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ROTATABLE COUPLING FOR STEERING 
VACUUM CLEANER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present teachings are directed toward the improved 
maneuverability of upright vacuum cleaners. In particular, 
the disclosure relates to a rotatable coupling for an upright 
vacuum cleaner that allows steering of a vacuum base by 
rotating the coupling. 

BACKGROUND 

A need has been recognized in the vacuum cleaner industry 
for upright model Vacuum cleaners that are easily maneuver 
able around objects which typically occupy the areas being 
cleaned. The prior art is replete with upright vacuum cleaners 
having L-shaped nozzles which assistan operator in cleaning 
around objects such as chair legs. The prior art does not, 
however, exemplify upright vacuum cleaners with easy to 
operate steering mechanisms which facilitate the operators 
ability to maneuver the vacuum around any objects. Often, 
prior art steering systems leak and are undesirably heavy. 
Prior art steering systems can sometimes be cost-prohibitive. 
Also, lubricants in prior art steering systems generally need to 
be replaced or they may stop working effectively, Such as 
when the lubricants are exposed to dirty airflows. In prior art 
steering systems, dirt may get in the couplings used to provide 
the steering and may wear the joint out. 

SUMMARY 

According to one embodiment, a steerable vacuum cleaner 
is described. The vacuum comprises: a base; a handle having 
a longitudinal axis and including a conduit; and a rotatable 
coupling pivotally attached between the base and the handle, 
with the coupling defining an air channel for providing a flow 
of air from the base to the conduit in the handle. The base of 
the vacuum rotates about the longitudinal axis while pushing 
the vacuum by twisting the handle. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling comprises: a 
compressible strip disposed on the outer surface of the inner 
conduit, wherein the strip is disposed on the inner conduit, an 
outer conduit adapted to snugly fit over the strip and the first 
conduit, and a non-reactive lubricant disposed on the outer 
Surface of the inner conduitadjacent the strip. In the coupling, 
the outer conduit is rotatable about the inner conduit and an 
interference fit is formed between the inner conduit and the 
outer conduit. 

In some embodiments, the handle conveys an airflow gen 
erated in the vacuum cleaner base. 

In some embodiments, the vacuum comprises a rotatable 
volute disposed at a distal end of a conduit selected from 
either the inner or outer conduit, wherein a longitudinal axis 
of the conduit traverses through a conduit center that does not 
traverse a center of the volute and a rotation of the volute 
allows the conduit to pivot about a volute center. 

In some embodiments, the handle is pivoted about the base 
by raising or lowering the handle. 

In some embodiments, the handle is locked in an upright 
position by centering the handle and raising the handle to 
engage a lock. 

In some embodiments, the handle is unlocked from an 
upright position by placing a foot on the base and lowering the 
handle to disengage a lock. 

According to various embodiments, a method to steer a 
vacuum cleaner is described. The method comprises: provid 
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2 
ing a base; providing a vacuum cleaner handle having alon 
gitudinal axis and including a conduit; pivotally attaching a 
rotatable coupling between the base and the handle, with the 
coupling defining an air channel for providing a flow of air 
from the base to the conduit in the handle. The base of the 
vacuum rotates about the longitudinal axis while pushing the 
vacuum by twisting the handle. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling comprises: a 
compressible strip disposed on the outer surface of the inner 
conduit, wherein the strip is disposed on the inner conduit, an 
outer conduit adapted to snugly fit over the strip and the first 
conduit, and a non-reactive lubricant disposed on the outer 
Surface of the inner conduitadjacent the strip. In the coupling, 
the outer conduit is rotatable about the inner conduit and an 
interference fit is formed between the inner conduit and the 
outer conduit. 

In some embodiments, the handle conveys an airflow gen 
erated in the vacuum cleaner base. 

In some embodiments, the method further comprises pro 
viding a rotatable volute disposed at a distal end of a conduit 
selected from either the inner or outer conduit, wherein a 
longitudinal axis of the conduit traversing through a conduit 
center does not traversea center of the volute and a rotation of 
the volute allows the conduit to pivot about a volute center. 

