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To all, Luhon, it nay conce7n 
Be it known that I, TORQUATO TASSO 

FISCHER, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at New York, in the county and State 

5 of New York, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Piano-Cases, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

to piano-cases; and it consists in the novel me 
chanical construction of the same hereinafter 
fully described. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

piano-case of the class in which there is a top 
I5 panel extending partially or entirely across 

the front upper portion of the case and adapt 
ed to Swing at an incline for the purpose of 
providing a suitable music-rack, with a de 
Vice for automatically tilting the said top 

2O panel out of the perpendicular when the flap 
for the keyboard is opened and returning or 
permitting the top panel to return to its nor 
mal perpendicular position when said flap is 
closed, thereby requiring only one act to op 
erate both of said parts. 
My invention is illustrated by the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec 

tion, of a piano-case containing my invention, 
3o the side of the piano-case being removed to 

show the operation of the same, the keyboard 
flap in said figure being illustrated in the 
closed position and the top panel in the up 
right or perpendicular position. Fig. 2 is a 

35 similar view, the flap being opened to permit 
access to the keys, the top panel or music 
rack being tilted into the inclined position 
to hold the music; and Fig. 3 illustrates a 
modification of the system of levers used in 

4o my invention. 
Similar letters refer to similar parts. 
A is the top panel or music-rack of a piano 

case, by preference hinged at a suitable point 
above the center upon the bearing-pin B, so 

45 that when the parts are assembled the panel 
will assume a normally-perpendicular posi 
tion. The said top panel A may extend par 
tially or entirely across the front upper por 
tion of the piano-case. 
C is a flap hinged to the piano-case and 
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adapted to cover the keyboard D when closed. 
If desirable, this flap C may have an addi 
tional hinged joint E adapted by preference 
to fold in the opposite direction from the joint 
which connects said flap to the piano-case, 55 
that portion of the piano-case to which said 
flap C is hinged being termed the “back 
flap' F. 
G is a lever mounted at a point intermediate . 

in its length upon a bearing-pin II, which has 6o 
by preference a rigid support. 

I is a rod pivotally connected at one end to 
the lower end of the lever G and at the oppo 
site end to the flap C, as illustrated. The 
lever G extends upwardly and is adapted to 65 
bear against the rear of the top panel A, so 
that when the upper end of the said lever G 
is moved toward the front of the piano it will 
tilt said panel A out of its vertical position 
and into a position capable of supporting the 7o 
music. As the flap C is opened, the connect 
ing-rod Iis moved rearward, causing the lower 
end of the lever G to recede, and thereby ad 
Vancing the upper end of said lever, which, 
pushing against the rear side of the top panel 75 
A, tilts the same, as above described and as 
indicated in Fig. 2. 

J is a suitable ledge secured at or near the 
lower edge of the top panel A, upon which 
ledge the music rests. 
The back flap F and that portion of the case 

adjacent to the rod I and past which it moves 
may be cut away or recessed sufficiently to 
permit the free passage of said rod, which 
may be formed from thin stock and suitably 85 
finished with gold, silver, or nickel plating 
to correspond with the other metal finishings 
On the case. - - 

The slot or recess for permitting the move 
ment of the connecting-rod I may be made or 9o 
located at any desired point in the length of 
the flap or case; but by preference provide 
the above-described mechanism at each end 
of the flap, thus balancing the work and mak 
ing the same less conspicuous. Inasmuch as 95 
the rod I may be formed from verythin stock 
the slot or recess in which it moves may be 
correspondingly small so that the beauty of 
the case may be in no Way impaired. 
The rod I may be curved, as shown in the loo 
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drawings, toward the end which is attached 
to the flap C, thus permitting a large portion 
of the metal to be hidden from view. 
By relmoving the screw pivotal bearing IX 

between the rod I and the flap C, all the parts 
of the case may be taken down in the usual 
manner to permit the cleaning or tuning of 
the instrument, or for any other desired pur 
DOSe. 

In the modification shown in Fig. 3 the le 
ver G' is pivotally supported at II", and above 
that point, the lever may be divided and a 
toggle-joint L formed. In this case the ex 
theme upper end of the lever is detachably 
connected to the rear side of the top panel A". 
In this modification also the adjacent ends of 
the lever G' and rod A" are provided with slots 
designated by the reference-letters N and N, 
l'espectively, the purpose of these slots being 
to affold a means whereby the throw of the 
lever G or G' may be regulated to goven the 
desired pitch of the top panel or music-rack. 
It is obvious that one slot in either of the 
parts mentioned could perform said function. 
IFrom the foregoing it will be observed that 

the Salient point of lny invention resides in 
connecting the rod which leads into the case 
from the clamp E to the flap F at a suitable 
point forward of the hinged connection of 
the Said flap, so that as the same is turned 
On its hinges to give access to the keyboard 
rearward motion will be imparted to the con 
necting-lod I. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Lette's Pat 
ent, is 

1. An improvement in piano - cases, colm 
prising a tilting top panel, a hinged keyboard 
flap, a level pivotally supported in the case, 
the upper end of said lever bearing against 
the top panel, a connecting-rod pivotally at 
tached to the flap forward of the hinged con 
nection and attached to the said level below 

its pivotal Support, Substantially as and fol' 
the purpose specified. 

2. An impl’OVelment in piano - cases, coln 
prising a tilting top panel, a hinged keyboard 
flap, a lever pivotally supported in the case, 
the upper end of Said lever bearing against 
the said top panel below its hinged support, 
and a connecting-rod One end of which is at 
tached to the lower end of the said lever, the 
Opposite end being curved upwardly and at 
tached to the said keyboard-flap forward of 
its hinged connection, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. An improvement in piano - cases, coin 
prising a tilted top panel provided with a 
ledge along its lower edge, a lever pivotally 
Supported in the case, the upper end of said 
lever bearing against the top panel below its 
hinged support, a keylboard-?lap hinged to the 
case, a rod attached at Olne end to said ?la) 
folward of its hinged connection and project 
ing downwardly and into the case, passing 
below said hinged connection, the inner end 
of said rod being connected to the lower eld 
of said level for the purpose of operating said 
lever and thereby the top panel as the key 
bOal'd-flap is opened, Substantially as de 
Scribed. 

4. An improvement in piano - cases, coin 
prising a hinged top panel, a hinged flap, a 
lever Supported in the case, its upper end 
bealing against the rear of the top panel, a 
connecting-rod adjustably attached to said 
level below its pivotal connection and extend 
ing toward the keyboard, curved upwardly 
and attached to said flap forward of its hinged 
connection, substantially as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

T. TASSO FIS (IEIR. 

Witnesses: 
IR. C. MITCHELL, 

EATON. C. B. 
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