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(57) Abstract: This method for continuously producing a sheet prepreg obtained by impregnating a carbon fiber mat with
a heat-curable resin composition involves: forming the carbon fiber mat by dropping a fiber starting material containing
a carbon fiber bundle, the bundle length of which is in the range of 5-100mm, inclusive, onto a carrier film while moving
the carrier film in the lengthwise direction thercof; and before dropping onto the carrier film occurs, transporting the
fiber starting material along a belt conveyor which is provided with a rising gradient section and has a conveyor belt, the
transportation surface of which is uneven, so as to reach the output end thereof. Therein, the widthwise direction of the
carrier film and the widthwise direction of the conveyor belt are parallel to one another.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-48

Claims 1-48 have the special technical feature in which when a fiber raw material including a carbon fiber
bundle A having a bundle length of 5 mm to 100 mm is continuously provided, a conveyor belt having an uneven
conveyance surface is provided, and a first conveyor belt having an upward gradient portion carries the fiber raw
material to a discharge end of the first conveyor belt,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 49-65

Claims 49-65 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a “sheet prepreg in
which a carbon fiber mat formed of a fiber raw material including a carbon fiber bundle A having a bundle length
ranging from 5 mm to 100 mm is impregnated with a thermosetting resin composition.” However, said technical
feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosure of document 3, and thus cannot be
said to be a special technical feature. There are no other same or corresponding special technical features between
these inventions.

Claims 49-65 are not dependent on claim 1. Claims 49-65 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely
related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 49-65 cannot be classified as invention 1, and thus are classified as invention 2.

Document 3: JP 2018-126975 A (MITSUBISHI CHEMICAL CORPORATION) 16 August 2018 (2018-08-16)
claims, paragraphs [0037], [0039], [0040], [0043], examples (Family: none)

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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