In some embodiments, the method further comprises piv 
oting the handle about the base by raising or lowering the 
handle. 

In some embodiments, the method further comprises lock 
ing the handle by centering the handle and raising the handle 
to engage a lock. 

In some embodiments, the method further comprises 
unlocking the handle by placing a foot on the base and low 
ering the handle to disengage a lock. 

According to various embodiments, a rotatable coupling 
for conveying an airflow is described. The rotatable coupling 
comprises: an inner conduit having an outer Surface; a com 
pressible strip disposed on the outer surface of the inner 
conduit, wherein the strip is disposed the outer surface of the 
inner conduit; an outer conduit adapted to Snugly fit over the 
strip and the first conduit; and a non-reactive high-viscosity 
lubricant disposed on the outer surface of the inner conduit 
adjacent the strip. The outer conduit of the coupling is rotat 
able about the inner conduit and an interference fit is formed 
between the inner conduit and the outer conduit. 

In some embodiments, the non-reactive lubricant and the 
strip form the interference fit. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 
prises a bearing Surface disposed in the outer conduit and a 
bearing detent complementing the bearing Surface disposed 
in the inner conduit. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 
prises a bearing Surface disposed in the inner conduit and a 
bearing detent complementing the bearing Surface disposed 
in the outer conduit. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 
prises a handle including the coupling wherein the steerable 
handle is pivotally connected to a vacuum base. 

In some embodiments, the inner conduit is pivotally con 
nected to a vacuum base. 

In Some embodiments, the outer conduit includes a dog-leg 
turn. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 
prises a volute disposed at a distal end of a conduit selected 
from either the inner or outer conduit. A longitudinal axis of 
the conduit can traverse through a conduit center does not 
traverse a center of the volute. The volute can be rotatable and 
allow the conduit to pivot about a volute center. 
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In some embodiments, a vacuum with the rotatable cou 
pling comprises an air moving unit to generate the airflow and 
the coupling is disposed on the pressure-side of the air mov 
ing unit. The airflow can be a dirty airflow. The non-reactive 
lubricant can be disposed on the strip. 

In some embodiments, the strip comprises synthetic felt. 
In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 

prises a clamp to restrain a movement of the inner conduit 
with the respect to outer conduit along a longitudinal axis of 
the inner and outer conduits. 

In some embodiments, the inner conduit comprises a first 
longitudinal portion including a groove along the first longi 
tudinal portion’s length, and a second longitudinal portion 
including a tongue along the second longitudinal portion’s 
length. A compression seal can be disposed in the groove 
along the first longitudinal portion’s length. A groove adapted 
to receive the strip can be disposed in the outer surface of the 
inner conduit. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling further com 
prises a pair of detents disposed on the outer Surface of the 
inner conduit proximate the end, and the bearing Surface 
comprises a pair of grooves disposed on the inner Surface of 
the outer conduit and the pair of grooves complement the pair 
of detents. The strip is disposed between the pair of detents. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The same reference number represents the same element 
on all drawings. It should be noted that the drawings are not 
necessarily to Scale. The foregoing and other objects, aspects, 
and advantages are better understood from the following 
detailed description of a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion with reference to the drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a cut away left perspective view of an exemplary 
embodiment of the steering coupling; 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a clamp for a cou 
pling: 

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of an outer conduit; 
FIG. 4A illustrates one embodiment of a handle being 

attached to a coupling; and 
FIG. 4B illustrates one embodiment of a “dirty air model 

upright vacuum cleaner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present teachings provide an upright vacuum cleaner 
having improved steering features. The essential structure of 
the vacuum comprises a handle, body, nozzle base and air 
duct therein. A Swivel joint or steering mechanism at the 
junction of the nozzle base and body comprises a rotatable 
coupling pivotally connected to the main air duct of the 
vacuum. The rotatable coupling causes the nozzle base of the 
vacuum to turn right with a clockwise twist of the vacuum 
handle and turn left with a counter-clockwise twist of the 
vacuum handle. The main air duct is in air flow communica 
tion with a vacuum motor located in the body of the vacuum 
spaced from a distal end of the air duct with respect to the flow 
of air. 

