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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Oriver M. Burrox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of
Tllinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mattresses, of which
the followine is a specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in mattresses, and the
object of my invention is to provide a mat-
tress with a device whereby its interior may
be examined by an intending purchaser and
also by means of which the interior may be
ventilated. ‘

With these and other objects in view my
invention consists in certain constructions,
combinations and arrangements of parts, the
preferied form of which will be first de-
scribed in connection with the accompany-
ing drawing.

Referring to the ‘drawing in which like
parts are cesignated by the same reference
numeral wherever it occurs: Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a mattress provided
with the preferred embodiment of my in-
vention; ¥ig. 2 is a side view of a portion
of a mattress showing on a larger scale my
invention, and Fig. 8 is a sect:on taken on
line 2—2 of Fig. 2.

4 designates the tick or casing of a inat-
tress of any ordinary or desired form, and
5 designates the filling of the mattress which
may be of any ordinary or desired material.

Cut in the side of the tick are one or
more openings, one being illustrated which,
as shown, is rectangular but it is to be un-
derstood that it may be of any other shape
found desirable. Covering this opening is
a flexible plate 7 formed of a sheet of cellu-
loid or other suitable material. Throngh
the plate 7 is provided the central opening
8, preferably circular, though it may be
of any other shape desired. The plate 7
is secnred in position over the opening 6 by
means of the row of stitching 9, the plate
heing stitched to the outside of the mattress,
so as to cover the edges of the opening 6.

Tn order to keep the opening 8 normally
closed T provide a flexible closure or shutter
10, preferably formed of celluloid, and
preferably provided with a plurality of per-
forations 11 therein, the shutter being piv-
oted to the inner face of the plate 7 by a
rivet 12 passing through an extension 13

of the shutter and the plate 7 adjacent to
the opening 8 in the latter.

When a mattress provided with one or
more of my devices is shown to a prospec-
tive customer, a pin or other sharp instru-
ment is inserted 1 one of the openings 11
in the shutter and the shutter turned to
one side, thus disclosing the filling of the
mattress to the customer. In addition the
.user of such a mattress may, from time to
time, open the shutter and examine the fill-
ing to determine, for instance, when the
mattress should he-made over or refilled.
In addition the perforations in the shutter
give ventilation to the interior of the
mattress. ‘

1 realize that considerable variation is pos-
sible in the details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts without departing from
the spirit of my invention, and I therefore
do not intend to limit myself to the specific
form shown and described except as re-
quired by the scope of the appended claims.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. A mattress provided with an opening
in its tick, a plate covering the opening, the
plate being provided with an opening there-
in, and a shutter pivoted to the inner sur-
face of the plate and adapted to close the
opening in the plate.

9. A mattress provided with an opening
in its tick, a flexible plate covering the open-
ing, the plate being provided with an open-
ing therein, and a flexible shutter pivoted to
the inner surface and adapted to close the
opening in the plate.

3. A mattress provided with an opening
in the side of its tick, a flexible celluloid
plate stitched to the outer surface of the
tick and covering the opening therein, said
plate being also provided with an opening,
and a flexible celluloid shutter pivoted to
the inner surface of the plate and adapted
to cover the opening therein, said shutter
being provided with a plurality of per-
forations therein.

Tn testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

OLIVER M. BURTON.

Witnesses:
Arserr W. SEEGERT,
Cias. F. Prarce.
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