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This invention relates to electric switches and
more particularly to electric switches enclgosed
within a housing having a movable cover.

_One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an enclosed switch having means for nor-
ally releasably holding the cover closed.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an enclosed switch wherein the cover
cannot e opened while the switch is closed.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an enclosed electrical switch having an
improved form of interlocking mechanism,

Another object of the present inveuntion is to
brovide an enclosed switch wherein the inter-
locking mechanism includes means operative to
move the switch handle to “oft” position.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide in an enclosed switch, latching means
for releasably holding the cover to the enclosure
and means operative on the latching means to
prevent movement, thereof, the latter means at
the same time being operative to lock the operat-
ing handle in its “off” position.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an enclosed switch having meansg thereon
adapted to support a padlock at a plurality of
positions, the padlock when occupying g first
position being effective to maintain the cover
closed while permitting normal operation of the
manual handle, and when mounted at a second
bosition being adapted to lock the "cover closed
and the manual handle in “off” position.

Other' cbjects and features of the invention
will be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art from the specification and appended draw-
ings illustrating certain preferred embodiments
in which: . .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of g switch cab-
inet embodying the improvements of the present
invention. :

Figure 2 is an elevational view of the lower
end of the switch cabinet of Figure 1 and show-
ing the latching means in cover locking posi-
tion. .

Figtre 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line ITI-—IIT of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line IV—IV of Figure 2.

Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
along the line V—V of Figure 4 and showing the
latehing meang which normally releasably main-
tain the cover closed. .

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 2, but show-
ing the latching means moved to unlocking posi-
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tion wherein the cover may ke moved to open
position,

Figure 7 is an end elevational view of the
switch cabinet but showing the end opposite to
that illustrated in Figure 2.

Figure 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line VIII--VIIT of Figure 7.

