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This invention relates to the construction of a
universal type of frame suitable for mounting
a, picture and the like therein. The construction
to be hereinafter described relates to a self-sup-
porting picture frame that is adapted to be placed
on a table or mantel shelf.

1t is the principal object of my invention to
provide a universal-type of picture frame which
can be readily adjusted or modified to suit pic-
tures of different widths, lengths or heights.

Anocther object of my invention is to provide
a universal-type of picture frame which can be
manufactured at a reasonable cost and yet one
that is ornamental in its characteristics. My
improved type of frame is jllustrated in the an-
nexed drawing wherein,

Figure 1 shows in fuil lines one set up of the
frame, while the broken lines show another ar-
rangement utilizing the same frame members.

Figure 2 is a view of the right hand end of
Figure 'l looking down from the top with the bot-
tom frame member withdrawn from the base
support.

Tigure 3 is a view of the top part of a frame
showing one arrangement of the parts in full
lines and an alternative arrangement of certain
of the parts in broken lines.

Figure 4 is a section on the line 414 of Pigure 3.

Tn the drawings { and 2 are base supports which

ave identical in construction so that one descrip- :

tion suffices for the two. Referring to Figure 2
the base support 2 has a vertical hole 3 therein
which may pass all the way through the base.
"he base is alsc provided with a transverse hole
4 which is located through one edge of the base
slightly below the top surface thereof. The holes
& in the two bases are adapted to receive a bot~
tom cross frame member § which has a groove
5 longitudinal of its length to receive the bottom
of the picture and glass or the picture may he
covered with a transparent sheet such as cel-
lophane. Fitting in the vertical holes 3 are the
side support members 7 and 8 each of which
has a groove 9 the same as the bottom support
member 5 and for the same purpose. As shown in
Figure 1, no top cross support member is utilized
butb the sides support members 7 and & praferably
have their top ends cut off at a slant indicated at
19 or these ends may take some other ornamental
shape. As illustrated by the full lines in Figure 1
the picture with its glass or transparent covering
is shown as coming up to the top of the frame
member T and 8 which is indicated by the line i,
but the picture and its covering may extend up-
wardly heyond the ends of the support 7 and 8
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as indicated by the broken line 12 or the picture
and its covering may stop at some point as indi-
cated by the broken line 3.

Now suppose that the picture to be mounted
in the frame parts just described is of a width
indicated by the broken lines 12 or {3 then all
that is necessary to accommodate the frame to
this narrow type of picture is to cut off one end
of the base support member 5 to the right length
so that the base 2 and the side support 8 may
be moved inwardly as indicated by the broken

-lines 14 and as previously indicated the picture

may stop at the line i3 or at any extent above
the ends of the side members T and 8 to the line
2. In Figure 3 I have indicated a top cross
frame member which is made up of two parts
{5 and (6, the part 15 being fastened at T to
the side member T and part 16 is fastened to the
side support member 8 at 18. The two parts 15
and 16 are held together by a close fitting sleeve
{$. While the ends of the parts {5 and {6 are
shown as spaced only a short distance 20 they
may terminate a substantial distance apart as
indicated by the broken lines 21 and 22 it being
understood that the sleeve 19 is utilized to ac-
commodate a considerable variation in the width
of the picture to be mounted in the frame. To
accommodate a picture of less width than one
that would fit the frame shown by the full lines
in Figure 3 the bottom frame member 5 is cut to
the right dimension and the ends of {5 and {6 of
the top portions are cub off so that the frame
members T and 8 can be moved toward each other
as indicated by the broken lines T° and 8’. If de~
sired, the bottom frame member 5 may be con-
structed similar to the top frame member shown
in Figure 3 as it will be noted from Figure 1 that
the base frame member 5 is spaced above the
plane of the bottom portions of the supports 1
and 2 and would give space enough for a sleeve
19 above the plane of the bases | and 2. However,
1 prefer to have the bottom frame member 5§ as
one rigid piece. From the foregoing it will be
seen that the merchandising store would need
to carry a quantity of the base members and
frame members 5, T and 8 in sets of different
lengths sufficient to take care of most pictures
which are to be mounted in such a frame as de-~
seribed or they may only carry two types of mem-
bers corresponding to the bottom frame member
5 and the side members T and 8 of lengths suffi~
cient to take care of the largest picture that may
be mounted in a self-supporting frame and since
these parts are made of material such as seasoned
wood. or plastic which may be readily cub off, a
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frame can be quickly and easily assembled to suit
most any condition. If desired, especially where
wood is utilized, the frame members may be fas-
tened to the base supports by some satisfactory
adhesive material such as glue but I prefer to
have the parts made so that the frame member
will make g tight push fit in the base supports.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A universal type of picture frame including
only a pair of similar base supports of non-
metallic material, each base having a hole at
right angles to the plane of the base, with a
hole in one edge only of the base at right angles
to the first hole and stopping at this hole and
a grooved frame member of non-metallic ma-
terial that can be easily and quickly cut to a
desired length and positioned in the edge holes
of the two bases while the first mentioned holes
each has an upright grooved member positioned
therein to form an open end type of frame.

2. A picture frame as set forth in claim 1
further characterized in that the upper ends of
said upright members may be joined by a grooved
Cross member made up of two sections joined
by a slidable slotted sleeve while the bottom
frame member is readily removable from the
base supports so it may be readily cut to form a
frame of the desired width.

3. A universal type of picture frame including
only a pair of similar base supports of non-
metallic material, each base being much thinner
than its length and breadth and having a hole at
right angles to the plane of the base with a hole
in one edge of the base at right angle to the first
hole and extending only into the first mentioned
hole, said holes having longitudinally grooved
frame members positioned therein, said frame
members being constructed of suitable non-
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metallic material such as wood or plastic so they
may be easily cut off to get a frame of the desired
width and height.

4. A universal type of picture frame including
only a pair of similar base supports of suitable
non-metallic material of substantial surface area,
with a pair of holes at right angles therein and
grooved frame members to fit in the holes, one
hole being at right angles to the bhase support
area while the other hole is in one side of the
base support and extending into the first men-
tioned hole, said grooved frame members being
constructed of material such as wood or plastic
so they may be easily cut off to get a frame of
the desired width and height.

JOSEPH W. SWENSON.
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