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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. in order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group [: claim 1 is directed toward an ultrasonic method for removing stains on clothes, comprising: wetting the stamed area of the
clothes with water. '

Group Il: claims 2-10 are directed toward an ultrasonic-device for removing stains on clothes, comprising a housing bifurcated into a top
portion and a base portion. .

The inventions listed as Groups I-1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons.

The special technical features of Group | include wetting the stained area of the clothes with water, applying detergent at the stained
area of the clothes and applying ultrasonic vibrations at the stained area of the clothes at a frequency range of 48 to 52 kHz with
simultaneous application of water (which is not present in Group I1).

The special technical features of Group Il include an ultrasonic-device for removing stains on clothes, comprising a housing bifurcated
into a top portion and a base portion by a stained cloth access slot extending horizontally in the housing, a cloth rest located on the base
portion exposed in the access slot, an ultrasonic homn located in the top portion with the lower end thereof extending into the access slot
and disposed above the cloth rest, the top portion having a water flow passage connected to a water supply at the inlet end thereof
through an electrically operated valve and opening to the cloth rest at the outlet end thereof, a cloth sensor disposed for sensing
presence of cloth in the access slot, a status indicator for indicating the operational status of the ultrasonic device, an ultrasonic
generator capable of generating ultrasonic vibrations in the frequency range of 48 - 52 kHz connected to the ultrasonic horn through an
ultrasonic drive, a controller connected to the uitrasonic generator, cloth sensor, electrically operated valve and status indicator, the
ultrasonic drive being connected to the controller and a AC to DC converter connected to the controller, electrically operated valve,
ultrasonic generator and ultrasonic drive (which is not present in Group ).

The common technical features of Groups I-Il |nc|ude an ultrasonic method for removing stains on clothes, comprlsmg water and
.| ultrasonic vibrations at a frequency range of 48 to 52 kHz.

These common technical features are disclosed by US 2002/0155965 A1 (HORTEL): an ultrasonic method for removing stains on
clothes, comprising water (garment stain removal product and process using water and ultrasound; abstract) and ultrasonic vibrations at
a frequency range of 48 to 52 kHz (see paragraph [0008]).

Because the common technical features are disclosed by HORTEL, the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept. Therefore, Groups -1 lack unity.
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