With reference to the drawings, the invention
comprises a rectangular box-like sheet metal
casing or cabinet { having a cover 2 cooperating
therewith. The cover 2 is of a generally pan
shape and is adapted to embrace the edges of
the casing { and effect a close fit therewith. One
end § of the cover 2 is pressed inwardly as at &
and 7 te project into the cabinet I, as seen in
Figures 7 and 8, and the projections 6§ and 7
are adapted to be fitted into corresponding de-
pressions 8 provided near the top of upper wail
8 of the casing 1. Projections 6 ang 1 fitting into
depressionis 8 prevent the cover 2 from being
removed from the casing | with a rectilinear for-
ward movement but rather the cover 2 must be
rotated fivst about the pivots afforded by the
projections 6 and 7 and their corresponding de-
pressions 8 before the cover 2 can be completely
removed from the casing !. The top surface i
of the cover 2 is provided with a rectangular
opening i2, through which is adapted to extend
an oscillating operating handle {8 of an electric
switch which is not shown since it forms no
part of this invention, but which may be of any
type provided it utilizes an oscillating operating
handle to effect the operation thereof. The op-
erating handle {3 is formed of molded insulating
material and is movable into two predetermined
positions of rest to effect the operation of the
electric switch, and has the outer surface thereof
marked with the indicia “On” and “Off” to in-
dicate whether the contacts of the electric switch
to be controlled are in engaged or disengaged
positions. The top surface of the operating han-
dle 13 is provided with a recess 18 to provide for
ease of manual movement of the handle between
“on” and “off” positions., The handle (3 is so
formed that but one of the indicia will be ex-
posed to view at a time. Movement of the han-
dle 13 counter-clockwise from the position of
Figure 1 will carry the word “Off” out of sight
and will bring the word “On” into view and thus
the condition of the switch is readily apparent.
The operating handle 18 has a projection 14
formed integral therewith and extending from a
surface 15 disposed below the top surface of the
cover 2, and which serves a purpose to be here-
inafter fully described.
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To normally releasably secure the cover 2 to
casing I, there is provided within the cover 2 and
upon the lower end wall {6 thereof, a latching
element 11. The latch 17 includes a cylindrical-
shaped projection 18 which extends into an open-
ing in the cover 2 to provide a pivotal mounting
for the latch i1. A rectangular-shaped portion
18 extends from the face of the cylindrical pro-
jection 8. A releasing member 21 which serves
as an actuator for the lateh 1T is disposed at the
exterior of the cover 2 and upon the lower end
wall 16 thereof. The releasing member 21 is pro-
vided with a rectangular-shaped opening there-
through which is adapted to receive the rectan-
gular-shaped projection 19, which projection 18
effects a support for the actuating member 21.
With this assembly, the actuating member 21
and the latch IT will move as a unit so that ap-
plication of force to the actuating member 21
to move it will effect movement of the latch I7.
A cotter pin 22 is forced through an opening pro-
vided in the rectangular projection 19 and main-
tains the actuating member 21 and the latch 17
in assembled relationship and prevents their ac-
cidentally coming loose. A flanged member 23
is welded to the outside of the lower end wall 6
of cover 2 and spaces the actuating member 21
from the end wall 16 for a purpose to be here-
inafter described. The latch {7 is formed in a
generally hooked shape, being slotted as at 24
and having an ear 25. A pin or keeper 25 is fixed
to wall 27 of casing | near the top edge thereof
and is adapted to be received within the slot 24
of latch 17 and engages with ear 25 to secure the
lower end of the cover 2 to wall 21. The upper
end of the cover 2 is at the same time secured
against movement and to wall 8 of the casing |
by the reception of the projections 6 and 7 within
depressions 8. Moving the actuating member 21
clockwise to effect rotation of the latch 1T to
disengage the ear 25 from the pin 26 will permit
the cover 2 to be readily detached from casing {
for the cover 2 may then be rotated about the
projections 6 and T and removed from the casing
1. A spring 28 is coiled about the cylindrical
portion 18 of latch 17 and has one end 29 thereof
bent about an edge 31 of the latch 17. The oppo-
site end 32 of the spring 28 bears against a slida-
ble member 33 whose use will be explained here~
inafter. Spring 28 exerts its force to continually
bias the latch T and the actuating member 21
carried thereby in a counterclockwise direction,
as viewed in Figures 2 and 6, and movement of
the latch {7 clockwise to disengage the ear 25
from the pin 26 will be made against the bias of
spring 28, so that release of the actuating mem-
ber 21 after actuation allows the spring force to
come into effect to pivot both the actuating mem-
ber 21 and latch {7 in a counter-clockwise direc-
tion, The actuating member 21 is provided with
an edge 34 which is engageable with an edge of
a flange 35 extending from the member 23 to
limit the extent of counterclockwise movement
of the actuating member 21 and the latch 17
when the cover 2 has been removed from the
casing I, engagement of latch I7 with pin 26
limits the extent of counter-clockwise movement
9f latch {7 and member 21 when the cover 2 is
in position upon the casing I. A second edge 36
provided on the actuating member 2¢ is engage-
able with a surface 87 of flange 35 when the
actuating member 21 is moved in a clockwise
direction and thus determines the extent of move-
ment of the actuating member 21 and the latch
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{1 in that direction. Ear 25 is beveled as at 38
to provide an inclined surface along which the
pin 26 slides wheh the cover 2 is being placed upon
the casing |. 'Thus, movement of the cover 2
relative to casing | effects a cam action, with the
pin 26 rotating the latch 17 clockwise and against
the bias of spring 28 until the slot 24 is provided
adjacent the pin 26 whereupon the spring 28
exerts its force to pivot the latch 1T counter-
clockwise and to dispose ear 25 beneath pin 26
and thus automatically detachably lock the cover
2 closed. ’

