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My invention relates to improvements in sign, 
or bill, boards for advertising i purposes, the 
principal object in view being to provide a sim 
ply çonstructed device of this character embody 
ing “sectional display panels which may be reas 
ily and quickly set up in display position and 
interchanged, if desired, or reversed, and secure 
ly held in upright position against unauthorized 
removal. * v V 

latches, as at 7, for holding the same i closed. 
The front side corners of the base casing | are 
preferably rounded, as at 8, and said front orna 
mentally decorated, as at 9, to enhance the ap 
pearance of the device. 55 prevent removal of said panels. 

Arising from the top 2 of the base casing , 
adjacent the back thereOf is a narrower and pref 
erably shorter advertising display frame f0, gen 
erally rectangular, and having an open front 
bounded by an internal ledge il l, a fiat top f2, 
and a closed back 3 spaced from the ledge i I 
to form a chamber f0” in said frame for a pur 
pose presently seen. A transversely L-shaped 
molding strip i 4 eXtends along the bottom of 

Another döbject is to provide a º device of the E0, the ledge i ? on the top 2 of base casing l in 
character and for the purpose above set forth the rear of said ledge and forms together with 
in which an animated advertising panel may be the latter a bottom groove i 5 extending along. 
installed in different set positions and which is the front of the frame - 0. An internal flange 
equipped with a concealed motor "?irive for the 16 extending along "the top 2 of the frame 0 
animated panel arranged to be shifted in accord- 15. parallel with the top of said ledge i forms to 
ance with the positioning of the panel for "opera- gether with the latter a top groove 8 eXtend 
tive connection thereto. W ing along the front of the frame 10. A center 
Another object is to provide an advertising cut-out in the bottom -of the ledge í i s provides 

sign, or bill, board, equipped for the purposes a bottom gap 9 in said front ledge forning an 
above set forth, which is economical to manufac- 20 entrance to the bottom groove 5. The ends 
ture, set up, and service, and which affords the of the ledge - - -at the ends of the gap i 9 are 
maximum protection to the sign display and beveled downwardly and inwardly and the cut 
motor drive. : out portion of saidledge provides a similarly bev 
To the accomplishment of the above, and sub- elled bridge member 20 fitting into the gap : 9 to 

ordinate objects presently appearing, a preferred 25 close the same. A pair of flat bar fasteners 
embodiment of my invention has been illustrated 2 i, of suitable metal, with outer eyelet ends, 22 
in the accompanying drawings, set forth in de- are countersunk in the top of the bridge mem 
tail in the succeeding description, and defined in ber “20 for fitting º "flush in countersinks - 23 in 
the claims appended hereto. the ledge ill. The fasteners 2 may be secured 

In said drawings: 39. to the bridge member 20 by screws 24 and bolted 
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of the "pre- in the countersinks as at 25. - 

ferred embodiment of my invention, A plurality, three in this instance, of advertis 
Figure 2 is a view in top plan, ing display panels, 26 of elongated rectangular 
Figure 3 is a view in horizontal section taken form and any " Suitable rigid material are pro 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 1, 35 vided for fitting in upended position, edge to 
Figure 4 is a view in vertical transverse sec- edge, in the frame -0 and grooves 5, 1 and 18, 

tion taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 1 , and Said panelis being of the proper Wi?itih to be 
drawn to an enlarged scale, entered at the bottom rends thereof in the bot 

Figure 5 is a similar view taken on the line tom groove 3 by way of the gap ?9. . 
5- 5 of Figure 1, and 40 As will be seen, the display panels 26 are in 

Figure 6 is a "view in perspective of the bridge stalled in the frame 10 by first inserting the 
member. top ºedge of one panel upwardly into the groove 

Referring to the drawings by numerals, my í 8, above the gap l 9, with the panel tilted down 
improved sign, or . bill, board, in its illustrated wardly and forwardly from the frame, as shown 
embodiment comprises an elongated, open back 45 in dotted lines in Figure 5, and said i panel is 
base - casing f, of any suitable material, including then swung in Wardly to insert its bottom edge - 
a fdat top and bottom 2, 3, a front wall 4 and a in the bottom groove 15 by way of the gap 9, 
rear door 5 for closing the back of the casing, after which the panel may be slid along the 
hinged at its top edge, as at 6, to open upward- grooves ? 5, 8, toward either side of the frame 
ly and rearWardly and equipped with suitable 50 0. Another panel 26 is then similarly installed 

i? the frame || 0 but slid to the opposite side 
Of Said frame and then a center panel is Simi 
larly installed in the center of the frame and 
the bridge member 20 secured in position to 

As best shown 



in Figure 5, a clearance is provided between the 
panels 26 and the Walls of the grooves i 5, 8, 
whereby the panels are prevented from warping 
Under expansion thereof in Said grooves, and are 
freely slidable in the latter. 
As shown in Figure 1, my invention compre 

hends equipping at least one of the panels 26 
With an animated, or movable, part ShoWn by 
way of exemplification as a disk 27 having a star 
28 delineated thereon and adapted to be rotated 
through the medium of a shaft 29 journalled in 
said panel to extend rearwardly therefrom into 
the chamber i 0' and equipped at its rear end 
with a crank arm 30. As will be understood, 
from the foregoing, the panels 26 may be inter 
changed in the frame | 0 to provide for variably 
positioning the same in Said frame. 

