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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is an optical fiber preform producing method us-
ing a combustion burner comprising a glass starting material gas jet noz-
zle, a combustion gas port (A) having a plurality of supporting gas jet noz-
zles disposed in the vicinity of the glass starting material gas jet nozzle,
and a combustion gas port (B) including no supporting gas jet nozzle, said
producing method being provided with: a step (o) for maintaining a pilot
light by a combustion gas from the combustion gas port (B) at the time of a
shift from a deposition mode in which glass particles are deposited around
a target member to a non-deposition mode in which the deposition is not
performed, and switching gas to be jetted from the combustion gas port
(A) from the combustion gas to a purge gas while the flow rate of a sup-
porting gas from the supporting gas jet nozzles maintains a given flow rate
or higher; and/or a step (B) for maintaining the pilot light of the combus-
tion burner by the combustion gas from the combustion gas port (B) at the
time of a shitt from the non-deposition mode to the deposition mode, and
switching the gas to be jetted from the combustion gas port (A) from the
purge gas to the combustion gas while the flow rate of the supporting gas
from the supporting gas jet nozzles maintains the given flow rate or higher.
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