An interlocking means is provided for the cab-
inet which locks the cover closed and maintains
the operating handle in its “off” position for the
interlocking means is adapted to engage and hold
the operating handle and to act upon the cover
releasing means comprising the actuating mem-
ber 21 and the latch 17 to render it inoperative,
and thus effect & situation where the cover 2 can-
not be removed from the casing | without first
disabling the interlocking means. The interlock-
ing means comprises a slidable member 38 which
is carried by the cover 2. An end 29 of the slid-
able member 33 extends through an opening 41 in
the end 16 of cover 2 fo the exterior thereof; the
opposite end 48 is supported within the cover and
lies alongside the edge 42 of opening 12-in cover
2. A member 43 is welded to the interior top sur-
face of cover 2 and has a portion 44 bent there-
from and formed to present g surface spaced from
and parallel to the top of the cover, the interior
end 40 of the slidable member 33 is receivable
within this space and lies upon member 44 which
thus affords a support for the slidable member
33 within the cover 2. End 40 is downwardly bent
as at 45 and is adapted to engage with an edge
46 on support 44 to limit the extent of movement
of slidable member 33 outwardly from the cover
2. The opposite end 39 of the slidable member 33,
which is disposed at the exterior of the cover 2,
is bent upwardly as at 48 to provide a portion
which can be easily.grasped for effecting manual
movement of the slidable member 33 inwardly and
outwardly. Portion 48 is adapted to engage the
outer surface of end wall 16 to limit the extent
of inward movement of slidable member 33. The
opening 41 and the support 44 which support the
ends 39 and 49 of the slidable member 33 are so
located relative to each other that the movements
of the slidable member 33 info and out of the
cover 2 will be substantially rectilinear. To ren-
der the actuating member 21 inoperative, the
slidable member 33 is pulled outwardly so that a
surface 49 thereon is presented above a project-
ing portion 81 exending from the actuating mem-
ber 21. Surface 49 lying in the path of move-

~ ment of actuating member 21 prevents its being
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rotated in a clockwise direction and thus prevents
the rotation of the latching member {7, and the
ear 25 of the latch 17 will remain in engagement
with pin 28 to thereby retain the cover closed.
When the slidakle member 33 is actuated inward-
1y to occupy its innermost position, actuating
member 21 will then be freely actuable for the
slidable member will no longer be in an obstruct-
ing position. Member 23 spaces the actuating
member a sufficient distance from the end wall
I8 of cover 2 that the actuating member 21 can
clear the outer surface of portion 48 of the slid-
able member 33 and thus can freely rotate. A
rectangular piece 52 is secured by welding to the
exterior end 39 of the slidable member 33 and
upon the upper surface 53 thereof, and with the
slidable member 32 in its innermost position the
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blece 52 engages the inner surface of end wall 16
to prevent this member 23 accidentally moving
out of the cover. The end 39 is formed as shown
in Figure 4, to provide a portion 54 which is
spaced from and parallel to the interior top sur-
face of the cover 2. The portion 54 is adapted
to pass through opening 41 in end wall (§ and
the surface 53 thereof normally lies in engage-
ment with the top edge 55 of thig opening 41 due
to the manner in which slidable member 33 is
formed and assembled and due to the bias of
spring 28. The opening 41 is of sufficient width
to allow the ready bassage of the slidable member
33 and of the rectangular piece 52 carried there-
on. If the slidable member 33 were oceupying
- its innermost position within the cover 2 and if
it were desired to pull it out therefrom, it would
be necessary first to press down on the end 39 to
slightly bend or flex the slidable member 23 down-
wardly toward the bottom of the casing 1 to en-
able the piece 52 to clear the upper edge 58 of
opening 4{. After the slidable member 33 hes
been pulled out sufficiently to allow the piece 52
to pass completely through opening 4!, the slid-
able member 33 will move bodily upwardly toward
the plane of the top surface of cover 2, under its
inherent resiliency and under the force exerted
by the spring 28. This movement of the slidable
member 33 upwardly will move the rectangular
biece 52 above the upper edge 55 of opening 41
and then the slidable member 33 cannot be pushed
into the cover 2 again until end 38 is again bent
downwardly sufficiently te allow the top surface
of piece 52 to clear edge 85 of opening 4. The
plece 52 provides a desirable feature in that it
lessens the possibility of accidentally moving the
slidable member 32 into the cover 2 and thus pre-
vents movement of the acuating member 21 at g
time when it should be locked against movement.
The slidable member 83 cannot occupy its outer
position unless the operating handle 13 is in its
lloﬁ”
“on” position and force were applied to the slid-
able member 33 to effect movement thereof, the
downwardly extending piece 45 provided at the
interior end 40 of the slidable member 33 would
engage the projection 14 formed on the handle 23
and thus the projection 14 provides an obstruc-
tion in the vath of movement of the slidable mem-
ber 23, and this obstruction regiains until the
handle 13 is moved to “off” position wherehy the
projection- 14 moveg a sufficient distance that it
no longer blocks exXtension 45 and the slidable
member 33 will freely move to its cuter position.
With the slidable member 23 in its outermost bo-
sition, the rectangular piece 52 will pe disposed
above the opening 41 and adiacent the outer sur-
face of end wall I8, ag described above, so that-if
it were desired to move the handle I3 hack to
“on” position it could not be accomplished because
projection 14 of handle {3 will engage extension
43 and its movement will be halted thereby. FEx-
tension 45 will not he moved by the application of
force on the handle (3 because of the engagement

