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To all whom z,t may concern:

Be it known that I, HErRMany HaUSSMANN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tlli-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Tenpins, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact spemﬁcatlon

My 1nvent1on relates to all classes of ping
employed in the game known as bowhncr”
and usually called ‘tenpins;” and the inven-
tion hags for its primary objects to provide im-
proved means whereby the pin in being set
up must be placed directly in the eenter of the
spot, and thus preclude the possibility of a
player’s skill being defeated either through
the carelessness or design of the party setting

up the pins in placmw one or more of the pins-

off center.

‘With these ends in view my mventmn con-
sists in certain features of novelty in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts by which the said objects and - certain
other objects hereinafter appearing are at-
tained, all as fully described with reference to

the accompanying drawings, and more par--

ticularly pointed out in the claim.

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical
sectional view of the tenpin provided with my
improvements, and Fig. 2 is a cross-section
thereof on the line 2 2, Fig. 1.

The body 1 of the pin may be of the usual
or any suitable construction, ordinarily com-
posed of wood, but provided in its lower end
with a socket orrecess 2, in which is arranged
o centering-point 3, protruding from the lower
end of the pin and adapted to enter a cavity
4, which may be formed in the floor of the
alley directly in the center of the pin-spot, so
that when the pin is properly spotted or cen-
tered it will stand squarely on the alley, as
usual; but should it be off center the point 8
will either hold it an inclination, so that the
fact that it is off center will be discernible

from the other end of the alley, or it will
tip the pin to such a degree of inclination as
to destroy its equlhbrlum and prevent it from
standing upright at all until the point is prop-
erly centered in one of the cavities 4. Inor-
der, however, that the point 3 may not pro-
duce indentations in the balls or otherwise in-
jurethem, it is cushioned, so that should it be
struck by a ball it will recede or yield with-
out producing any material abrasion. Vari-
ous constructions might be resorted to for ac-
complishing this result.

In the example of my inventionshown in the
drawings the point 3 is provided with a hol-

‘low stem 5, in which is seated a spiral spring
‘6, whoseupper end bearsunder anut’f, which

is'screwed into a sleeve 8, threaded in cavity

2 or otherwise secured therein, the sleeve be-

ing provided with an internal shoulder 9, upon

‘which rests an external shoulder 10 on the

stem 5, whereby the downward movement of

- the point 3 is limited, while its upward or in-

ward movement is permitted to a sufficientex-

tent to enable it to recede when struck by a .

ball, the spring, however, being of sufficient
tension to prevent any material amount of com-
pression by the mere weight of the pin. This
tension may be regulated by the nut 7.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— . .

The combination of a tenpin having a socket

‘in the bottom thereof, a sleeve secured in said

socket and having a shoulder, a hollow pro-
jection protruding from said sleeve and hav-
ing a shoulder resting on said first shoulder,
a spring bearing in said projection and a nut
threaded in said sleeve and bearing againstsaid
spring, substantially as set forth.
HERMANN HAUSSMANN,
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