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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
LEBBEUS H. ROGERS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

IMPROVEMENT IN LETTER-SHEET ENVELOPES OR DOUBLE POSTAL CARDS, 
N 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 215,776, dated May 27, 1879; application filed 
January 31, 1879. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEBBEUs H. Rog-ERs, 

of New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Letter - Sheet Enve 
lopes or Double Postal Cards, which improve 
ment is fully set forth in the following speci 
fication. 
This invention relates more particularly to 

What are known as combined envelopes and 
letter sheets, or letter - sheet envelopes, and 
Sometimes as double postal cards. 

In this class of articles the message is writ 
ten upon the letter-sheet, which is then folded 
upon itself, and the ends or edges or both are 
sealed, so that the message written is inclosed, 
and the folded sheet itself serves as the enve 
lope. “Double postal card 'is the name ordi 
marily used when it is designed that the re 
ceiver of the message may use a portion of the 
letter-sheet for a return message by tearing it 
off and mailing it back, to the sender. 
To facilitate opening or breaking the seal 

of such an envelope-sheet; it is customary to 
provide lines or rows of perforations. 

Various modes of arranging these perfora 
tions and of making letter-sheet envelopes or 
double postal cards have been heretofore pro 
posed or embodied in the manufactured ar 
ticle. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

duce an article which shall possess certain ad 
vantages over those heretofore known, and in 
which defects now existing in them shall be 
obviated. 
What these defects and advantages are, and 

the manner in which the same are overcome 
-9 Reill, will be set forth below. 

The invention consists in a letter-sheet en 
velope or postal card with one or more seal 
ing-flaps, with a row of perforations on both 
sides of the folding-line, with or without an 
additional row on said line; also, in the utili. 
zation of the detachable opening margins by 
printing return addresses thereon, and in a 
double postal card or letter-sheet envelope of 
special construction and arrangement of parts, 
as hereinafter more fully set forth. 
The following description with reference to 

the accompanying drawings will enable one 
skilled in the art to make and use my inven 
tion. 

Figures 1, 3, 4, and 5 represent open letter 
sheet envelopes or double postal cards made 
in accordance with my invention, and Fig. 2 a 
view closed of the open sheets represented in 
Figs. 1, 3, and 5. 
The same letters refer to like parts on all the figures. 
A represents the upper fold; B, the lower 

fold; C, the flaps attached to one or both of 
aforesaid fold; D, a middle fold, (see Fig. 5;) 
G, M, N, and F, lines of perforations; 11 and 
22, (see Fig. 4.) detachable sealing-borders; 
and at ac, a line of folding. The portions to . 
which gum for sealing is applied are desig 
nated by fine lines. 

Referring to Figure 1, the lower half or fold, 
B, is folded over onto the upper half, A. The . 
entire portion above the line N I call the 
“flap.” 
In order to seal the flap it is folded on the 

line T, which will bring the line M. directly 
over the line N. Mucilage can be placed over 
the entire flap or only on portions of it, pref. 
erably above the line M, at the upper edges. 
The gum applied to the portions between the 
lines M, T, and N, although it may be used for 
sealing the flap, is intended for a different 
purpose, as hereinafter explained. 
When the sheet is sealed, it will appear as 

in Fig. 2, the sides being open. In order, to 
open the sheet that portion above the line M. 
and N, Fig. 2, is severed by aid of the perfo 
rations. 

If it is desired to seal the sides, various 
plans of wings now used can be added, or 
Wings made on the same principle as above 
flap, with the lines of perforations M, T, and 
N, can be used. 

It is not absolutely necessary to have a line 
of perforations at T, as a crease or other kind 
of folding-line will answer; but a line of per 
forations makes a better folding-line for a flat 
surface than any other devised way. 
The lower half or fold, B, can be separated 

from the upper half or fold, A, by a line of 
perforations, G, thus enabling half of the sheet 
to be torn off and used for a return postal card, 
a government one-cent stamp being printed on 
the lower as well as the upper half; but if it 
is desired to not separate the two halves, and 
the receiver wishes to return his answer on 
the same sheet he has received, then I ar 
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range my double card as in Fig. 3, by which 
the fold B has a flap similar to fold A, so that 
when the receiver has torn off the upper flap 
on A to open the communication he finds the 
lower flap safely folded inside the sheet and 
left untouched to seal the return double card. 

If it is desired to have side-sealing borders 
On a sheet of this description last stated 
namely, for a first and a second sealing-I 
construct on each side a double-sealing bor 
der, as in Fig. 4, wherein 11 are the outer 
borders, and 22 are the inner borders, each 
border having its separate line of perforations. 
For the outside borders I place the mucilage 
on the upper fold, and on the inside borders I 
place the mucilage on the lower fold, to pre 
vent both of the gummings from becoming 
moistened at the first dampening for the first 
Sealing; or if the sheet is to be turned, I have 
the mucilage for each sealing on reverse sides. 
When the receiver gets the sheet through 

the mails, he tears off the outside border, (per 
printed instructions thereon,) leaving the in 
side border to be used for sealing and return 
ing the same sheet through the mails. 
More than two borders can be put on, if de 

sired, and in Some cases the flaps can be con 
Structed and used in the same manner as these 
double sides, thus saving the extra paper that 
extends above the line Mon fold A. and below 
the line M on fold B, Fig. 4; or extensions 
may be added to the outside borders, 11, thus 
making the sides to have flaps like the tops 
at C with their three lines of perforations, but 
only extending from Non fold. A to N on fold 
B on both sides, and cut in two on the fold 
ing-line ac, said cuttings extending inward as 
far as the inside line of perforations. In this 
manner the contents of packages through the 
mails can be inspected by the postmaster af. 
ter tearing one sealing, and the remaining 
borders be used by him to reseal the said 
package. 