of piece 52 with end wall 18 which locks the slid--

able member 33 in itg outermost position and
thereby holds the extension 45 in an obstructing
vosition. To effect return movement of the
handle 13 back to “on” position, the slidable mem-
ber 33 must be flexed sufficiently to carry piece 52
below edge 55 of opening 4, whereupon it can be
pushed inwardly to carry extension 45 to a non-
interfering position. Thus, when the slidable
member 233 has been moved into its outermost
position, the actuating member 21 cannot be op-

position, for. if the handle (3 were in its -
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erated to move latch 17 to unlatching position and
the cover 2 will be locked closed, but before the
slidable member 23 can be moved to its outer-
most position the operating handle {3 must oc-
cupy its “off” position and when the slidable mem-
ber 33 is in iis outermost position the operating
handle 13 cannot be moved to “on” position and
will be locked “off.”

It is evident from the arrangement of parts
as described above that the operating handle 13
can be moved from “on” position to “off” posi-
tion without applying manual force directly to the
handle. This can be accomplished through the
slidable member 23. If the handle 13 were in
“on” position and the slidable member 33 were
pulled outwardly, extension 45 thereon would en-
gage projection i4 on handle {3 and would there-
by move the handle i3 to perform a switching
operation.

Means are provided in this invention to prevent
the cover 2 being removed from the casing | while
the operating handle is in “on” position. This
mmeans comprises an L-shaped flange 56 extending
from member 43 welded to the top of cover 2.
Leg 51 of the flange 56 is spaced from the top
of the cover 2 and lies generally parallel thereto.
With the handle 13 in the “on” position, projec-
tion {4 on the handle 13 will lie in the space be-
tween leg 57 and the top of cover 2 and removal
of the cover 2 cannot be had for the projection
{4 will engage leg 57 and thereby obstruct move-
ment of the cover 2 to open position. If the han-
dle I3 were moved to “off” position, projection
{4 would then be moved from between leg 5T and
the top of cover 2 and the cover could then be
removed. This is a desirable safety feature in
that the circuit must be broken before the cover
2 can be removed from the casing {. Thus, the
cover 2 can be held fast to the casing | even
though the slidable member 33 is in its innermost
position and the actuating member 21 is freely
actuable, ‘

