, the parts being in the position they
would occupy with the sealing flap drawn
forwardly toward the observer in Tig. 1, and
the section being so taken as to look toward
the left from the line —2; Ifig. 3 is a plan
view of the device shown in Fig. 1, the main
sealiug flap being still open but with the
locking flaps introduced into or toward their
final position within the envelop; and Fig. 4
is a plan view of the blank from which the
envelop is formed. '

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, I show an envelop comprising a

front panel 10, a back panel 11 formed by

‘the conuegtion of the end flaps 12 and bot-

tom panel 13, and a main sealing flap 14.
The genéral design of the envelop formed
as thus far described rmay be variously ar-
ranged, aceqrding to the size or shape of the
envelop, but™Tt will be noted especially from
Tig. 1 that swhen the back panel 11 is formed
by the connéction of the end and bottom
flaps, its upper edge, as indicated at 15, lies
spaced downwardly or inwardly from the
Tolding line 16 or hinge for the sealing flap
14 for a purpose that will appear presently.

In the manufacture of the envelop, all
portions thereof that are intended to be
glued to other portions are punctured or per-
forattd, as indicated at 17, throughout the
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gummed surface. The perforating is indi-

ated in the drawings by parallel dash lines
and the gumming is indicated Ly parallel
full Hines.”’ )

Beginning with the blank, as shown in
Fig. 4, the end flap 12 at the left'is folded
inwardly around 1ts folding line 18, and
then the similar flap 12 at the right is like-
wise folded inwardly around its.folding line
18, and the gum at 19 is then moistenéd or
applied, securing the tip ends of the end
flaps together: The bottom flap 13 is then
folded upward around the line 20 and the
gum is moistened or applied along the edges
21 whereby the flap 13 is secured upon’ the
outer surfaces of the previously folded end
flaps 12, The sealing flap 14 obviously is
left open until the envelop is to be used, but

is provided with gum as usual along the line

or margin 22, ° With all of the gummed or
interlocked portions minutely perforated as
shown and deseribed, it is a practieal physi-
cal impossibility for the envelop to be opened
by the use of an instrument, by steaming, or
otherwise, withont the addressee being ap-
praised of the fact. The perforated paper is
so easily torn that in order to open the en-
velop surreptitiously, sueh opening cannot
be effected and the envelop again sealed
without the fact being shown upon.the en-
velop itself. s
Another feature of improvenient and ad-
vantage is the use of one or more inwardly
turned locking flaps or tongues 23 shown
as being formed integral with' the free
edge of the bottom flap 13. These tofigres
ave shown as two in rumber and arranged

adjacent the free corners of the bottom flap .

138, These tongues arve punctured to pro-
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vide the perforations 17 already described,
and are gummed on the outside or on the
side opposite-from the lines of gum at 21.
See Fig. 3. In the finished envelop, as pre-
pared for the market, or in the condition in
which the letter is introduced thereinto, the
tongues 23 project loosely from their lines
of connection 24 on the outside of the en-
wvelop. When the letter is introduced, these
tongues are folded imardly over the letter,
and the gum on the outer surfaces thereof
being moistened causes the ouater faces of
the tongues to adhere firmly to the inner
face of the front panel 10, as shown in Fig.
2. These tongues, therefore, serve «wo fune-

tions, first, to hold the contents of the let--
tor indicated at C, spaced dowawardly a

material distance, say, one-eighth of an inch
or so below the line 16, so that a letter-open-
ing machine may be operated sately along
said line 16 without any possibility of cut-
ting or damaging the contents of the letter.
The second function of these tongues is to
render it st more improbable that the en-
velop may be opened without authority and
without detection.

Between the locking tongues 23 is formed
a sealing tongue 25 formed as an integral
part of the bottomn flap 13, and for the sake
of economy of material it may be of the
same length as the tfongues. Like the
tongues it is left free during the manufac-
ture of the envelop. It, however, is
gummed as indicated at 26, on its inner face
or upoun the face opposite fram the gummed
faces of the tongues 23. After the letter is
introdueced, as shown at C in Fig. 2, and the
locking tongues are moistened and inserted
into locking position, the final sealing op-
eration is made. This consists in moisten-
ing the gum along the margin 22 along the
main sealing flap 14 and also the gum 26
upon the then-exposed face of the gealing
tongue 25. The’'sealing tongue being in-the
position shown in Fig, 1 will be otlierwise
undisturbed, anid the sealing flap 14 will be
brought down into final ‘position, causing
the sealing tongue to adhere firmly upon the
inner surface of the sealing flap at the spot
indicated at 27 by dotted lines in Tig. 1.
Since the sealing tongue is punctured also
throughout its surface, it will be apparent
that the envelop thus formed and sealed is
positive proof against tampering.

I claim:—

1. In a safety envelop, the combination
of front and rear panels, a sealing flap
formed as an extension of the front panel
and foldable around a folding line over the
onter surface of the rear panel, and means

1,185,773

carried by the rear panel below said fold-
ing line of the sealing flap and gummed to
adhere firmly against the inner surface of
the front panel whereby the contents of the
letter arve held spaced from said 'folding
line.

2. In a safety envelop, the combination
of front and rear panels, a sealing flap ex-
tending from the upper edge of the front
panel and foldable along a line bounding
the upper edge of the front panel, the rear
panel having its upper edge substantially
parallel to but spaced downwardly from
said folding line, and a pair of spaced
tongues formed as integral parts of the rear
panel and projecting from said upper edge
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thereof, said tongues being foldable in- -~

" wardly and downwardly over the contents

of the letter and gummed to adhere firmly
to the inner surface of the front panel
whereby said contents are held downwardly
spaced from the folding line of the sealing
flap. _ .

3p. In a safety envelop, the combination
of front and rear panels, a sealing flap fold-
able from the front panel over the outer sur-
face of the rear panel, a locking tongue
formed as an integral part of the rear panel
and foldable thence inwardly over the con-
tents of the letter and gummed to stick
firmly against the inner surface of the front

“panel, and a sealing tongue formed as an-
9 o P

other integral part of the rear panel and
gummed to adhere {irmly against the inner
surface at the central part of the sealing
flap when the latter is brought into sealing
position.

4. In a safety envelop, the combination of
a front panel, end flaps foldable over the
front panel and overlapping each other, a
rear panel foldable over the end flaps and
gummed on the outside thereof, a pair of
spaced locking tongues formed as integral
parts of the rear panel and foldable thence
inwardly over the contents of the letter and
gummed to stick firmly against the inner
surface of the front panel, a sealing tongue
formed as another integral part of the rear
panel between the locking tongues aforesaid
and foldable outwardly to lie against the
outer face of the rear panel, and a sealing
flap carried by the front panel and foldable
over the sealing tongue aforesaid and rear
faces of the end flaps and rear panel, said
sealing tongue being gummed to adhere to
the inner face of the sealing flap.

JOSEPH  BORRO.
Witnesses:
BARTHOLOMEW SBARBORO,
Micuarr Barrerro.
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