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To-all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that we, SAMUEL D. ForD and
FRrRANCIS M. SPENCER, citizens of the United
States, residing at South Abington, in the
county of Plymouth and State of Massachu-
setts, haveinvented a new and useful Box-Fast-
ener, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accomipanying draw-
ings.

This invention relates to box-fasteners; and
it has for its object to provide a simple and ef-
ficient fastening for boxes and crates which
have to be frequently opened and closed, and
which are subject to rough handling, such as
shipping boxes and crates of all kinds.

The invention consists in the improved con-
struction and arrangement of parts, which-will
behereinafter fully deserlbed and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawingshereto annexed, Figure lisa
vertical sectlonabl view of a box equlpped with
our improved fastening. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view, showing the lid of the box open.

The same letters refer to the same parts.

A in the drawings designates a suitably-
constructed box or crate having a hinged
lid, B.

G is a metallic block or leaf, secured to the
under. side of the lid B, near the front edge
of the same, and having at its front end a Te-
cess, D, between the sides or wings of which,
E E, is hinged the latch F, by means of a
transverse pin‘or bolt, G.. The latch consists
of the body H, having downwardly-project-
ing hooked cateh I, and a forwardly-extend-
ing leaf or finger-piece, J, the outer extrem-
ity of which is flush with the front edge of
the lid. The latter is provided with a trian-
gular or wedge-shaped recess, K, to enable the

finger-piece to be pressed upwardlyin the act

of opening the box,as will be presently de-
seribed.

L designates a small flat spring, interposed
between the leaf C and the lid B, and ex-
tending forwardly over the finger-piece . J,
which is thereby forced downward. The ob-
ject of this is to prevent the fastening from
coming open in case the box to which itis ap-
plied should be tilted upside down. When

the box stands upright, the weight of the fin-
ger-piece and cateh will be sufficient to keep
it closed. The spring may be abt will dis-
pensed with.

M designates a bail secured to the inside of
the front of the box, directly under the catch
I, as shown. The inside of the box-front may
be recessed, as at N, so as to accommodate the
catch in the act of opening. The upper side
of the bail M is beveled at O, so that it will
readily engage the catch I, the hooked part of
which is likewise beveled, as at P.

From theforegoing descnpmon takenin con-
neetion with the drawi ings hereto annexed, the
operation and advantages of our invention wﬂl
be readily understood. ‘When the lid of the
box is closed, the cateh I engages the bail M and
holds the cover securely.
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It will be observed that when the box is

closed no part of the fastening is left project-
ing beyond the sides of the same, and thus
1endeled liable to be broken off or 1nJured in
transit.

To open thebox, it is only necessary to press
the finger-piece in an upward direction,which
may be easily done, as the said finger-piece ex-
tends flush with the front edge of the lid, and
istherefore easily accessible. This disengages
the catch I from bail M and allows the lid to
beraised. This fastening, it will beseen, is not
intended asa lock, and requires no keys or in-
struments for opening. At the same time it
forms a useful and secure fastening, which is
durable, and may be supplied at a small ex-
pense,

To guard against the surreptitious opening
of boxes equipped with our improved fasten-
ing, any suitable seal may be employed.

‘We claim as our invention and-desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States—

The combination of a box having a recess
in the inside of its front, a bail secured hori-
zontally over the said recess and having bév-
eled upper edge, a cover hinged to the said
box and having a wedge-shaped or triangu-
lar recess in its under side at its front edge,
registering with the. recess in the front of
the box, a leaf secured to the under side of
the cover and having a recess at its front
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end, and a latch pivoted in the said recess |.ourown we havehereto affixed our signatures
and eomprising a body, a downwardly -iex- | in presence of two witnesses:

tending hooked catch, and: a forwardly-pro- . SBAMUEL D. I'ORD.

jecting fingeér-piece registering: with the tri- FRANCIS M. SPENCER.
5 angularrecessin the cover and extending flush ‘Witnesses: ;

with the front edge of the latter, asset forth. Jares C. ' Woop,

Intestimony:that we claim the foregoing as | ‘WiLsox E. PRATT.




