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This invention relates to flashlight holders and 
more particularly to a holder especially designed 
for attachment to a gauger's tape reel for ill 
luminating the tape when testing the level of oil 
or other liquid in a storage tank. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a flashlight holder of simple and inexpensive con 
struction capable of being readily carried in the 
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pocket of the user and which may be quickly at 
tached to the frame of a tape reel so as to ill 
luminate the tape or the interior of a storage 
tank and thus enable the user to read the gradua 
tions on the tape at night and accurately deter 

O 

mine the level of the oil or other fluid in said 
storage tank. * . 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a flashlight holder including an attaching mem 
ber Which may be pivotally mounted on the casing 
of a flashlight or on a Spring clip fitted thereto, 
said member having its upper end provided with a 
terminal hook adapted to detachably engage the 
reel frame for supporting a flashlight in position 
thereon. 
A further object is to provide a flashlight 

holder the construction of which is such that it 
may be supported in any desired position of angul 
lar adjustment with respect to the reel frame, 
leaving both hands of the user free to grip the 
reel handle and rotate the reel. 
A still further object of the invention is 

generally to improve this class of devices SO as to 
increase their utility, durability and efficiency. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a flashlight holder 

embodying the present invention, showing the 
same in position on the Supporting frame of a 
gauger's tape reel for illuminating graduations On 
the tape. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the flashlight 
holder detached. 

Figure 3 is a front elevation. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the holder re 

moved from the flashlight casing. 
Figure 5 is a side elevation illustrating a modi 

fied form of the invention and showing, in dotted 
lines, how the holder may be swung laterally on 
its pivot with respect to the flashlight casing. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the holder 
shown in Figure 5, detached. 

Figure 7 is a similar view illustrating a further 
modification. 
The improved flashlight holder forming the 

subject matter of the present invention is particul 
larly designed for attachment to a gauger's tape 
reel and, by Way of illustration, is shown in Con 
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nection with a reel of standard construction in 
which 5 designates the supporting frame, 6 the 
transverse pins connecting the forward ends of 
the side walls of the frame, 7 the handle, and 8 
the reel mounted for rotation within the frame 5 
and on which is wound a flexible graduated steel 
tape 9 for determining the level of oil or other 
liquid in a storage tank indicated at 0. 
The holder comprises a member concavo 

convex in cross section and preferably formed 
from a single length of metal having one end 
thereof cut away in the arc of a circle, as indi 
cated at 2, to form oppositely disposed attaching 
ears f3 for engagement with a flashlight 4. The 
flashlight 4 may be of any desired construction 
but is preferably cylindrical in shape and provided 
with a terminal clip 5 to permit the flashlight to 
be readily carried in the pocket of the user. 
The metal casing 6 of the flashlight is pro 

vided with relatively small oppositely disposed 
openings IT and extending inwardly from the 
ears 3 are pins 8 which fit within the openings 

so as to permit angular adjustment of the 
flashlight with respect to the member . The 
outer end of the member is bent to form a sub 
stantially U-shaped attaching hook 9 adapted to 
fit over the pins 6 of the reel frame So as to de 
tachably support the flashlight in position thereon 
and direct rays of light onto the metal tape 9, 
thereby to enable the user to read the graduations 
on said tape and determine the level of the oil 
or other liquid in the storage tank. The free end 
of the hook is preferably deflected laterally, as 
indicated at 20, to assist in positioning said hook 
over the pins 6. It Will here be noted that the 
cutaway portion 2 of the member is curved to 
conform to the cylindrical wall of the flashlight 
casing 6 and, by engagement with Said Wall, acts 
as a stop to limit the downward tilting movement 
of the flashlight. 
When testing the level of oil in a reservoir at 

night, the flashlight is positioned on the Sup 
porting frame of the tape reel by passing the de 
flected end 20 of the hook over the pins 6 and in 
which position the member will be supported 
in horizontal alinement with the supporting frame 
of the reel. By now tilting the flashlight down 
wardly on the pins f8, the rays of light will be 
directed onto the tape 9 or within the mouth of 
the reservoir 0, so that the user can see the level 
of the liquid within the reservoir and determine 
by the graduations on the tape the exact amount 
of oil or other liquid remaining in the reservoir. 
By Swinging the flashlight upwardly on its pivot, 
Said flashlight Will be disposed in horizontal aline 



2 
ment with the supporting frame 5 so that said 
flashlight may be used in the ordinary manner for 
illuminating purposes. It will here be noted that 
when the flashlight is swung upwardly to a hori 
zontal position, the end 2 of the flashlight will 
frictionally engage the adjacent wall of the hook 
9 So as to prevent accidental movement of the 

flashlight. After the fiashlight has served its pur 
pose, it is detached from the supporting frame 
of the tape reel by exerting upward pressure on 
the hooked end of the member , after which said 
member is swung upwardly until the hook fric 
tionally engages the end 2 of the flashlight and 
in which position said flashlight may be convenir; 
ently carried in the pocket and held from acci 
dental displacement by means of the clip 5. It 
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attaching hook 26 and are connected by a trans 

0 

:... of Support. 

will be noted that the length of the hook 9 is . . 
equal to or slightly less than the combined width 
of the casing 6 and clip 5, so as to offer no ob 
struction when inserting the flashlight within the 
pocket or removing said flashlight therefrom. 
In Figures 5 and 6 of the drawing, there is illus 

trated a modified form of the invention in which 
a split spring sleeve or clip 22 is employed for 
holding the device in position on the flashlight 
casing, thus dispensing with the openings in said 
flashlight casing. In this form of the device, the 
terminal ears 22' of the attaching member are 
pivoted directly to the sleeve 22, as indicated at 
23, so that after the sleeve is mounted on the 
flashlight casing, said flashlight may be adjusted 
to any angular position desired with respect to 
the supporting frame of the tape reel with the 
pins 23 as a pivot. This construction does not 
necessitate any structural changes in the flash 
light and may be quickly attached thereto and re 
tained in position thereon by the inherent resil 
iency of the split sleeve or clip 22. 
In Figure 7 of the drawing, there is illustrated 

a further modified form of the invention in which 
the member is provided with spaced upstand 
ing ears 24 which overlap similar ears 25 on the 
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verse rod or Wire 2. 
The device is exceedingly simple in construc 

tion and will afford a convenient means for en 
abling the operator of a filling station or the like 
to ascertain the level of oil or other fluid in a 
storage tank, particularly at night When the read 
ing of the graduations on the tape is rendered 
difficult due to darkness. 
While the device is particularly designed for 

attachment to a gauger's reel tape, it will, of 
course, be understood that the flashlight may, if 
desired, be used in connection with any other type 

It will furthermore, be understood 
that the device may be made in different sizes 
and shapes and constructed of any suitable ma 
terial without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed is: 

1. A device of the class described comprising a 
flashlight, a holder. concavo convex in cross sec 
tion and having its inner end cut away to form 
a transverse stop shoulder defining spaced lon 
gitudinal ears for pivotal connection with the 
flashlight, the outer end of the holder being pro 
vided with a substantially U-shaped hook extend 
ing transversely thereof for detachable engage 
ment with the frame of a tape reel. 

2. The combination with a tape reel including 
a Supporting frame, having spaced transverse Se 
curing pins, of a flashlight and a holder having 
one end thereof operatively connected with the 
flashlight to permit downward tilting thereof and 
its other end provided with a substantially U 
shaped hook extending transversely of said holder 
and detachably engaging said pins, the end of the 
flashlight by frictional engagement with the ad 
jacent wall of the hook serving to hold the flash 
light in horizontal alinement With the supporting 
frame when said flashlight is swung upwardly. 
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