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(54) Title: CONVERTIBLE CATH ETER

aligned, a guide wire Mmay be loaded from the distal end of the catheter (10) through the 1
out of the lumen hy a ramp (26) in the lumen (i6) T'he ramp (26) is at the end of

provides enhanced shat rigidity. The catheger May be converted from a "monorail®

moving the slidable sleeve (18) 1o close the aperture and advancing a replacement gui
(16) past the now sealed aperture. A non-circular cross section g used for the lumen (
slidable sleeve (18), thereby maintaining orientalion of the lumen and slidable sleeve
li)mtional flexing during use.
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(57) Abstract

The present invention is a catheter having a guide wire lumen (16) with g slidable sleeve (18). The lumen and sleeve!
have aligned apertures (20). (22), which may be closed by moving the slidable sleeve (18) When the apertures (20), (22) are
umen (16). The guide wire is forced
a removable core member (24), which
lo an "over-the-wire" configuration by
de wire through the guide wire lumen
16), removable core member (24), and
aperture should the catheter undergo!
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