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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
STEVEN ZSINKO, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

SINGLE-TRACK RAILWAY. 

1,042,066. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 22, 1912. 
Application filed January 29, 1912. Serial No. 674,189. 

To all uhom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, STEVEN ZSINKO, a subject of the King of Hungary, having de 

clared my intention of becoming a citizen 
of the United States, residing at Los An 
geles, in the county of Los Angeles and State 
of California, have invented a new and use ful Single-Track Railway, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to means for trans 

porting passenger's or merchandise, being 
particularly adaptable in the form shown 
and described as an annusement device. 
The railway consists of a single track and 

a cal' of particular construction adapted to 
be operated on the track, and one of the 
main objects of my invention is to produce 
a railway of the character described of 
simple form and construction which may 
be operated with a minimum expenditure of propulsion energy. 
Other objects and advantages will ap 

pear hereinafter from the following speci fication. 
Referring to the drawings, which are for 

illustrative purposes only: Figure 1 is a side 
elevation of a track and car thereon em 
bodying a form of my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a sectional view through the track, showing 
the car thereon partially in section. Fig. 
3 is a vertical sectional view on line a-a Fig. 1. 
The track comprises a single rail i sup 

ported on a beam 2 and secured thereto by 
means of spikes 3. The track 1 is provided 
in its upper face with a longitudinal groove 
4 and a longitudinal groove 5 in each side 
face thereof. The beam 2 in the present in 
stance is shown supported on cross ties 6 
which may be embedded in the surface of 
the ground, or if desired may be supported 
on suitable frame-work or structure for the 
purpose of elevating the track, as is com 
monly done in forms of coaster railways. 
The car in the form shown, devised for 

running upon a track of the form herefo 
fore described, is shown as a car adapted 
to cally passengers. The car comprises a 
body 10 provided with suitable seats 11, the 
body 10 being supported on four springs 12, 
the upper ends of which engage in grooves 
formed in pins 13 on brackets 14, which 
brackets 14 are secured to the bottom of the 
car in any suitable manner. The lower end 
of each spring 12 engages in grooves formed 
in pins 15 extending upwardly from a truck 

16. The truck 16 is provided at the for 
fard and rear ends thereof with suitable 

bearings 17 and 18 respectively for the pur 
pose of Supporting axles 19, 19. The for 
Ward axle 19 has mounted thereon a spheri 
cal-shaped wheel 20, and the rear axle 19 
has similarly mounted thereon a spherical 
shaped wheel 21, the wheels 20 and 21 be 
ing adapted to ride in the groove 4 formed 
in the upper face of the track 1. Extend 
ing downwardly at each side of the truck 
16 is a bracket 24 provided at the upper 
and lower ends thereof with suitable bear 
ings 25 and 26 respectively adapted to sup 
port a vertical shaft 27. Each shaft 27 has 
mounted thereon a spherical wheel 28, the 
Wheels 28 each being adapted to engage and 
ride in the grooves 5 formed in each side of the track 1. 
The truck 16 and downwardly extending 

brackets 24 comprise a rigid member adapt 
ed to carry the spherical wheels 20 and 21 
and the wheels 28 at each side of the track 
in such a manner that the truck 16 can not be 
tilted sidewise to any appreciable extent, the 
depressions in the sides of the track 1 being 
of a sufficient depth to permit the spherical 
wheels 28 to extend thereinto a sufficient 
distance to prevent either of the wheels 28 
from riding over the upper edges 30 of the 
track. The car, as above described, may be 
used upon the track in the same manner as 
a roller coaster, in which case the weight 
of the passengers in the car gives the car 
sufficient momentum to carry the car along 
the track. If it is desired, means may be 
employed for driving the car and for this 
purpose I have shown a sprocket-wheel 31 
mounted on the rear shaft 19 of the truck, 
which sprocket-wheel 31 is driven by a chain 
32 which in turn is driven by means of a 
sprocket 33 on a motor shaft 34 of a motor 
35. The motor 35, as shown, may be located 
beneath one of the seats of the car and any 
suitable controller means, as indicated at 36, 
may be provided for the attendant to con 
trol the movement of the car. 
If it is desired, a feed wire 40 may be 

embedded in the upper groove 4 of the track 
adapted to be engaged by the wheels 20 and 
21 in such a manner that the wheels and 
shafts thereof conduct electric energy from 
the feed wire 40 to the truck 16, which truck 
16 may be connected by suitable wires 41 to the motor. 
With a track formed as above described, 
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and a truck with wheels adapted to engage 
the track as above described, it is necessary 
that the truck be placed upon the track at 
the end of the track, the wheels 20 and 21 
entering the groove 4 in the upper face of 
the track and the side wheels 28 entering the 
grooves 5 in each side of the track, after 
which the car can not be removed from the 
track unless the same is removed by running 
the car to the end of the track. 
What i claim is:- 
1. In combination, a single rail having a 

longitudinal groove in its upper face and 
a longitudinal groove in each side face, a 
wheel adapted to engage the groove in the 
upper face of the rail, a wheel at each side 
of said rail adapted to engage the grooves 
in the sides of the rail, and carrying means 
supported by said wheels. 
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2. In combination, a single rail having a 
longitudinal groove in its upper face and a 

s 9. longitudinal groove in each side face thereof, 
a front spherical wheel and a rear spherical 
wheel adapted to engage the groove in the 
upper face of the rail, a spherical wheel at 
each side of said rail, intermediate said 
front and rear wheels, adapted to engage the 
grooves in the sides of the rail, and carry 
ing means supported by said wheels. 

3. In combination, a single rail having a 
longitudinal groove in its upper face and a 

i042,066 

longitudinal groove in each side face thereof, 
a front spherical wheel and a rear spherical 
wheel adapted to engage the groove in the 
upper face of the rail, a spherical wheel at 
each side of Said rail, intermediate said 
front and rear wheels, adapted to engage 
the grooves in the sides of the rail, a truck 
Supported on said wheels, and a car body 
elastically supported on said truck. 

4. In combination, a single rail having a 
longitudinal groove in its upper face and a 
longitudinal groove in each side face thereof, 
a front spherical wheel and a rear spherical 
Wheel adapted to engage the groove in the 
upper face of the rail, a spherical wheel at 
each side of said rail, intermediate said 
front and rear wheels, adapted to engage 
the grooves in the sides of the rail, a truck 
above said wheels and supported thereon in 
fixed relation thereto, a car body above said 
truck, and a plurality of springs between 
Said truck and said car body for elastically 
Supporting said car body on said truck. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand at Los Angeles, California, this 
19th day of January, 1912. 

STEVEN ZSINKO. 
In presence of - 

FRANKL. A. GRAHAM, 
SAMUEL VARADY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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