In some embodiments, the rotatable coupling of the present 
teachings can be part of an upright vacuum cleaner in which 
the vacuum motor is located in the air path that contains dirt 
from a cleaning Surface (sometimes referred to as a "dirty-air 
type vacuum). In some embodiments, the mass of the nozzle 
base can be significantly reduced by employing a low weight 
motor. In some embodiments, the mass of a dirtbag and its 
contents can be disposed on a handle of the vacuum cleaner. 
The result can be an upright vacuum with significantly greater 
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4 
maneuverability. With the weight re-distributed away from 
the base and more toward the handle, an operator generally 
need not work as hard to affect the steering features. The 
nozzle base can be much more responsive to the operator and 
achieves more of a turning effect and less of a sliding effect 
during use. 

In some embodiments, by placing the steering mechanism 
mostly outside the nozzle base, a lower profile of base nozzle 
can be achieved. This has various advantages as well. For 
example, the vacuum nozzle may more readily fit under 
objects which are low to the ground, i.e., sofas, ottomans, 
certain tables, etc. 

In some embodiments, by including the volute in the steer 
ing mechanism, the weight of the vacuum base can be 
reduced. By adding more functionality to an existing part of 
the vacuum, i.e., the volute, the number of parts needed to 
provide a steering mechanism can be reduced. This can fur 
ther reduce the weight of the base nozzle or, again, may result 
in a lower base nozzle profile. 
The rotatable coupling of the present teachings is for use 

with low viscosity fluids such as air. In some embodiments, 
the coupling described herein is disposed in a dirty airpath of 
a vacuum. A non-reactive, high-viscosity lubricant may be 
used in conjunction with the rotatable coupling, such as to 
enhance the air- or dust-tight seal of the rotatable coupling. In 
Some applications, if dirt from the air path contacts the lubri 
cant, it may be trapped by Such lubricant. The trapping of the 
dirt extends the life of the coupling. 

In some embodiments, airflows of approximately 70-150 
cubic feet perminute (CFM) through a one (1) inch orifice can 
be communicated through the coupling without causing deg 
radation. In some embodiments, bearing surfaces may be 
configured to yield even higher CFM capacities. For example, 
additional bearings and corresponding bearing Surfaces can 
be provided so that the rotatable couplings are able to with 
stand higher pressures in certain applications. 

FIG. 1 is a cut away left perspective view of an exemplary 
embodiment of steering or rotatable coupling 100. Coupling 
100 comprises an inner conduit 102 and an outer conduit 104 
disposed around inner conduit 102. FIG. 1 only illustrates 
only one half of outer conduit 104. Outer conduit 104 can be 
formed as one piece. In some embodiments, outer conduit 
104 can be formed with two or more pieces, for example, 
outer conduit 300 of FIG. 3. 

Inner conduit 102 can comprise a first detent 140. Outer 
conduit 104 can comprise a bearing surface 106 that comple 
ments first detent 140. Inner conduit 102 can comprise a 
second detent 142. Outer conduit 104 can comprise a second 
bearing Surface (not shown) to complement second detent 
142. The complementary Surfaces, in Some applications, may 
be configured to enhance either the air- or dust-tight seal, or 
contribute to the desired interference fit between inner and 
outer conduits 102, 104 (or both). The diameter of outer 
conduit can vary along its length. For example, a diameter of 
outer conduit 104 proximate bearing surface 106 can be 
smaller than a diameter of outer conduit 104 proximate the 
second bearing Surface. 
A non-reactive lubricant 144 can be disposed on first detent 

140 and/or on second detent 142. In some embodiments, a 
non-reactive lubricant can be disposed on bearing surface 106 
or on the second bearing Surface. A compressible strip 134 
can be disposed on inner conduit 102 in a manner to encircle 
inner conduit 102. Strip 134 can be disposed on an outer 
surface 146 of inner conduit 102. Outer surface can define a 
groove to dispose strip 134 therein. In some embodiments, 
lubricant 144 can moisten compressible strip 134. Inner con 
duit 102 and outer conduit 104 are configured so as to be 
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rotatable relative to each other along their respective central 
axes, such as by rotation indicated by arrows 150. 
A volute 136 can be disposed at an end of inner conduit 

