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10 a 44 whom i? may concern.: 
Beit known that we, LOUIS WASHER and 

CHARLESE. DOBSON, JR., citizensofthe United 
States, residing at New York, county of New 
York, and State of New York, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Ban 
jos, fully described and represented in the fol 
lowing specification and the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of the same. 

Thisinvention relatesto improvements in the 
construction of banjos, and has for its object 
to improve the music of these instruments by 
prewenting the harsh metallic tones which are 
inherent in these instruments as ordinarily 
constructed. Thisis effected by providing the 
instrument with whatmay betermeda *double 
hoop”-that is to say, a supplemental hoop 
or rim which unites with the main hoop or 
rim at the back of the instrument, and, flar 
ing inward, terminates at about a half an inch 
(more or less) from the head. 
As a full understanding of the invention can 

Only begiven by an illustration and a some 
what detailed description ofan instrumentem 
bodying the salne, all further preliminary de 
scription will be omitted and a full descrip 
tion given, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, im which– 
Figurel is a face view ofa banjo constructed 

according to the present invention. Fig. 2 is 
a backview of the same. Fig. 3isanenlarged 
section taken on the line 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 
isa similar View of the hoop, taken at right 
angles to Fig. 3. 

Referring to Said figures, it'is to be under 
stood that as to its general construction and 
organization the banjo ilustrated therein is 
the Same as the Ordinary instruments of that 
class. 
The neck or finger-piece A is of the ordi 

nary form, and is provided with the hoop or 
rim B, over which the parchment head Cis 
stretched and Secured in the usual manner, 

The hoop Bis preferably made of metal–Such 
as brass, German silver, ornickel–though it 
may be made of wood, and is of the usual di 
mensions. Extending from the back edge of 
the hoop B and faring inward is a Second or 
supplemental hoop orrim, b, which terminates 
about a half an inch (more or less) from the 
head C. The hoop bis made of the same ma 
terial as the hoop B, and when metal is em 
ployed it is preferably made integral with the 
hoop 13, it being turned inward by the Spin 
ning process. The filare or angle of the hoop 
b is such as to leave a considerable Space be 
tween the two hoops, asshown, and it is found 
that the effect of the air partially confined in 
this space between the two hoopsis such asto 
great?y modify and improve the tome of the 
instrument by causing a kind of echo which 
deprives the tone of much ofitsharsh and me 
tablic quality. 
In order to strengthen the connection be 

tween the neck or finger-piece and the hoop, 
the neck is provided with a metallic tubular 
extension, D, which passes through and is se 
curedin. suitable openings formed in the hoops 

| Bb, as best shown in Fig. 3. 
What We claim is– 
In a banjo, the combination, with the hoop 

B and head C, of the supplemental hoop b, 
uniting with the back edge of the hoop Band 
flaring inward and terminating in close prox 
imity to but not in contact with the head, the 
space between the hoop Band the Supplemental 
hoop being open and unobstructed, substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set 
our hands in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

LOUIS WASHER. 
CHAS. E. DOBSON, JR. 

Witnesses: 
T. H. PALATIER, 
G. M. BORST, 
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