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1. 

This invention pertains to a cutting device and 
more particularly to a device adapted to easily 
cut a thread of a stitch tightly holding pieces of 
cloth together and is also adapted to readily open 
a Seam between pieces of cloth by cutting the 
remainder or all of the Stitch. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
tool to be used in sewing which is adapted to 
readily pick a Stitch and sever it no matter how 
tightly SeWn, and is adapted to readily open a 
Sean by Severing the stitches thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a cutting tool to be used in sewing wherein the 
handle is in the form of a thimble. So that the 
tool is Self-advertising as to its use, and readily 
uSeable by One skilled in the art of Sewing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

cutting tool to be used in Sewing wherein a plu 
rality of Cutting means is provided for serial re 
lated use Wherein the blades of the cutting means 
are SO arranged that they are readily safe against 
injury. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a cutting tool to be used in Sewing wherein the 
cutting means of the blade is So constructed that 
the Stitches can be readily cut without injuring 
the adjacent cloth. 
With these and various other objects in view, 

the invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction and operation as Will be more 
fully described and particularly pointed out in 
the specification, drawings and claims appended 
hereto. 

In the drawings, which illustrate an embodi 
ment of the device and Wherein like reference 
characters are used to designate like parts 

Figure 1 is an enlarged perspective elevation 
of a thread picking and Seam opening device 
embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the cutting device 
illustrated in Figure ; 

Figure 3 is a transverse Sectional elevation 
taken substantially in the plane as indicated by 
the line 3-3 of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a sectional elevation through a pore 
tion of the blade of the cutting device illustrated 
in Figure 3, the same being taken Substantially in 
the plane as indicated by the line 4-4 of Fig 
ure 3; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary illustration showing 
in use the cutting tool illustrated in Figures 1 
to 4, the same showing picking and Severing a 
stitch; and, 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary illustration showing 
another use for the cutting tool illustrated in 
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Figures 1 to 4, the same showing a seam being 
opened thereby. - 
The cutting tool to comprises a handle 2 

shown in the form of a thimble. A thimble form 
of handle preferably is provided because it is 
readily useable by one in sewing, the user is 
familiar with utilizing a thimble as operating 
means, and it associates the tool with the trade 
in which it is to be used so that the use is self 
advertising. . . . 

The top 4 of the thimble is slit as at 6, and 
the blade member 8 is press fitted in said top 
A through said slit 6, the blade being shouldered 

at 20 to properly position the blade, and the 
thimble being dimpled as at 2 to facilitate hold 
ing the blade tightly and preventing it from being 
pushed back into the thimble. The blade men 
ber is preferably of flat stock, and made of metal 
capable of having cutting edges ground or other 
Wise formed thereon. 
A side portion 22 of the blade member 8 is 

unsharpened and extends upwardly from the 
top 4 and may be substantially parallel to the 
axis of the thimble 2. The top end or edge 
24 of the blade member is rounded or arcuate and 
unsharpened and the arcuate cutting edge 26 is 
formed in the blade member on one side edge be 
tween the top edge 24 and the side portion 22 of 
said side edge in such a manner that a picking 
and cutting point 28 is provided. The arc of 
edge 24 is so generated and the cutting edge 26 
is so formed that the point 28 is preferably out 
wardly of a line extended upwardly from edge 
22 as viewed in Figure 3, thereby giving a better 
pitch to the point facilitating its use. This pick 
pointing is accomplished by arcuately grinding 
the edge so that it is carried into the top edge 
24 of the blade whereby a wedge (or hollow 
ground) shape is formed as shown in Figure 4. 
The opposite side edge is ground forming an 

arcuate-knife edge 30 which, however, extends 
into and terminates in the arcuate top 24, but. 
a flat portion 32 is provided Whereby a blade is 
So formed that When a Seam is being opened an 
adequate guard is provided to prevent cutting 
the cloth. 
In the use of this device it is of course under 

stood that it is readily uSeable to Separate pieces 
of material at the Seam, or stitches may be re 
moved from Surfaces of materia. 
In Figure 6 Sean Separation is illustrated. In 

this case, the operator may slip the thimble of 
the device on One finger 34 of his hand 36 and 
by holding or positioning and guiding it with 
another finger Or his thumb 38, may insert the 