102. Inner conduit 102 can meet volute 136 at an angle 132 
tangential to the circumference. That is, the central axis of 
inner conduit 102 intersects the outer circumference of volute 
136 at a point where the tangent forms an angle other than 
90°. In some embodiments, this angle can be about 150 
degrees. Volute 136 can be rotatable about its central axis, 
such as by rotation indicated by arrows 152. A volute that is 
rotatable about its central axis is described in U.S. Patent No. 
6,442,793, which is incorporated herein in its entirety by 
reference. When a handle 404 (FIG. 4A) is affixed to outer 
conduit 104, the handle pivots due to the rotational ability of 
volute 136 per arrow 152. This pivoting arrangement is one 
way that rotatable coupling 100 may be pivotably attached 
between base 402 (FIG. 4A) and handle 404. The handle can 
be affixed using a thread 154 disposed on outer conduit 104. 
Volute 136 can include a locking ledge 138 to engage a 
locking tab (not shown) in the vacuum base. 
A clamp 110 can be disposed around outer conduit 104. 

Clamp 110 can include a clamp rotational detent 118. Clamp 
rotational detent 118 can accept a locking tab (not shown), for 
example, a male portion disposed on a vacuum base. Clamp 
110 can be fastened about the outer conduit by affixing a 
fastener, for example, a screw (not shown), through a hole 
116. Clamp rotational detent 118 can comprise a bridge 
shaped void formed in clamp 110 near its bottom to accept 
locking tab therein. Clamp 110 can keep outer conduit 104 
from separating from or moving relative to inner conduit 102. 
Such as along longitudinal axis 124. 
A locking ledge 138 can keep the vacuum handle in a 

locked upright position. In some embodiments, the outer 
conduit 104 includes a bag hook 128. In some embodiments, 
a name plate 130 can be disposed about outer conduit 104. 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a clamp 200 for use in 
conjunction with rotatable coupling 100 formed with inner 
conduit 102 and outer conduit 104, as illustrated in FIG. 1. 
Clamp 200 can include a clamp rotational detent 204. Clamp 
rotational detent 204 can accept a locking tab (not shown), for 
example, a male portion disposed on a vacuum base. Clamp 
200 can be fastened about the outer conduit by affixing a 
fastener, for example, a screw, through a hole 206. Clamp 200 
can include grooves 202 in its inner Surface. Clamp grooves 
202 can remove portions of the material forming clamp 200. 
Grooves 202 can render clamp 200 flexible without nega 
tively impacting its strength. 

FIG.3 illustrates one embodiment of the two mating halves 
that comprise an outer conduit 300. In some embodiments, 
outer conduit 300 can be used as outer conduit 104 of FIG.1. 
Outer conduit 300 can beformed using halves 302 and 304. A 
first groove or bearing surface 307 can be disposed in first half 
302. A first groove or bearing surface 306 can be disposed in 
second half304. A second groove or bearing surface 309 can 
be disposed in first half 302. A second groove or bearing 
surface 308 can be disposed in second half 304. Fastening 
holes 320 can be provided in the two halves 302 and 304 to 
secure the two halves together. A bag hook 322 can be dis 
posed on the two halves 302 and 304. First half 302 can 
include an inner surface 328 to be placed adjacent to strip 134 
of FIG.1. Second half304 can include an inner surface 330 to 
be placed adjacent to strip 134 of FIG.1. The two halves 302 
and 304 can include outer surfaces 326 and 324 respectively, 
to receive a clamp (not shown). In some embodiments, the 
clamp can be clamp 200 of FIG. 2. The two halves 302 and 
304 and resulting outer conduit 300 formed thereby can be 
shaped as a dog-leg. First half 302 can include a tongue 316 
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6 
running along its length. Second half 304 can include a 
groove 314 running along its length. Groove 314 can comple 
ment tongue 316. A compression or rope gasket 318 can be 
disposed in groove 314. 
An upright vacuum cleaner 400 is illustrated in FIG. 4A. A 

