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Continuation of Box Il.1

In the present wording, claims 35 - 38 pertain to a screening method
carried out on the human body. Such subject-matter is considered by this
Authority to be covered by the provisions of Rule 67.1(iv) PCT.
Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with respect to the .
industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these claims (Articie
34(4) (a) (1) PLT).

-

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 35-38 (with respect to 1A); 24-27, 39.46,41

Rule 39.1(v} PCT - Presentation of information

Continuation of Box II.Z2

Claims Nos.: 39-41

Present claims 39 - 41 pertain to compounds (and their uses} that are
defined only by their desired function, contrary to the requirements of
clarity of Article 6 PCT. The functional of definition does not allow to
derive structural motifs esseniial for achjeving the desired activity
and thus does not allow the scope of the ¢laim to he ascertained. The
fact that any compound could be screened does not overcome this
objection, as the skilled person would not have knowledge beforehand as
+o whether it would fall within the scope claimed. Undue experimentation
would be required to screen compounds randomly. In the absence of a
disclosure of actual DA theraputic agents, this non-compliance with the
substantive provisions is to such an extent, that a meaningful seach
could not be carried out for said claims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search repori has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e} PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or.not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

Invention 1: claims 1-41 (all in part)

marker suitable alone or in combination for the diagnosis of
osteoarthritis ("0A"), diagnostic and screening methods
based on its determination, as diagnostic means adapted for
its detection,

y?erein the or the primary marker is apolipoprotein E (fig.

Inventions 2-22: claims 1-41 (all in part)

dito, wherein the or the marker is EZ} complement component
3; (3) is a fibrinogen polypeptide (4) afamin ..., (8) an
orosamucoid,..., (19) an inter-alpha globulin inhibitor
H,..., or (22) B~factor (all markers presented in fig.l)

-

Inventions 23-29: claims 1-41 (all in part)

dito, wherein the marker is (23) apolipoprotein H, (24} is
haptoglobulin, (25) beta -1-microgiobulin, (26) complement
1q, (27) haptoglobulin-related protein, (28) serine protease
inhibitor clade A, meber 3 or (29) Tumican (additional
markers of fig. 25

Inventions 30-34: claims 1-41 {all in part)

dito, wherein the marker is (36) paranoxonase 1, (31) a
keratin, {32) agarecan 1, (33) gelosin or (34) is albumin
(markers presented for the first tim in fig. 3 - 5)

Inventions 35-38: claims 1-41 (all in part)

dito, wherein the marker is (35) compiement component 48,
(36) retinol binding protein, {37) dermicidin or (38}
cystatin A (OA markers additionally presented in fig. 7)
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