As shown in Pigures 1 and 3, the slidable mem-
ber 23, is provided with an opening &8 which,
when the slidable member 33 is in its outer po-
sition, is adapted to receive the shackle of a
standard padlock 58, as shown in Figure 1. With
the slidable member 33 in its outer position, the
operating handle {8 will occupy itg “off” position
and the actuating member 2f and latch 1T are
held inoperative. Insertion of the padlock
shackle into opening 58 will prevent actuation of
the slidable member 33 into the cover 2 and thus
the switch will be positively locked in itg “off”
Position because of the extension 45 engaging
projection 14 and the cover 2 will be positively
locked against opening movement relative to cas-
ing 1 bscause actuating member 21 cannot be
moved until the padlock 8¢ is removed.

A flange B{ extending from the member 23 is
provided with an opening 62 therethrough which
is-also adapted to receive the shackle of a pad-
lock. If a padlock were inserted through opening
62, the actuating member 21 could not be actu-
ated for the shackle of the padlock would obstruet
its movement and since the actuating member 2§
could not be moved, the latch 1T could not he
disengaged from pin 28 and the cover 2 would
be locked to casing {. With this arrangement,
however, the operating handle i3 is not locked
“off” as when a padlock is received by opening 58
in slidable member 83 but rather the operating
handle 13 may be freely operated between its
“on” and “off” positions as long as slidable mem-
ber 383 remains in its Innermost position, '
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While certain preferred embodiments of the in-
vention have been specifically disclosed, it is un-
derstood that the invention is not limited thereto,
as many variations will be readily apparent to
those skilled in the art and the invention is to be
given its broadest possible mterpretatlon within
the terms of the following claims:

What is claimed is:

1. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric switch,
a casing, a cover for said casing, a manually mov-
able handle for effecting operation of said electric
switch and operable from the exterior of the
cover, a plurality of elements provided on the
interior of the cover and the casing and inter-
engageable when the cover is moved to closed
position to latch the cover closed, releasing means
carried by said cover at the exterior thereof and
manually operable to disengage said elements to
permit opening of the cover, means fixedly sup-
ported upon an interior surface of said cover, and
a portion of said manually movable handle being
engageable with said fixed means when said man-
ually movable handle is in the “on” position to
prevent the cover being opened even though the
releasing means is operated to cover disengag:ing
position.

2. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric switch,
a casing, a cover for said casing, a manually mov-
able handle for effecting the operation of said
electric switch and operable from the exterior of
the cover, a plurality of elements provided on the
interior of the cover and the casing and inter-
engageable when the cover is moved to closed
position to latch the cover closed, releasing means
manually operable at the exterior of the cabinet
to disengage said elements to permit opening of
the cover, a padlock, and means provided on said
cabinet whereby said padlock may be supported
at a plurality of predetermined positions, said
padlock when mounted at a first position being
effective to maintain the cover closed while per-
mitting normal operation of said manually mov-
able handle, and when supported at a second-po-
sition being adapted to maintain the cover closed
and the manual handle in “off” position.

3. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric switch,
a casing, a cover for said casing, a manually oper-

able handle for said switch and operable from the "

exterior of said cover, a plurality of separately
mounted means for holding said cover on said
casing, one of said means comprising a member
carried by said cover cooperating with said switch
handle when in the “on” position to hold the
cover closed, and the other comprising interen-
gageable members on the interior of the cover
and casing to releasably hold the cover to the
casing, and a releasing means manually oper-
able from the exterior of the cabinet for disen-
gaging said interengageable members to permit
the cover to be opened.

4, In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switeh, a casing, a cover for said casing, a man-
ually movable handle for effecting operation of
said electric switch and operable from the ex-
terior of the cover, a plurality of elements pro-
vided on the interior of the cover and the casing
and interengageable when the cover is moved
to closed position to latch the cover closed, re-
leasing means carried by said cabinet at the ex-
terior thereof and manually operable to disen-
gage said elements to permit opening of the
cover, means fixedly supported upon an interior
surface of said cover, a portion of said manually
movable handle being engageable with said fixed
means when said manually movable handle is in
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the “on” position to prevent the cover being
opened even though the releasing means is oper-
ated to cover disengaging position, and a mov-
able member supported by said cover and adapt-
ed when said manually movable handle is in
“off” position to prevent movement of said re-
leasing means to thereby retain the cover closed.

5. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a man-
ually movable handle for effecting operation of
said electric switch and operable from the ex-
terior of the cover, a plurality of elements pro-
vided on the interior of the cover and the casing
and interengageable when the cover is moved
to closed position to latch the cover closed, re-
leasing means mounted at the exterior of the
cabinet and manually operable to disengage said
elements to permit opening of the cover, means
fixedly supported upon an interior surface of
said cover, a portion of said manually movable
handle being engageable with said fixed means
when ‘said manually movable handle is in the
“on” position to prevent the cover being opened
even though the releasing means is operable to
cover disengaging position, and a slidable mem-
ber supported by said cover and positionable to
engage said releasing means whereby said re-
leasing means is inoperative to disengage said
latching elements, said slidable member at the
same time adapted to engage with said manually
movable handle to retain it in the “off” position.

6. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a man-
ually movable operating member for said elec-
tric switch and operable from the exterior of
the cover, a plurality of elements on the interior
of the cover and casing interengageable when
the cover is moved to closed position to latch the

" cover in closed position, releasing means sup-
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ported on the cabinet and manually operable to
unlatch said elements to permit opening of the
cover, and a member movably mounted on said
cover and operative to a position to block the
operation of the releasing means to prevent dis-
engagement of said latching elements, a por-
tion of said manually movable operating mem-
ber being engageable with said movably mount-
ed member, and means provided on said movably
mounted member and cooperating with a wall of
said casing to maintain the manually movable
operating member in the position it occupies
when said movably mounted member blocks the.
operation of said releasing means.

7. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a man-
ually movable handle for effecting operation of
said electric switch and operable from the exte-
rior of the cover, a plurality of elements provided
on the interior of the cover and the casing and
interengageable when the cover is moved to
closed position to latch the cover closed, releas-
ing means carried by said cabinet at the exterior
thereof and manually operable to disengage said
elements to permit opening of the cover, means
fixedly mounted on said cover and engageable
with said manually movable handle when in “on”
position to prevent the cover being opened even
though the releasing means is operated to cover
disengaging position, and a member movably

- mounted on said cover and positionable when

said manually movable handle is in “off” posi-
tion to obstruct the operation of the releasing
means to prevent disengagement of said latching
elements, and means provided on said movably
mounted member adapted to become effective
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when said movably mounted member is moved
to obstructing position to retain said manually
movable handle in “off” position,

8. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a man-
ually movable handle for the switch and oper-
able from the exterior of the cover, a latch car-
ried by said cover and on the interior thereof, a
fixed member on said casing automatically en-
gageable with said latch when the cover is moved
into closed position to hold it on the casing, a
releasing member mounted at the exterior of
the cover and actuable to effect disengagement
of said latch from said fixed member to permit
opening of the cover, a member fixedly mounted
to said cover and adjacent said switch handle,
said member having a portion thereof spaced
from the top of the cover ang disposed substan-
tially parallel thereto, a projection on said
switch handle which is receivable within said
space when said switch handle is in “on” posi-
tion to prevent the cover being moved open even
though the releasing means is operable to cover
disengaging position, a slidable member sup-
ported within the cabinet and movable, after
said manually movable handle is in “off” posi-
tion, to a position wherein it blocks the releasing
means to prevent it effecting disengagement of
said latch from said fixed member, and means
provided by said slidable member adapted to be-
come effective when said slidable member is
moved to blocking position to retain said man-
ually movable handle in “off” position.

9. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric switch,
a casing, a cover for said casing, a, manually mov-
able handle for the switch and operable from the
exterior of the cover, a latch carried by said cover
and on the interior thereof, a fixed member on
sald casing automatically engageable with said
latch when the cover is moved into closed position
to hold it on the casing, a releasing member
mounted at the exterior of the cabinet and actu-~
able to effect disengagement of said latch from
said fixed member to permit opening of the cover,
a slidable member supported within the cabinet
and positionable, after said handle has been
moved to “off” position, to obstruct the movement
of sald releasable means to prevent it from effect-
ing disengagement of said latch from said fixed
member, and means carried on said slidable mem-
ber operative when said slidable member occupies
its obstructing position to lock said slidable mem-
ber against movement, said slidable member at
the same time being engageable with said manu-
ally movable handle and thereby being effective
to prevent said manually movable handle being
moved out of “off”” position.

10. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a manu-
ally movable handle for the switch and operable
from the exterior of the cover, a latch carried by
said cover and on the interior thereof, a fixed
member on said casing automatically engageable
with said latch when the cover is moved into
closed position to hold it on the casing, a releas-
ing member mounted at the exterior of the cover
and actuable to effect disengagement of said latch
from said fixed member to permit opening of the
cover, a member fixedly mounted to said cover
and adjacent said switch handle, said member
having a portion thereof spaced from the top of
the cover and disposed substantially parallel
thereto, a projection on said switch handle which
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is receivable within said space when said switch
handle is in “on” position to prevent the cover
being moved open even though the releasing means
is operated to cover disengaged position, a slid-
able member supported by said cover and posi-
tionabie, after said handle has been moved to
oif position, to block the movement of said re-
leasable means to prevent it from effecting dis-
engagement of said latch from said fixed mem-
ber, and a member carried by said slidable mem-
ber and being disposed exteriorly of said casing
when said slidable member is in said blocking
position, and being engageable with 4 wall of said
casing to lock said slidable member against move-
ment, said slidable member at the same time hav-
ing engagement with said manually movable
handle and thereby being effective to prevent said
manually movable handle being moved out of off
position.

11: In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a manu-
ally movable handle for effecting operation of said
electric switch and operable from the exterior of
the cover, a plurality of elements provided on the
interior of the cover and the casing and inter-
engageable when the cover is moved to closed
position to latch the cover closed, releasing means
provided on the cabinet and manually operable
to disengage said elements to bermit opening of
the cover, and movable means separate from said
manually movable handle and carried by said
cabinet and operative on said manually movable
handle to effect movement thereof from one posi-
tion of rest to a second position of rest.

12. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for said casing, a manu-
ally movable handle for effecting operation of said
electric switch and operable from the exterior of
the cover, an interlock for said cover comprising
a plurality of elements provided on the interior
of the cover and the casing and interengageable
when the cover is moved to closed position to
latch the cover closed, releasing means for said
cover interlock and manually operable to disen-
gage said elements to permit opening of the cover,
and movable means carried by said cabinet and
being positionable to block the movement of said
releasing means to prevent movement thereof to
effect disengagement of said elements, said mov-
able means having an operative engagement with
said manually movable handle to effect movement
thereof from one position of rest to a second posi-
tion of rest.

13. In an enclosing cabinet for an electric
switch, a casing, a cover for saig casing, a manu-
ally movable handle for effecting operation of said
electric switch and operable from the exterior of
the cover, an interlock for said cover comprising
a plurality of elements provided on the interior
of the cover and the casing ang interengageable
‘when the cover is moved to closeq bosition to latch
the cover closed, releasing means for said cover
interlock and normally operable to disengage said
elements to permit opening of the cover, and a
slidable member supported by said cabinet, and
being actuable to a position wherein it blocks the
movement of said releasing means to prevent
movement thereof to effect disengagement, of said
elements, said slidable member being engageable
with said manually movable handle to effect move-
ment thereof to off position when it is actuated
to blocking position.
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