motor (not shown) and a beater bar (not shown) can be housed 
within base 402. A handle 404 can be attached to coupling 
408 using a locknut 412. Abagassembly 410 can be disposed 
on handle 404. Bag assembly 410 can include an outer bag or 
a housing that includes a disposable bag. Bag assembly 410 
can include an outer bag or housing, and an inner disposable 
bag. When energized, the motor causes air to be drawn from 
beneath base 402 into a volute. The air flow then passes into 
coupling 408 and up into handle. Air flow passes through 
handle 404 ending in bag assembly 410. Locknut 412 can 
twist on to the lock threads 414 disposed on coupling 404. 
The elements and connections have been described above. 

We now describe one possible operation and working coop 
eration of those elements that create a vacuum with improved 
Steering. 
The operator first pivots the vacuum cleaner so that handle 

404 is declined away from its upright position shown in FIG. 
4B. The vacuum cleaner 400 is pushed forward during opera 
tion over the surface to be cleaned. To maneuver the vacuum 
to the right the operator need only “twist' handle 404 to the 
right. This action causes handle 404 and base 402 to rotate in 
a clockwise direction Substantially along their shared longi 
tudinal axis. The clockwise rotation force exerted along 
handle 404 and base 402 the shared longitudinal axis is trans 
lated down to the coupling 408 and applied to volute 136 
shown in FIG.1. Application of rotational or twisting force to 
handle 404 causes handle 404 to rotate relative to base 402 
through coupling 408. Despite this relative rotation, there 
generally is a twisting or turning force transmitted from 
handle 404 to base 402 across coupling 408, which force 
urges base 402 and its noZZle in the corresponding direction 
of the turn, thus “steering the vacuum. The friction or inter 
ference fit of the rotating conduits of coupling 408 thus allows 
for rotational force to be transmitted from handle 402 to base 
404, while the rotation eases maneuverability of base 404. 

It is theorized that coupling 408 provides a break point for 
a shared longitudinal axis of the handle and body. The clock 
wise force along handle 404 and base 402 axis “breaks” the 
shared axis, thereby providing rotation between handle 404 
and base 402. Since coupling 408 transfers the twisting force 
to volute 136 and onto base 402, the base 402 veers to the 
right. Similarly, a counter-clockwise “twist of handle 404 
will cause nozzle base 402 to veer left. The combination of 
continued forward pushing of the vacuum while twisting the 
handle results in nozzle base 402 turning left or right depend 
ing on the direction of the handle twist. The effect is an 
upright style vacuum cleaner with significantly improved 
maneuverability. 

In some embodiments, the compressible strip can comprise 
any of a variety of felt or felt-like or resiliently compressible 
materials. Felt can comprise material made of matted fibers of 
synthetics, wool, or wool and fur, fulled or wrought into a 
compact Substance by rolling and pressure, with lees or size, 
without spinning or weaving. Felt can also comprise materi 
als whose texture has been changed so as to become matted 
and felt-like. In some embodiments, the felt can be moisten 
ing with a non-reactive lubricant. Moistening of the felt or 
compressible material can prevent the strip from getting 
crimped or rolled. 

In some embodiments, the strip can completely encircle the 
inner conduit. The ends of the encircling strip can abut one 
another around with a minimum of clearance between the 
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two. In some embodiments, the strip can be 3/4 of an inch 
wide. In some embodiments, the strip can be 0.5 inches, 0.75 
inches, 1 inch, 1.5 inches, 1.75 inches, or more wide. 
The outer conduit can fit Snugly around the inner conduit. 