2,597,564 
3 

pick point 28 into the seam to pick up and cut 
a Stitch by cutting edge 26. Thereafter the 
thimble can be rotated on finger 34 to utilize edge 
30 to quickly cut the remainder of the stitches 
holding the pieces 40 and 42 together. The Shape 
of the cutting portions of the blade member 8 
are such that the stitches can be readily cut 
Without cutting the cloth. 
In picking Stitches from the surfaces of nate 

rial, as shown in Figure 5, the thimble 2 is placed 
as on finger 34 and grasped and guided as by 
thumb 38 to insert the pick point 28 under the 
stitch loop of the stitching 44 on surface 46 of the 
material. Raising the loops of the Stitches causes 
cutting edge 26 to cut the loop so that the Stitch 
ing is cut and readily removed. 
With the cutting edges of the blade 8 formed 

as described herein, a relatively safe tool is pro 
vided, because if the tool is stored either vertically 
as shown in Figure 1, or laid on its Side, and the 
hand is accidentally placed on it, it will rarely be 
cut because of the protective manner in which 
the cutting edges are placed and formed. 

It is to be understood that this application is 
not to be limited by the act embodiments of the 
device shown, which are merely by Way of illus 
tration and not limitation as various and other 
forms of the device will, of course, be apparent to 
those skilled in the art without departing for in 
the spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
claims. 

I claim: - 

1. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a thimble handle, comprising a 
substantially tubular member having an open end 
and a closed end, said closed end having a slit 
extending diametrically thereof, a blade extend 
ing through said slit and upwardly from Said 
closed end, said blade having side edges and a 
rounded outer end which is unsharpened, the Side 
edges having reentrant, arcuate sharpened cut 
ting edges formed thereon of different radii, the 
arcuate cutting edge of smaller radius merging 
into said rounded outer end to form a sharp point 
and the radius thereof being small enough to 
leave a portion of its respective side edge un 
sharpened, the said sharp point extending out 
wardly of a line extended upwardly from the un 
sharpened side edge, the arcuate cutting edge of 
larger radius extending for substantially the en 
tire length of its respective side edge from ad 
jacent the thimble handle to the rounded outer 
end, a flat portion being provided where said cut 
ting edge merges into the rounded Outer end and 
which flat portion is substantially parallel to the 
axis of the thimble handle, and means in Said 
thimble handle for securing the inner end of the 
blade to prevent said blade from being with 
drawn from said thimble handle either internally 
or externally thereof, the thimble handle being 
rotatable on an operator's finger without removal 
thereof whereby the action of one cutting edge 
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4. 
can supplement that of another, without Sub 
stantial interruption in the constant use of the 
device, 

2. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a thimble handle, comprising a 
Substantially tubular member having an open 
end and a closed end, Said closed end having a 
slit extending diametrically thereof, a blade 
formed of flat plate of uniform thickness extend 
ing through said slit and upwardly from Said 
closed end, Said plate having a rounded Outer 
end which is unsharpened and having side edges 
longer than said end, said Side edges having re 
entrant, arcuate sharpened cutting edges formed 
thereon of different radii, the arcuate cutting 
edge of Smaller radius being located in the Outer 
half of its respective Side edge adjacent the 
rounded outer end thus leaving the inner half 
of Said side edge unsharpened and whereby said 
arcuate cutting edge Yleges into the rounded 
outer end to form a sharp point, and the arcuate 
cutting edge of larger radius extending Substan 
tially the entire length of its respective side edge 
from adjacent the thimble handle to the rounded 
Outer end. 

3. A blade for a device of the character de 
Scribed, said blade being formed fron a flat plate 
of substantially uniform thickness, said plate hav 
ing outer and inner ends and side edges which 
are longer than said ends, the inner end of the 
plate being provided With Oppositely extending 
positioning shoulders and said outer end being 
rounded and unSharpened, the Side edges having 
reentrant, arcuate sharpened cutting edges 
formed thereon of different radii, the arcuate cut 
ting edge of Sinaller radius being located in the 
outer half of its respective Side edge adjacent the 
rounded outer end thus leaving the inner half of 
Said side edge unsharpened and whereby said 
arcuate cutting edge merges into the rounded 
Outer end to form a sharp point, and the arcuate 
Cutting edge of larger radius extending substan 
tially the entire length of its respective side edge 
from adjacent a positioning shoulder to the 
rounded oute end. 
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