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This invention relates to holders for milk cartons: ~

It is an object of the present-invention to:provide a
server and plastic holder. for paraffin-coated cardboard
milk cartons of rectangular cross section which includes
novel means for-gripping. the holder-and server.so as to
prevent either the carton .or holder:from slipping: and
spilling the milk, which gripping means also serves to
indicate by the sense of touch how much milk remains
in the carton.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a reusable holder and server for milk of the above type
which includes weighted means for preventing the holder
and carton from tipping over as well as to prevent the
milk from flowing too rapidly through the pouring spout,
which so frequently occurs when the conventional carton
is almost empty.

Other objects of the invention are to provide a holder
and server for milk cartons bearing the above objects in
mind which is of simple construction, has a minimum
number of parts, is inexpensive to manufacture and effi-
cient in operation and use and that will readily allow
the removal of the carton when empty, or at any time
such removal is desired.

For other objects and for a better understanding of

. the invention, reference may be had to the following de-
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tailed description taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawmg, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention shown in operative use;

Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a horizontal transverse sectional view thereof;
and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig. 3 but illus-
trating a modified form of the present invention.

Referring now more in detail to the drawing, 19 indi-
cates generally a paraffin-coated cardboard milk carton
of the type well known to those skilled in the art includ-
ing the usual gable 11, substantially as illustrated.

In the practice of my invention, a plastic holder indi-
cated generally at 12 is provided and includes the tubular
side wall 13 of rectangular cross section (Fig. 3) inte-
grally formed at its lower end with the bottom wall 14.
The height of the holder 12 is less than that of the carton
10 so as to expose the gable portion 11 and to in no way
interfere with the pouring of the milk in thé usual man-
ner. Due to its semirigid construction, the holder 12
will overcome the disadvantages attendant with the card-
board carton 10, for example the collapsible feature and
other objectionable features attendant in the cardboard
structure.

Improved means are provided for gnppmg both the
carton 10 and the holder 12 and comprising the provision
of a plurality of vertically spaced circular finger open-
ings 15 provided in at least two opposite walls, the side
walls 13 surrounding the finger openings 15 being in-

~ tegrally formed with the circular ridges 16 of triangular
“cross section which will prevent the openings from tear-
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ing under use-and- also serve to gulde the users ﬁngers
therewithin.

In the event that only two opposne walls are* prov1ded
with- the finger openings ‘(although it will be readily ap-
parent that ‘all ‘four can be so provided) .the other op-

‘posite walls will be provided with suitable advertising

matter 17 whereby to prov1de a premlum item, for mﬂk
manufacturers, etc.

-~ Windows- 15’ and ridges 16 thus ‘increase the ‘orna-
mental attractiveness of ‘the holder and the portions of
the ‘side’ walls 13 adjacent thereto may be further deco-
rated- with rectangularly arranged ridges- 17’-integrally
formed: therem which prov1de a further fnctlonal engage-
ment means.-

:Means are provxded for S0 welghtmg the holder as to
prevent ‘thé ‘holder:and carton from tlppmg over as well
as to facilitate the flow of the milk by movmg the center

~of -gravity. upwardly and include the provision of a rec-

tangular ‘plate 18 in the bottom of the holder: resting
directly on-the ‘bottom wall 14 of a material having a
high specific gravity, for example lead. The upper pe-
ripheral edge of the plate 18 is bevelled as at 19 and the
plate is retained in position by mean of an internal
rectangular ridge 20 of triangular cross section integrally
formed on the interior of the holder and which engages
the bevelled surface 19 of the plate (Fig. 2).

In conventional milk cartons 10 without the present
invention, after the milk reaches the halfway point of
the carton when the latter is in a tilted position, the en-
tire contents rush to the pouring spout, causing an over-
flow of milk, especially when pouring into coffee cups.
The weighted means 18 moves the center of gravity to
the center of the carton when tilted so that the contents
pour therefrom in a steady and even stream.

The holder may be made in one-half gallon sizes in
addition to the more common quart size shown. The
device may also be made in various other sizes and
colors.

The windows 15 will prevent any slipping due to mois-
ture which might form on the container or holder or
carton, while in the refrigerator. These windows by
reason of the sense of touch will also be of service for
determining how much milk remains in the carton with-
out further effort. The windows will be provided on
each side providing sure gripping means regardless of
how the milk carton’s pouring lip may be facing. The
weighted plate 18 will counterbalance the surge of milk
and the weight of the plate should approximate about
half the weight of the carton’s contents. Thus, the
holder contributes to an economy of milk and preserves
the wholesome flavor for a longer period due to the
greater refrigeration which takes place by providing an
extra wall.

As shown in Fig. 4, a modified form of the invention
is provided wherein a thin cover of plastic 21 is posi-
tioned across the inner face of the side walls 13 to close
the openings 15. This will prevent milk from spilling
out of the carton into the holder.

In other respects the form of the invention shown in
Fig. 4 is the same as that shown in Figs. 1 through 3, and
like reference numerals identify like parts throughout the
several views.

While various changes may be made in the detail con-
struction, it shall be understood that such changes shall
be within the spirit and scope of the present invention
as defined by the appended claims.

What I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. In a reusable holder and server for cardboard milk
cartons of rectangular cross-section comprising, in com-
bination, a reusable tubular plastic server of substan-
tially rectangular cross section adapted to receive therein
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a cardboard milk carton of substantially rectangular cross
section, a cardboard milk carton, a rectangular plate of
high specific gravity, said server comprising a horizontal
rectangular-shaped ‘bottom wall: and- four. vertical rec-
tarigular shaped side walls, said walls being of ‘the same
height, .the upper end of said side walls termmatmg be-
Tow the pouring portlon of said milk carton, said server
on at least a pair of opposite sides havmg vertically
spacéd openings of substantially circular configuration
for gripping the server and carton therethrough said side
walls of said server surrounding said openings being
formed with circular outwardly extending ridges of tri-
angular cross-section for remforcmg the ‘portion of said
walls surrounding said openings and to facilitate the
entry therethrough of the fingers of the user, said plate
arranged inside said server adjacent the bottom wall
thereof, a rectangular ridge integrally formed on the
interior sides of said vertical side walls at-a distance
above the bottom wall equal to the-thickness of said
plate, said ridge engaging the upper peripheral edge of
said plate and retaining the same in position, said plate
so arranged to prevent the server from tipping over and
to facilitate the smooth flow of the contents of the milk
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carton when being served therefrom, said rectangular
ridge being of triangular cross section and the upper pe-
ripheral edge of said plate being beveled and in intimate
contact with the lower surface of said ridge.

2. A milk carton server according to claim 1, said
server having said side walls integrally secured to said
bottom wall forming a closed lower end portion for said
server.
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