For example, a clearance between the outer diameter of the 
inner tube and the inner diameter of the outer tubing can be 
about 0.003 inches or less. In some embodiments, a clearance 
between the outer diameter of the compressible strip disposed 
around the inner tube and the inner diameter of the outer 
tubing can be about 0.003 inches or less. Similarly, clearance 
tolerances of about 0.003 inches or less can be used between 
the bearings and bearing Surfaces of a rotational coupling. 
The tight clearances prevent dust from entering between the 
bearing Surfaces and the bearing, and the compressible strip 
and its bearing Surface in the rotational coupling. 

In some embodiments, the clamp can comprise a semi 
pliable material. For example, the clamp can comprise a 
nylon material that is semi-pliable. 

In some embodiments, a rotatable coupling can be 
assembled. For example, the volute and the inner conduit can 
be molded as a single piece, e.g., from plastic. The volute can 
be disposed around a motor in the base with the inner conduit 
extending out from the base. A compressible strip can be 
placed on the inner conduit. 

Detents on the inner conduit can be lubricated using a 
non-reactive lubricant, such as, Teflon. The non-reactive 
lubricant can be a high-viscosity lubricant. In some embodi 
ments, the lubricant can provide constant lubrication proper 
ties and Viscosity over a wide temperature range. In some 
embodiments, the lubricant can comprise Teflon. In some 
embodiments, Magna lube G from Sauder Industries of Long 
Island, N.Y. can be used. Two complementary halves can be 
fastened in place around the inner conduit. The halves 
together form the outer conduit. A clamp than can be placed 
over the lower half of the outer conduit and fastened in place. 
Lastly, the handle can be fastened to the outer conduit using a 
lock nut. 
The various embodiments described above are provided by 

way of illustration only and should not be constructed to limit 
the invention. Those skilled in the art will readily recognize 
the various modifications and changes which may be made to 
the present invention without strictly following the exemplary 
embodiments illustrated and described herein, and without 
departing from the true spirit and scope of the present inven 
tion, which is set forth in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A steerable vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a base; 
a handlehaving alongitudinal axis and including a conduit; 

and 
a rotatable coupling pivotally attached between the base 

and the handle, with the coupling defining an air channel 
for providing a flow of air from the base to the conduit in 
the handle, 

wherein the base rotates about the longitudinal axis while 
pushing the vacuum by 

twisting the handle, wherein the rotatable coupling com 
prises: 

a compressible strip disposed on an outer Surface of an 
inner conduit, wherein the Strip encircles the inner con 
duit, 

an outer conduit adapted to Snugly fit over the strip and the 
inner conduit. 

2. The vacuum cleaner of claim 1, wherein the handle 
conveys an airflow generated in the vacuum cleaner base. 

3. The vacuum cleaner of claim 1, wherein the handle is 
pivoted about the base by raising or lowering the handle. 
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4. The vacuum cleaner of claim 1, wherein the handle is 

locked in an upright position by centering the handle and 
raising the handle to engage a lock. 

5. The vacuum cleaner of claim 1, wherein the handle is 
unlocked from an upright position by placing a foot on the 
base and lowering the handle to disengage a lock. 

6. A steerable vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a base; 
a handlehaving alongitudinal axis and including a conduit; 
a rotatable coupling pivotally attached between the base 

and the handle, with the coupling defining an air channel 
for providing a flow of air from the base to the conduit in 
the handle, wherein the rotatable coupling comprises: 
a compressible strip disposed on an outer Surface of an 

inner conduit, wherein the strip encircles the inner 
conduit, 

an outer conduit adapted to Snugly fit over the strip and 
the inner conduit, and 

a non-reactive lubricant disposed on the outer Surface of 
the inner conduit adjacent the strip, wherein the outer 
conduit is rotatable about the inner conduit and an 
interference fit is formed between the inner conduit 
and the outer conduit, 

wherein the base rotates about the longitudinal axis while 
pushing the vacuum by twisting the handle. 

7. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the non-reactive 
lubricant and the strip form an interference fit. 

8. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
bearing Surface disposed in the outer conduit and a bearing 
detent complementing the bearing Surface disposed in the 
inner conduit. 

9. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
bearing Surface disposed in the inner conduit and a bearing 
detent complementing the bearing Surface disposed in the 
outer conduit. 

10. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the inner 
conduit is pivotally connected to a vacuum base. 

11. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
handle including the coupling wherein the steerable handle is 
pivotally connected to a vacuum base. 

12. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the outer 
conduit includes a dog-leg turn. 

13. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
volute disposed at a distal end of a conduit selected from 
either the inner or outer conduit. 

14. The vacuum cleaner of claim 13, wherein alongitudinal 
axis of the conduit traversing through a conduit center does 
not traverse a center of the volute. 

15. The vacuum cleaner of claim 13, wherein the volute is 
rotatable and allows the conduit to pivot about a volute center. 

16. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising an 
air moving unit to generate the airflow and the coupling is 
disposed on the pressure-side of the air moving unit. 

17. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the airflow 
comprises a dirty airflow. 

18. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the non-reac 
tive lubricant is disposed on the strip. 

19. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the strip com 
prises synthetic felt. 

20. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
clamp to restrain a movement of the inner conduit with the 
respect to outer conduit along a longitudinal axis of the inner 
and outer conduits. 

21. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, wherein the inner 
conduit comprises a first longitudinal portion including a 
groove along the first longitudinal portion’s length, and a 
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second longitudinal portion including a tongue along the 
second longitudinal portion’s length. 

22. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
compression seal disposed in the groove along the first lon 
gitudinal portion’s length. 

23. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising a 
groove disposed in the outer Surface of the inner conduit, 
which is adapted to receive the strip. 

24. The vacuum cleaner of claim 6, further comprising: 
a pair of detents disposed on the outer surface of the inner 

conduit proximate the end, 
wherein the bearing Surface comprises a pair of grooves 

disposed on the inner surface of the outer conduit and the 
pair of grooves complements the pair of detents. 

25. The vacuum cleaner of claim 24, wherein the strip is 
disposed between the pair of detents. 

26. A steerable vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a base; 
a handlehaving alongitudinal axis and including a conduit; 
a rotatable coupling pivotally attached between the base 

and the handle, with the coupling defining an air channel 
for providing a flow of air from the base to the conduit in 
the handle; and 

a rotatable volute disposed at a distal end of the conduit, 
wherein a longitudinal axis of the conduit traverses 
through a conduit center that does not traverse a center of 
the volute and a rotation of the volute allows the conduit 
to pivot about a volute center; 

wherein the base rotates about the longitudinal axis while 
pushing the vacuum by twisting the handle. 

27. A method to steer a vacuum cleaner comprising: 
providing a base; 
providing a vacuum cleaner handle having a longitudinal 

axis and including an conduit; and 
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pivotally attaching a rotatable coupling between the base 

and the handle, with the coupling defining an air channel 
for providing a flow of air from the base to the conduit in 
the handle, wherein the rotatable coupling comprises: 
a compressible strip disposed on an outer Surface of an 

inner conduit, wherein the strip encircles the inner 
conduit, 

an outer conduit adapted to Snugly fit over the strip and 
the inner conduit, 

wherein the base rotates about the longitudinal axis while 
pushing the vacuum by twisting the handle. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the rotatable coupling 
further comprises: 

a non-reactive lubricant disposed on the outer Surface of 
the inner conduit adjacent the strip, wherein the outer 
conduit is rotatable about the inner conduit and an inter 
ference fit is formed between the inner conduit and the 
outer conduit. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the handle conveys an 
airflow generated in the vacuum cleaner base. 

30. The method of claim 27, further comprising providing 
a rotatable volute disposed at a distal end of the conduit, 
wherein a longitudinal axis of the conduit traversing through 
a conduit center does not traverse a center of the volute and a 
rotation of the volute allows the conduit to pivot about a 
volute center. 

31. The method of claim 27, further comprising pivoting 
the handle about the base by raising or lowering the handle. 

32. The method of claim 27, further comprising locking the 
handle by centering the handle and raising the handle to 
engage a lock. 

33. The method of claim 27, further comprising unlocking 
the handle by placing a foot on the base and lowering the 
handle to disengage a lock. 
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