For driving the disk 27 of the panel 26 equipped 
thereWith, in different positions of said panel, 
the following motor drive is provided. 
A pair of guide rails 3 f of any suitable metal 

are suitably secured to the top 2 of the base cas 
ing i to extend along said top in parallel rela 
tion in said casing and parallel with the frame 
0. A motor housing 32, of box-like form, is 

suitably suspended from said guide rails 3 l by 
upper edge flanges 33 thereon for sliding adjust 
ment in the base casing i lengthwise of the lat 
ter and along the front of the frame || 0. Set 
screws 34 Suitably extended through slots, not 
shown, in the guide rails 3 il provide for secur 
ing the housing 32 in different set positions. A 
motor 35, of any conventional type, is bolted, 
as at 36, in said housing 32 with its armature 
Shaft 37 extending out of the back of the hous 
ing and equipped with a crank disk 38 fast there 
on. . . The crank arm 30 and crank disk 38 are 
each provided with a detachable wrist pin 40 for 
attaching the opposite ends of an operating rod 
4 to said arm and disk whereby the crank 
disk 38 may be operatively connected to the crank 
arm 30. A longitudinally extending slot 42 in the 
top. 2 of the base casing f provides for extension 
of the rod 4 into the chamber 1 0", in which 
chamber, aS, Will be understood, the Crank arm 
30 operates. 
As will now be seen, the motor housing 32 

may be adjusted through the back of the base 
casing - 1 , to set the motor 36 in Subjacent, cen 
tered relation to the panel 26 having the disk 
27 thereon in any position in which said panel 
is º set and for proper driving relation to Said 
disk. Also, the panels 26 may be quickly and 
easily installed and variably interchanged to 
vary the advertising display as desired. 
The panels 26 are preferably provided with 

permanent advertising display matter on the 
faces thereof so that said panels may be re 
versed if desired and pasting of advertising dis 
play obviated. 
The foregoing will, it is believed, suffice to 

impart a clear understanding of my invention 
without further eXplanation. 

Manifestly the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification without departing from 
the i inventive concept, and right is herein 
reserved to such modifications as fall within the 
scope of the Subjoined claimS. 

2,260,658 
What I claim is: 
1. An advertising sign comprising an elongated 

base casing, a frame upstanding from said casing, 
and having an internal front ledge extending 
around the same provided with a central bottom 
gap therein, a pair of top and bottom members 
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in said frame forming together With said ledge 
a pair of top and bottom grooves extending along 
said frame, a plurality of advertising display 
panels loosely fitting in said grooves side by side 
for sliding therein into different positions in said 
frame and for tilting forwardly in the top groove, 
said panels being of the requisite width for re 
moval of the lower edges thereof out of the bot 
tom groove by way of said gap whereby Said 
panels may be removed from said frame and re 
placed and slid along said grooves to interchange 
the same and vary the positions thereof, and a 
bridge member fitting in said gap to close the 
same and detachably secured to said ledge. 

2. An advertising sign comprising an elongated 
base casing, a frame upstanding from said casing, 
and having an internal front ledge extending 
around the same provided with a central bottom 
gap therein, a pair of top and bottom members 
in Said frame - forming together with said ledge 
a pair of top and bottom grooves extending along 
said frame, a plurality of advertising display 
panels loosely fitting in said grooves side by side 
for sliding therein into different positions in said 
frame and for tilting forwardly in the top groove, 
said panels being of the requisite width for re 
moval of the lower edges thereof out of the bot 
tom groove by Way of said gap whereby Said 
panels may be removed from Said frame and re 
placed and Slid al0ng Said gro0Wes to interchange 
the same and vary the positions thereof, and a 
bridge member fitting in said gap to close the 
same and detachably secured to said ledge, a 
rotatable member on one panel for creating an 
animated advertising display, a motor in said 
casing slidable along the same into different set 
positions to locate the same in centered subja 
cent position relative to said one panel in the 
varied positions of the latter, and operating con 
nections between said motor and member. 

3. An advertising sign comprising an elongated 
base casing, a frame upstanding from said casing 
and having an internal front ledge extending 
arOUnd the Same provided with a º central bottom 
gap therein, a. pair of top and bottom members 
in said frame forming together with said ledge 
a pair of top and bottom grooves extending along 
said frame, a plurality of advertising display 
panels loosely fitting in said grooves side by side 
for sliding therein into different positions in said 
frame and for tilting forwardly in the top groove, 
said panels being of the requisite width for re 
moval of the lower edges thereof out of the bot 
tom groove by way of said gap whereby said 
panels may be removed from said frame and re 
placed and slid along said grooves to interchange 
the Same and vary the positions thereof, and a 
bridge member i fitting in said gap to close the 
same and detachably secured to said ledge, said 
frame being constructed and arranged to form 
an Open front housing for said panels. 

LEONARD F. CONNORS. 


