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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Harry L. SNyDER, 8
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Denver and State of
Colorado, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Paper-Bag Hold-
ers; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the char-
acters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
paper bag holders in which either a single
unit may be employed or a series of units
superposed one above or adjacent the other,
the said units being preferably arranged in
sets of various sizes, the sald sizes being
arranged on a standard, one above the other,
the largest being lowermost and the other
units diminishing in size toward the top,
thus making it practicable to place upon

a single device, bags of practically all sizes,-
from the largest to the smallest, and thus.

making them conveniently accessible in
grocery and other stores, the said bags in
connection with each unit being yieldingly
retained in place, but readily removable
therefrom, as circumstances may require.

Having briefly outlined my improved con-
struction, I will proceed to describe the
same in detail, reference being made to the
accompanying drawing, in which is illus-
trated an embodiment thereof,

In this drawing,—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of my improved construction, show-
ing a series of bag-holders mounted on a
suttable standard, the foot plate being
shown in section. Fig. 2 is a front view of
the construction, each unit being equipped
with a pair of retaining springs, each spring
being -adapted to hold a package of bags,
the foot plate being also shown in section.
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of

- one of the shelves illustrating the peculiar
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formation of its upper extremity. Fig. 4
is a section, taken through the standard on
the line 4—4 of Fig. 1, shown on & larger
scale. : ‘

The same reference characters indicate the

- same parts in all the views.
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" Let the numeral 5 designate a bar,Awhich

is preferably suspended in an upright po-

- sition, but which may, if desired, be sup-

ported in a horizontal position. However,

in referring to the construction, it will be -

assumed that the bar 5 is supported in an
upright position, though it must be under-
stood that the construction need not neces-
sarily be maintained in such position in

order to properly support the bags thereon..

This standard 5 is secured at its lower ex-
tremity, which is equipped with a flange 6,
to a foot.plate 7, which, as illustrated in
the drawing, is considerably wider than the
standard and forms a platform upon which
may be supported an additional package of
bags of even larger size than is illustrated.
This attachment is made by means of screws
8, which, as illustrated in the drawing, are
inserted from below, nuts 9 being applied
to their upper extremities.. This construc-

tion makes the standard and foot plate

readily detachable for purposes of transpor-
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tation. In fact, all of the elements of the

device may be disconnected, making the

construction knock-down in form for con-

venience of transportation. The various
units, however, may, if desired, be perma-
nently secured to the standard.

Hach bag holding ‘unit consists of a sort
of inclined shelf 10, whose upper edge is
bent upwardly to form a lip 12, the said
lip being secured to the bar 5 by means of
& suitable fastening device, as a screw 13,
to which a nut 14 is applied on the inside.
To the upper edge of each shelf is secured
two leuf-springs 15, each spring being se-
cured by means of a screw 16, which is
passed through the upper edge of the shelf
just below the lip 12, the screw being fas-
tened by a nut 17. :

Each spring 15 is bowed upwardly above
the shelf and then curved downwardly,
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terminating at its lower extremity in a part -

18, which s normally held in engagement .

with the shelf, but, when a package 19 of

‘bags ig inserted, engages the uppermost bag

in front with sufficient tension to yieldingly

mairntain the package of bags in place..

This spring engages the bags about midway

of their length. Each shelf 10 is provided’

with a bend 20, midway of its length, where-
by a-part 21 is carried forwardly, giving

where the spring engages them.

At its lower extremity, the shelf is in-
clined upwardly, forming an angle with
the body part 23 of the shelf, whieh, as illus-
trated in the drawing, is slightly less than
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- the bags a forward bend at 22, just below-. -
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.25, to occupy
parallel with the part 23 of the shelf. The

10

2

a right angle. This bend 24 extends up-

wardly and forwardly from the foot plate

7 a suitable distance to give the shelf a

suitable bag-holding capacity, its upper for-

ward edge being bent upwardly, as shown at
a position approximately

part 24 prevents the bags from sliding from
the shelf, while the part 25 engages their
lower extremities in front and coOperates

. with the spring 18 in fastening the bags in-
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suitable position. ,

The lowermost shelf is secured at the
angle 26 or at its lowermost point to the
foot plate by means of suitable fastening
devices, as screws 27. Each shelf is pref-
erably formed of sufficient width to hold a
number of packages of bags, the two pack-
ages preferably varying .in size. It is
thoroughly practicahle to support two sizes

. of bags upon the same shelf, assuming that
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there 1s no’ great discrepancy between such
sizes. For instance, as illustrated in the
drawing,—see Fig. 2,—the lowermost shelf
is adapted to support two sizes, respectively
numbered 8 and 12; the shelf next above,
two sizes 5 and 6; and so on, the suceeeding

shelves in an upwardly direction holding ;|4 .
" ferred, however, to set the device upon a

sizes 8 and 4; sizes 1 and 2; and sizes %
and %, respectively. :

Attention is called to the fact that it is
preferred that the various bag - holding
shelves shall diminish in size from the bot-
tom upwardly, whereby the bags of larger
sizes are supported upon the lowermost
shelf, and the sizes of the superposed shelves.
diminishing as their distance above the foot
plate increases. A :

