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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to make it possible that, while maintaining a wire harness to have a certain
path shape, a protector for protecting the wire harness can be manufactured at low cost, can be efficiently transported, and is also ex -
cellent in strength. A wire harness with a protector comprises: a protector formed of a hollow plate material in which a hollow struc -
ture is formed between a plurality of plate-like portions; and a wire harness including at least one electric wire and housed in the
protector. The protector (40) is, for example, formed such that the hollow plate material is bent so as to form a shape including a bot-
tom portion (42) and a pair of side wall portions (46). Alternatively, the wire harness is, for example, housed in the hollow structure
of the hollow plate material constituting the protector.
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Y JP 11-215640 A (Yazaki Corp.), 4
06 August 1999 (06.08.1999),
fig. 1
(Family: none)
Y Microfilm of the specification and drawings 5
annexed to the request of Japanese Utility
Model Application No. (Laid-open 109923/1989
No. 48320/1991)
(Fujitsu Ltd.),
09 May 1991 (09.05.1991),
page 7, lines 6 to 8; fig. 1
(Family: none)
Y JP 10-285742 A (Yazaki Corp.), 8
23 October 1998 (23.10.1998),
fig. 1, 4
(Family: none)
Y Microfilm of the specification and drawings 10,11
annexed to the request of Japanese Utility
Model Application No. (Laid-open 52404/1985
No. 35302/1987)
(Mitsubishi Cable Industries, Ltd.),
02 March 1987 (02.03.1987),
page 5, lines 7 to 14; fig. 2, 3
(Family: none)
Y JP 7-212936 A (Sumitomo Wiring Systems, Ltd.), 14
11 August 1995 (11.08.1995),
paragraph [0012]; fig. 2
(Family: none)
Y JP 3-190520 A (Nitto Denko Corp.), 17
20 August 1991 (20.08.1991),
page 3, upper left column, lines 7 to 10; fig.
2
(Family: none)
A JP 2012-101502 A (Seiwa Electric Mfg. Co., 15
Ltd.),
31 May 2012 (31.05.2012),
paragraphs [0052] to [0055]; fig. 2
(Family: none)
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: 12,13

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
See extra sheet.

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.II-2 of continuation of first sheet(2)

Supplementation of Box No. ITI:

Claim 12 states that “an edge of a portion from which the wire harness
is drawn out to the outside in the protector includes an inner
periphery-sideplate-shapededge andanouter periphery-sideplate-shaped
edge, and the inner periphery-side plate-shaped edge and the outer
periphery-side plate-shaped edge are joined while being superposed on
each other’”.

Claim 6 which claim 12 refers to states that “the protector is formed
by the hollow plate material being bent so as to have a shape including
a bottom portion and a pair of side wall portions provided to stand on
both sides of the bottom portion”.

However, since the protector formed by being bent to have a shape
including a bottom portion and a pair of side wall portions (for example,
a protector such as described in fig. 22), which is stated in claim 6,
houses a wire harness therein, it is impossible to superpose the inner
periphery-side plate-shaped edge and the outer periphery-side
plate-shaped edge (each corresponding to a plate-shaped edge 1042 in
fig. 7) on each other as stated in claim 12.

In that case, the invention in claim 12 cannot specify the invention
since the configuration of the protector is unclear, and thus an opinion
cannot be expressed.

Further, an opinion cannot be expressed with respect to also the
invention of claim 13 referring to claim 12 on account of the same reason
as said above.
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