Fig. 5 is the same as Fig.1, with the excep 
tion that there is an additional or third fold, 
D, which forms the center fold, the fold B be. 
ing used as before for the return postal card. 
It is separated from the upper portion of the 
sheet by the line of perforations G. 
The sheet can be folded in various ways 

such as backward or forward, or Z-shaped. 
An additional fold or folds can be added be 
low, if desired. 

Fig. 5 shows the address side of the sheet. 
To fold it, I reverse the sheet; then fold B 
over onto D; then both these fold together 
over onto A; and then to seal the flap double 
it on line T, as before stated. By this arrange 
ment the return postal card B passes through 
the mails attached to the communication, and 
is received clean and in good order. 
On the center folde?, which, in some cases, 

acts only as a protecting-cover, can be printed 
the business-card of the sender, and can be 
also severed by a line of perforations, the 
Whole sheet thus enabling the sender to for 
Ward his business-card with his communica 

tion, together with an unsoiled return postal 
card, and the whole communication be open 
at the sides, if desired, for ready inspection by 
the postmaster. 

In some cases the inside of fold A only calf 
be written on by the sender, (if it is a govern 
ment stamped sheet.) The inside of fold D, un 
der penalty-notice thereof, being printed on it, 
is left blank by the sender. It, being blank, can 
be used by the receiver for making a memo 
randum of his answer. 

It is evident that the fold B, Fig. 5, may be 
provided with an additional flap and wings in 
the manner as above set forth for the sheets 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The center fold, D, 
may thus be made to protect in the mails the 
message on the return card. 
The margin between M and N, which is nec 

essarily torn off to open the sheet, and is then 
thrown in the waste-basket, can be utilized by 
having printed on the outside in boldtype the 
name and address of the sender, which can 
answer the double purpose of acting while 
passing through the mails as the postmaster's 
return address, and after being received alld 
necessarily torn off to open the sheet, it hav 
ing mucilage or gum on its back, can be easily 
pasted on an answering envelope for its super 
scription. 

Part of the address is seen in Fig. 2, and 
the mucilage or gum upon the back is shown 
between the lines M, N, and T, Fig. 1. 
Although Iregard the above method of car 

rying out my invention as the best, modifica 
tions might be introduced without departure 
from the spirit thereof. 

I do not wish to confine the use of the lines 
of perforations M, T, and N or M and N on a 
flap for this style of postal sheets only, for it 
is obvious it can be used on other ordinary or 
suitable forms of blanks from which a double 
postal card, a letter-sheet and envelope com 
bined, can be made; nor do I confine them 
to a single loose flap of a sheet, as they can 
be used on two or more flaps. 
In an application filed January 30, 1879, I 

have set forth and claimed a letter-sheet ent 
velope having detachable sealing-margins sep 
arated by lines of perforations and a central 
sealing-tongue separated from the flap by a 
slit extending partially across it, or by line of 
perforations. I make no claim therefore to 
such a construction in this application. 
Having thus described my said invention 

and the manner in which the same is or may 
be carried into effect, what I claim, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is- - 

1. A double postal card or letter-sheet en 
velope having a sealing-flap with a row of per 
forations on each side of the line of folding 
said flap for sealing, with or without an addi. 
tional row at said folding line, the said postal 
card or letter-sheet being adapted to be folded 
as set forth, so that in folding for sealing the 
upper edge does not extend beyond the inner 
most of said double or triple row of perfora 
tions, substantially as described. 

  



2. A double postal card or return letter-sheet 
envelope provided with a sealing-flap at each 
end, the said flaps having on each side of the 
line of folding the same for sealing a row of 
perforations, and with or without an additional 
row at said line, the postal card or letter-sheet 
being adapted to be folded as set forth, so that 
in the folded article, with the additional flap 
for return sealing folded upon the innermost 
of its double or triple line of perforations and 
inclosed, the upper edge of the folded sheet 
does not extend beyond the innermost of the 
double or triple row of perforations of the flap 
for the first sealing, substantially as specified. 

3. A double postal card or similar article 
provided with detachable margins printed with 
a return address and coated with mucilage on 
the reverse side, the said margins being adapt 
ed to form the outer edge of the closed article 
and to be detached in opening the same, sub 
stantially as described. 

4. A double postal card or letter-sheet en 
velope with double sealing-borders on both 
sides or ends, each border having its distiuct 
line of perforations, substantially as described. 

5. A double postal card or letter-sheet en 
velope composed of two or more folds with a 
sealing-flap at each end and a double border 
on each side with its distinct line of perfora 
tions, said flaps having lines of perforations on 
both sides of the folding lines, and one or more 
of said folds being separated from the others 
by a severing line of perforations, substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

LEBBEUs H. ROGERs. 
Witnesses: 

J. H. SAXTON, 
W. L. BURNETT, 