Each shelf above the lowermost, where a
number of units is mounted upon a single
bar or standard 5, is supported interme-
diate its extremities by a horizontally-ar-

- ranged brace 28, whose rear extremity is
" bent downwardly to form a lip 29, which is
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located between the upwardly bent lip 12 of
‘the shelf 10 and the bar or standard 5, the
fastening device 18 being passed through the
two lips 12 and 29, thus securing the top of
one unit to. the standard and the brace 28
of the unit next above. ‘The forward ex-
tremity of each brace 28 is secured to the
rear surface of the shelf in any suitable
manner, as shown at-30. As illustrated in

‘the drawing, this connection is made by

means of rivets, though it may be formed in
any other suitable manner.

From the foregoing description, it will be
understood that any bag-holding unit may
be detached from the bar 5 and secured by
means of its brace 28 to any other suitable
support. Hences the bag holder may con-

. sist of one or more units, as may be desired,
--as will be readily understood. However, 1t
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will ordinarily be preferable to assemble a
number of units upon a suitable support, as

1,038,980

| illustrated, the units being superpoéed one

above another and properly spaced to give
each unit the desired capacity and make
room  for its retaining spring, which is
bowed upwardly and forwardly, as hereto-
fore explained. _

Assuming that the bag holding units are
mounted upon & suitable support, as illus-
trated in the drawing, the various shelves

are preferably inclined at an angle of about

45° to the support or standard 5.. When the
bags are in place upon the shelves of the va-
rious units, the lower extremity of the top-
most bag, or one edge 31 of the folded bot-
tom of the bag, projects slightly outwardly
whereby it is conveniently accessible for the
user, who, by grasping this protruding edge
between the thumb and finger, can quickTy

remove the bag from the holder, and this’

operation may be successively performed
until all the bags have been removed from a
given unit. ,

Where the bags are mounted or assembled
in series arranged one above another, as
llustrated in the drawing, the device may
be suspended from: a nail, hook or other
suitable device, the same being attached to
:4-wall or other stationary object. It is pre-

floor or counter, the foot plate being of suf-
ficient area to give it a stable support.

This stability of the device is further en- -

hanced by the fact that the lowermost shelf
is largest, while the other shelves diminish
in size toward the top of the standard. By
virtre of this arrangement, the bag holder,
when loaded or filled with bags, has the
greatest weight upon the lowermost shelf,
the weight on the succeeding shelves above
gradually diminishing.

In order to make it practicable to rest the
‘device upon a floor or counter, and also to
give the foot plate additional strength, the
edges of the plate are bent inwardly against
the iower surface of the plate, as shown at
82, constituting a bearing surface for the
foot plate, thus lifting the body of the lat-

ter sufficiently to prevent the heads of the
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serews or other fastening devices employed -

in connecting the standard with the foot
plate and also for connecting the lower
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shelf with the, foot plate, from coming in -

contact with the counter, floor or other sup-
porting surface.
With reference
shelves, it may be. stated that the lips 12,
which are turned upwardly, constitute the
central portion of the upper edge of the
shelf, the metal on opposite sides of the lip
12 being bent downwardly, as shown at 33,
to reinforce this portion of the device. . This
feature is clearly illustrated in Fig. 8.

to the upper edges of the
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Attention is called to the fact that the bar -

5 has its edges strengthened or reinforced
by turning the metal inwardly against the
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body of the bar on its two vertical edges,
as shown at 34. This gives the bar or stand-
ard 5 the necessary strength and rigidity to
prevent the weight of the bags from bend-
ing it forwardly, as would be the natural

tendency. By virtue of this expedient, it

becomes practicable to make the bar 5 from
relatively thin sheet metal.

Having thus described my invention,
what I claim is:—

1. A bag-holder consisting, in combina-

tion with a suitable support, of a shelf

mounted thereon in an inclined position and
equipped with a spring secured to the upper
part of the shelf and extending down-
wardly in front of the latter, the spring
being adapted to engage bags when in place
on the shelf, the lower portion of the shelf
having a part bent to form an angle with
the body of the shelf to maintain the bags
thereon, the said part being also bent up-
wardly to engage the lower extremities of
the bags in front, substantially as described.

8

2. In a bag-holder, the combination with
a suitable support, of a shelf mounted there-
on to occupy an inclined position, the lower
extremity of the shelf having a part ex-
tending outwardly and forwardly therefrom
to engage the lower extremities of the folded
bags, the said part being bent upwardly to
engage the bottoms of the bags in front, the
sald shelf being equipped with a spring ex-

tending forwardly and downwardly from

the top of the shelf and adapted to engage
the bags in front, the shelf being bent for-
wardly to cause the bags below the point of
engagement of the spring to curve out-
Wardﬁy to facilitate their removal, substan-

tially as described. :

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

HARRY L. SNYDER.

Witnesses :
F. E. Bowen,
A. Eserr O’Briex;
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