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|
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-3

Claims 1-3 have the special technical feature of a "phosphor powder comprising phosphor particles that have a
main crystal phase with the same crystal structure as CaAlSiN 3 and are represented by general formula: (Sry.y.y,
Ca,, Euy)AISi(N,0);, wherein x and y fulfill 0.0100<x<0.0300 and 0.0500<y<0.0900", and thus are classified as
invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claim 4

Claim 4 and claim 1 classified as invention 1 share the technical feature of SCASN phosphor powder. The
specification (paragraphs [0007] and [0027]) describes that the SCASN phosphor powder of claim 1 can be
produced by the method of claim 4. However, while the Ca content in claim 1 is "0.0100<x<0.0300", the content
in claim 4 is "0.0050 or more" without limitation on the upper limit. In addition, while the Eu content in claim 1
is "0.0500<y<0.0900", the content in claim 4 is "0.0880 or less" without limitation of the lower limit. Therefore,
the method for producing the phosphor powder of claim 4 cannot be considered to be a method for producing
the SCASN phosphor powder having the composition specified in claim 1. Moreover, there are no other same or
corresponding special technical features among these inventions.

Therefore, claim 4 cannot be classified as invention 1, and is thus classified as invention 2.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: Claims 1-3

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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