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IMPROVEMENT IN MUD-BATHS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 172,073, dated J anuary 11, 1876 ; application filed -
October 4, 1875, )

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY JOSEPH BANG,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Mud - Baths, which improvement is fully
set forth in the following specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
in which—

Tigure 1 represents a vertical section of a
bathing-tub which I use in carrying out my
invention. ~ Fig. 2 is a plan or top view of the
same. '

This invention relates to an improved mud-
bathing apparatus; and consists in a tub with
a seat, and with a well for the legs, said tub
being provided with shoulder-straps, and with
knee-straps, for the purpose of preventing
the body and the legs from being raised by
the buoyancy of the mud.

With this bathing-tub is combined a steam-

pipe provided with two branches, for intro-
ducing steam into both compartments of the
tub, so as to produce a uniform temperature
throughout the entire tub.
- The invention further consists in the mode
of heating mud-baths, the same consisting in
steam-jets issuing -into the body of the mnud
during the process of bathing, whereby the
mud is kept at the required temperature, and
is kept sufficiently moist to enable the bather
to remain in the bath without the formation
of scale. .

In the drawing, the letter A designates a
tub, which is provided with a seat, a, that
separates the tub in two compartments, b ¢,
one for the body and the other for the legs.
With this tub is combineil a steam-pipe, B,
having two branches, d e—one for each of the
compartments of the tub. In front of the
seat a is secured a strap, f, which is intended
to be passed over the knees or thighs of the
persoun occupying the tub. The tension of
* this strap is governed by a counter-weight,

(or a spring may be used,) and said strap
serves to keep the legs down in the lower
compartment. or well ¢ with a yielding press-
ure against the buoyancy of the mud which I
_use for bathing purposes. Aecross the top of
the tub are stretched two straps, & k, which
are intended to Le passed over the shoulders
of the person occupying the tub, for the pur-
pose of holding the same down. ‘
The material which I use for bathing pur-

poses is mud heated with steam, the mud being
selected. and heated according to the diseases:
to be treated. '

If a person is afflicted with rheumatism
through the entire -body, the tub A ig used, .
and 1 have employed, with great success, mud
containing sulphate of iron, alumina, and
magnesia; but I do not wish to be confined
to the use of any particular mud.

It only portions of the body, such as a foot,
or a hand, or a finger, are affected, any suita-
ble vessel may be employed for applying my
mud-bath, a steam-pipe being provided for
heating and moistening the mud during the
operation of bathing.

My present experience shows that by the
application. of my steamn-heated mud-bath.
many diseases can be cured for which hereto-.
fore no other remedy could be suggested.

By the introduction of steam, the mud is
not only heated to the required temperature,
but it is also kept moist and in the proper
condition for my purpose. '

-I am aware that mud bas been employed
for the purpose of bathing; but in doing 80
the mud, on coming in contact with the body
of the Dbather, not only cools off, but it also
dries in & few minutes, forming a hard scale
on the skin, producing a contraction of the
skin, whereby the eirculation of the blood is
partially stopped, and the effect of the bath
is destroyed. This defect is remedied by my
invention by jets of moist steam being inject-
ed into the mud during the process of bath-
ing, the mud beiug kept at the required tem-
perature, and it is also kept sufficiently moist
to enable the bather to remain in the bath for
half an hour or more without the formation
of scale on the skin, and the full effect of the
bath is obtained.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The process-of applying a mud-bath by in-
Jjeeting jets of moist steaw into the body of
the mud during the operation of bathing, sub-
stantially as described. )

In testimony that I claim the foregoing T
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 1st
day of October, 1875,

H. J. BANG. [L.s.].
Witnesses:
W. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.



